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RICHARD THE THIRD,

AS DUKE OF GLOUCESTER, AND
KING OF ENGLAND.

CHAPTER XI.

‘The Duke of Gloucester in the north at the period of his brother’s
decease. — Edward V. proclaimed king.— State of affairs at the
accession of the young monarch. — Gloucester takes the oath of
allegiance, and exacts the same from all under his jurisdiction. —
Divisions in the council. — Effect of these divisions on the con-
duct of Gloucester. — He hastens southward. — Seizes the person
of the young king, — Imprisons the Lords Rivers and Grey. —
Escorts Edward V. in state to London.— The Queen and her
family take sanctuary at Westminster. — The Duke of Gloucester
chosen °¢ protector and defender of the realm™ by the unanimous
voice of the council and the senate.

RicaArD of Gloucester was with the army in the
marches of Scotland, adjusting finally the differ-
ences in that district, previous to removing the
soldiery for the contemplated invasion of France,
when intelligence of King Edward’s death was for-
warded to him. Although that event so unforeseen,
and in the ordinary course of things so little to
have been anticipated, considering the age of the
deceased monarch, was likely to produce a vast
change in Gloucester’s political position and future

personal career, yet there is no reason to doubt
VOL. II. B



2 RICHARD THE THIRD.

-that the sorrow which he evinced at the announce-
ment of the mournful occurrence, was otherwise
than genuine; for it was altogether consistent with
the affection and fidelity which he had, under ad-
verse as well as prosperous circumstances, invari-
ably testified for his royal brother.?

But, not only has the sincerity of his feelings on
this occasion been called in question, and the
respect which he immediately showed for the me-
mory of the deceased monarch, in the strict ob-
servance of the religious offices enjoined by the
church, been imputed to hypocrisy and the most
hateful deception; but as if no death could occur
from natural causes during the reign of Edward IV,
or be otherwise than hastened by the murderous
hands of Richard Duke of Gloucester?, even that
of his royal brother, whom he had loved and served
with a devotion altogether remarkable, has been
attributed to poison administered by him. ¢ They
who ascribe it to poison,” observes King Edward’s
biographer, ¢ are the passionate enemies of Richard
Duke of Gloucester, who permit not nature at
that time to have been obnoxious to decay, but
make the death of every prince an act of violence
or practice ; and in regard this cruel lord was
guilty of much blood, without any other argument
condemn him for those crimes for which he was
actually most innocent.” From this iniquitous
deed, the which has not however been generally
enumerated among the list of enormities laid to
Gloucester’s charge, he is fully exculpated ; not

1 Buck, lib. iii. p. 83. 2 Habington, p. 222.
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alone from his absence in the north during the
period of the late king’s illness and death, and
from the true cause of his dissolution being clearly
established, but because unusual pains were taken
to prove to the civic authorities and the lords spi-
ritual and temporal, that neither violence mnor
unlawful means had accelerated their sovereign’s
unlooked-for decease. Immediately after his death
he was placed on a board, naked from the waist
upwards ; and partially unrobed, was so exposed
to the view both of friendly and of suspicious eyes
for the space of twelve hours!—a precaution ren-
dered the more imperative from his demise occur-
ring in the prime of life, and likewise from the
charge of poisoning being so common in those evil
and turbulent times. .

The funeral of the deceased monarch was most
sumptuous, and befitting in all respects the splen-
dour and magnificence which had characterised his
proceedings during life. He was interred at Wind-
sor, in a chapel which he had there erected? ; and
his eldest son, aged twelve years and six months?,
was forthwith proclaimed his successor by the
name and title of King Edward V.

Almost the last act performed by the deceased
king had been to assure to Gloucester, “to him

1 Sandford, book v. p. 891.

2 The full particulars of this imposing ceremony, together with a
description of the royal chapel at Windsor, are given by Sandford,—
copied from the original document preserved in the College of Arms,
—in his Geneal. Hist., bock v. p. 392.— See also Archeologia, vol. i.
p- 348.

3 Edward Prince of Wales was born in the Sanctuary at West-
minster, 4th Nov., 1470 ; proclaimed king, April, 1483.

B 2
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4 RICHARD THE THIRD.

and the heirs of his body,” by the authority of
parliament', the wardenship of the west marches
of England? together with the castle, city, town,
and lordship of Carlisle®, 10,000 marks in ready
money, and such an extent of territory, and con-
sequent increase of authority, in the north, where
he was already so popular, that this fact evintes,
far beyond any mere allegation or surmise, the ab-
sence of all jealousy on the king’s part, and the
deserts of a prince who could be thus fearlessly
entrusted with almost unlimited power.

The amicable terms on which the two brothers
had ever continued may, in great measure, be at-
tributed to the pacific conduct which Gloucester
observed towards the queen and her relatives.

A keen discernment of character, with the talent
of adapting that faculty to his own particular cir-
cumstances, as well as those of the times, was a
leading feature in Richard of Gloucester. It was,
indeed, the union of those valuable qualities, fore-
sight and prudence, that preserved this prince in
all likelihood from the violent death of Clarence
and the untimely fate of Warwick ; for Gloucester
possessed, in a remarkable degree, the power of
suppressing a display of hostile feelings in matters
where opposition would have been futile. Never-
theless, he had been no unobservant spectator of
the undue influence exercised by the royal Eliza-

! Rol. Parl,, vi. p. 204. 2 See Appendix A.

3 Sir George Buck states, on the authority of an old MS. in the
possession of Sir Robert Cotton, that Gloucester had the * earldom
of Carlisle.” ¢ But whether he were Comes thereof, after the ancient
Roman understanding, that is, governor; or Comes, or count, after
the common taking it by us English, or others ; that is, for a special

titular lord, I will not take upon me to determine, but affirm I have
read him Come Carliolensis.— Buck, lib. i. p. 8.
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beth and the house of Wydville over the council
and actions of the king. He participated in the
indignation felt by the ancient nobility at the ele-
vation of a race who, having no claims for prefer-
ment but that of consanguinity to the queen, had
been raised to the highest offices in the state, and
permitted to occupy the chief seat in the council
chamber. He viewed too, with distrust and mis-
giving, the blind policy of his royal brother, who
had removed the heir apparent from all intercourse
with the proud and noble kindred of their illus-
trious line, and placed him under the direct tuition
and immediate influence of his mother’s family, in

 a remote part of the kingdom.! These feelings,

which had been wisely concealed during the life-
time and reign of Edward IV., wore a far different
aspect when the unlooked-for death of that sove-
reign, and the minority of his successor tended in
all probability to place Richard in the identical
position which he had grieved to see so neglected
and abused by the deceased monarch. As the sole
surviving brother of Edward IV.; and first prince
of the house of York—with the exception of the
youthful offspring of that king—his situation be-
came one replete with difficulty; and judging from
the fate of the princes who had been similarly
placed, one beset with danger also. But Glouces-
ter’s mind was not constituted to shrink from diffi-
culties however great; rather was he fitted to
shine when energy and promptitude were requisite.
Abandoning, therefore, the furtherance of his per-
sonal interests, and relinquishing his ardour for

1 More, p. 19.
B 3



6 RICHARD THE THIRD.

military fame in the plains of France, he hastily
prepared to quit the north, and assume that lead
in the direction of public affairs which the minority
of his nephew had imposed upon him.

Meanwhile he wrote most soothing letters to the
queen : he promised ¢ advent, homage, fealty, and
all devoir, to the king and his lord, eldest son of
his deceased brother and of the said queen.” ' Pro-
ceeding to York with a retinue of 600 knights and
esquires, “all attired in deep mourning?” he com-
manded the obsequies of the deceased king to be
performed at the cathedral with the splendour due
to his regal station, and the solemnity befitting the
mournful occasion, assisting himself at the cere-
mony ‘ with tears®” and every apparent demon-
stration of sorrow. He then constrained all the
nobility of that district, as the late king’s viceroy
in the north, ‘“to take the oath of fealty to the
king’s son, he himself setting them the example by
swearing the first of all.” 4

The youthful monarch was residing at Ludlow
when his father expired, under the immediate
charge and tutelage of his maternal uncle, the
Lord Rivers, and his half-brother, the Lord
Richard Grey®; to whom intelligence was forth-

1 Chron. Croy., p. 565. 2 Ibid. 3 Ibid.

4 Ibid., and Drake’s Ebor., p. 111. v

5 The widowed queen of Edward IV., by her first husband, Sir
John Grey of Groby, had two sons, viz. 8ir Thomas Grey, created
by her royal consort, in the eleventh year of his reign, earl of
Huntingdon, and four years after marquis of Dorset ; and the Lord
Richard Grey, an appointed counsellor of the young Prince of
Woales, and associated with the Lord Rivers in the important charge
of his personal safety. Of the queen’s brothers two only survived
at the death of Edward IV., viz. Anthony Earl Rivers, governor of
Prince Edward’s household, and Lionel Wydville, bishop of Salis-
bury.—See Dugdale’s Bar., 719. vol.ii.; Cal. Rot., 313.
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with sent of the demise of Edward IV., accom-
panied by letters from the queen to her son,
urging his immediate return to London.!

To make somewhat more clear the very startling
circumstances that occurred after the young king’s
departure from Ludlow, and before his arrival in
the metropolis, it becomes necessary to explain,
that, during the late king’s life, the court was divi-
ded into two distinct parties—the queen’s relatives
and supporters, together with those who coveted
honour and official distinction without claim of high
birth or lineage ; and the ancient nobility and proud
kindred of the house of York, attached either to
the king’s household or his administration. A per-
petugl rivalry and constant collision of interests ex-
isted between parties so jealously opposed to each
other ; and the king on his death-bed, foreseeing the
disastrous consequences which were likely to arise
from his son’s minority, and the prospect of a re-
gency — that fruitful source of intrigue and evil
ambition—used his expiring efforts to effect a
reconciliation between the factious opponents.®* He
is even alleged to have nominated the Duke of Glou-
cester as protector® and guardian® during the
young Edward’s nonage; and considering the high
esteem with which he had ever distinguished his

1 More, p. 23. 2 Ibid. p. 18.

3 Drake’s Ebor., p. 111.

4 ¢ The nobles at London and in the south parts speedily call the
duke home by their private letters and free approbation, to assume
the protection of the kingdom and two princes committed unto him
by the king. ‘Rex Edwardus IV. filios suos Richardo Duci Glo-
cestri®, in tutelam moriens tradidit ;’ as Polydor testifieth.”— Buck,
lib. i. p. 11.

B 4



8 RICHARD THE THIRD.

brother, and the neutral conduct observed by that
prince, such a recommendation to his council in
his dying hours, at least appears far from impro-
bable. One thing at all events is most certain,
viz. that the two dissentient parties who were
present at their monarch’s dissolution, united in
testifying their affection and respect for his memory,
by co-operating at the solemnisation of the last sad
rites’ — his funeral being attended by the Lord
Hastings, the Lord Stanley, the Lord Howard, and
other leaders of the ancient nobility; and by the
Marquis of Dorset, the Lord Lyle, and other near
relatives and warm supporters of the queen’s
authority.?

Very brief, however, was the unanimity thus
formally displayed. Immediately after the funeral
the council assembled to fix a day whereon Prince
Edward should receive the ensigns of his corona-
tion; and the queen’s ambitious views are made
known, not merely by her desire that the young

1 Harl. MSS., No. 6. fo. 111.

2 William Lord Hastings was chamberlain of King Edward’s
household, and so great a favourite with his royal master, that he
was styled by him his ““beloved servant, William Hastings.” —
Dug. Bar., vol.i. p.580. Thomas Lord Stanley was high-steward, and
was another of the deceased king’s chief and most esteemed coun-
sellors. — Ibid., vol. ii. p. 248. John Lord Howard was high in the
confidence of Edward IV.: he bore the royal banneret at the king’s
funeral. — Federa, xii. p. 50. Thomas Lord Grey, Earl Hunting-
don, Marquis Dorset, was the queen’s eldest son by her first husband.
He had been appointed governor of the Tower with extensive privi-
leges by Edward 1V., who had bestowed upon him the marriage and
wardship of Edward Earl of Warwick, son of the late Duke of
Clarence.— Dug. Bar., vol.i. p.719.; More, p. 169. ;" Cal. Rot.,
825. The Lord Lyle, so created by Edward IV., was a brother
of Sir John Grey of Groby, the queen’s first husband.— Dug. Bar.,
vol. i. p. 179.
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king should be conducted to London with a power-
ful army, commanded by her brother and son, but
yet more from information supplied by the annalist
of that period !, who states that, though all parties
united in wishing due regal state should be observed
in the progress of the young monarch to the capital
of his kingdom, yet that the more prudent of the
council thought that the custody of the king’s per-
son, until he became of age, ought not to be en-
trusted “ to the uncles and brothers on the mother’s
side; which they considered could not be pre-
vented if they were permitted to attend the
coronation otherwise than with a moderate number
of followers.”? —The very expression “ moderate
number ”  displays, in a remarkable manner,
the spirit of the times and the character of the
people. Little knowledge, indeed, of the con-
dition of England at the accession of Edward V.
is necessary to perceive that physical strength was
the chief agent employed to acquire and maintain
authority ; that justice was measured out in pro-
portion to the force which could command it ; and
that the most clear and legitimate claims were
sacrificed to the bad passions of such as could oppose
the decision of the sword to the legislative enact-
ments of the realm. The 4th of May was the
day fixed upon by the council for the coronation of
the young king?®; and after much consideration,
bestowed by the assembled lords, relating to the
peculiar position of Edward V.,—“every one as
he was nearest of kin unto the queen, so was he

! Chron. Croy., p. 564. 2 Ibid. 3 Ibid.
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planted next about the prince”!—and due atten-
tion having been given to the suggestion, that he
should enter the metropolis with an armed force,
“in manner of open war®” the result of this latter
question, upon which the council had met more
especially to determine®, confirms the opinion gene-
rally entertained, that his royal parent aspired to
be regent, and to govern in concert with her own
family during the minority.*

It also pourtrays the evil which was anticipated
by the counsellors of the late king, should the
Wydville family continue to exercise over the
actions of Edward V. the unpopular influence
which they had exerted over the mind of his de-
ceased parent. But the wisdom of their decision
in limiting the retinue of the young prince to 2000
horsemen, can only be comprehended by taking
into consideration the fact, that the Lord Rivers
was possessed of almost unlimited power at the
critical period of the death of Edward IV. The
youthful monarch was in his hands, and under his
entire control as governor of is household. In-
vested'too as was this nobleman with the supreme
command of South Wales, and of the royal forces
in the surrounding district®, he had only to sum-
mon the army in the king’s name, and forthwith
march in triumph to the metropohs the mlhtary
command of which he knew to be already in the
hands of his kinsman, from his nephew the Marquis
Dorset being governor of the Tower.

1 More, p.19. 2 Ibid. p. 22.
3 Chron. Croy., p. 564. 4 Hist, Doubts, p. 22.
5 Cott. MS., Vitel. C. fol. 1.
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With access to the royal treasury there deposited,
and with the entire command of the soldiery con-
nected with this important strong-hold, there was
nothing wanting to complete the aspiring views of
Elizabeth and the Wydville family than possession
of the young king’s person, and effecting a junc-
tion with Earl Rivers and the overwhelming force,
which was available by him in the west country.
This dangerous collision was defeated by the far-
seeing sagacity of those prudent counsellors who
aimed at limiting the authority of the queen with-
out an open and positive rupture. By indirectly
diminishing the power of the Wydvilles and the
‘Greys, it gave time also for communication with a
third party in the state, on whom the attention of
the great mass of the people, but above all the
ancient nobility, were intently fixed! as likely to
secure their young sovereign and his administra-
tion from the factious spirit which had so long
agitated the council, and embittered the last days
of King Edward IV.

This third party consisted of the surviving mem-
bers of the Plantagenet race and the powerful
kindred of Cecily Duchess of York; the latter of
which, although disgusted at the preference given
by their late sovercign to his newly created nobles,
were firmly attached to the House of York, with
which through her they were so closely allied.

The persons who may be designated as the

1 A retinue not exceeding two thousand, which number was
satisfactory to Lord Hastings, because he calculated that the Dukes
of Gloucester and Buckingham, on whom he chiefly confided, would
not bring with them a less number.”” — Chron. Croy., 565.
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heads of this illustrious and influential party
were Richard Duke of Gloucester, Henry Duke of
Buckingham, and Cecily, the widowed parent of
Edward TV.

As first prince of the blood royal, the laws and
usages of the time pointed out the Duke of Glou-
cester as most fit for the responsible situation of
regent during the minority of his nephew; and
the amicable terms on which he had invariably
lived with the late monarch, his shining abilities,
his talent for ruling, and his invaluable services in
the council as well as in the state, rendered him
eminently qualified to guide the youthful king,
and preserve undisputed his lawful succession to
the throne.

Henry Duke of Buckingham, although possessing
no claim to be associated in the guardianship of
Edward V. by reason of near consanguinity, was
nevertheless a member of the royal house of Plan-
tagenet, being the lineal descendant of Thomas of
Woodstock, the youngest son of King Edward III.,
and consequently one in a direct line of succession
to the crown, although at the present time far re-
moved from it by nearer and legitimate heirs be-
longing to the elder branch. He however, as thus
allied to their royal ancestor, made common cause
with Richard Duke of Gloucester, whom he felt to
be the representative of the Plantagenet interests
during the minority of Edward V.

Cecily Duchess of York had retired altogether
from public life after the decease of her illustrious
consort ; but although refraining from political in-
terference, and resisting the temptation afforded by



RICHARD THE THIRD. 13

means of her powerful kindred to balance the in-
tolerable power which was exercised by Elizabeth
Wydville over her late son, was yet keenly alive to
every species of danger that threatened the sta-
bility of a race of which she was the common
parent, although by an unlooked-for calamity she
had never been ‘ queen by right” of the Yorkist
dynasty. Her anxious wishes for the aggrandise-
ment of her sons had been early crushed by King
Edward’s marriage, in direct opposition to her re-
monstrance!, and likewise by the preference which
he immediately and invariably gave to his new
relations over the interests and claims of his own
family.? All her hopes had long centered in her
youngest son, Richard of Gloucester, whose en-
larged and statesman-like views, together with his
courage and zeal, had mainly contributed for some
years to uphold his brother’s authority, and to
keep the country well ordered and in obedience.

1 ¢« The Duchess of York, his mother, was so sore moved there-
with, that she dissuaded the marriage as much as she possibly might,
alleging that it was his honour, profit, and surety also to marry out
of his realms, whercupon depended great strength to his estate by
the affinity and great possibility of increase of his possessions.” —
More, p. 98.

2 In addition to the chagrin felt by the Duchess of York, when
King Edward bestowed her grand-daughter on his son-in-law, Sir
Thomas Grey, contracted as she had long been to a member of the
house of Neville, he greatly offended his mother by uniting the
heiress of the Lord Scales to Anthony Wydville, afterwards Earl
Rivers, the Lady Cecily having wished to promote a union between
her and Prince George of Clarence, then just entering into life.
The young Duke of Buckingham, too, and the old Duchess of
Norfolk, the one matched with the queen’s sister, the other married
to her young brother, were both nearly connected with the house of
Neville, which increased the indignation felt by that haughty race
at the Wydvilles being so closely allied to them.
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Both herself, therefore, and her connections are
found, as might be expected, supporting this
prince in his just pretensions to the protectorate,
and in firmly opposing the rapacity and inordi-
nate ambition of the young sovereign’s maternal
relatives.

Such was the state of affairs when Edward V.,
after waiting at Ludlow to celebrate St. George’s
Day !, quitted that ancient abode of his ancestors
for the capital of his kingdom on the 24th of
April, 1483 —just a fortnight after the dissolu-
tion of his royal parent. Richard Duke of Glou-
cester, it must be here observed, had been in no

[ position to take any part either in the resistance

made to the queen’s assumed authority, or to the
decisive measures adopted by the council as re-

\ gards the mode and means of conducting the young

monarch to the metropolis.

The interval thus occupied in dissensions at
court, and by divisions in the cabinet? had been
passed by this prince in travelling from the Scot-
tish borders to York, in commanding requiems
to be solemnised there and in other large towns?
for the repose of the soul of Edward IV.,
and in exacting allegiance from all under his

1 Rymer’s Feedera, vol. xii. p. 179. The first instrument in this
collection, which issued in the name of King Edward V., is tested
on the 23d of April, 14838.

2 « Hastings, captain of Calais, declared that he would betake
himself thither rather than await the coming of the new king, if he
came not with a moderate number ; for he feared that if the supreme
power fell into the hands of those of the queen’s blood, they would

.avenge upon him the injuries which they had received.” — Chron.

Croy., p. 564.
3 Harl. MSS., 4338. fol. 176.
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dominjon towards his brother’s youthful succes-
sor.

Gloucester’s conduct was open and honourable
throughout, consistent in every respect with the
deference which he had invariably paid to his sove-
reign, and the love he had shown him as his bro-
ther, and such too as was best calculated to in-
sure the peaceful succession of his nephew to the
throne.

There was no undue assumption of power; no
assembling of the army, of which he had the entire
control, to enforce his authority as nearest of kin
to the royal minor ; no tarrying in his viceregal
territories to ascertain the feeling of the popu-
lace, or to induce the most remote suspicion that he
contemplated usurpation of the sceptre. He had
long possessed the sole command of one half of the
kingdom, and had been the means of dissipating in
the north many of the factions which had dis-
turbed the peace of the realm. He was lord high-
admiral and chief constable of England, and lieu-
tenant-general of the land forces; and his admi-
nistration in these different capacities, maritime,
civil, and military, were allowed by all to have been
just, equitable, and prudent.

So long as Gloucester pursued the dictates of his
own unbiassed feelings his conduct was irreproach-
able : his progress through his district being charac-
terised only by affectionate respect for the memory
of the deceased monarch, by setting an example of
fealty and loyalty to the young king!, and by the

1 Chron. Croy., 565.
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most temperate use of his own unlimited author-
ity and elevated station.

At York, however, the aspect of affairs assumed
a very different hue ’; and Richard found himself
called upon to assume the lead, and forcibly to
seize that authority?, which his behaviour up to
this time would seem to imply he hoped to have
entered upon in tranquillity, and maintained with-
out opposition.

Throughout his remarkable career, this prince,
it cannot be denied, was the victim of unhappy
consequences induced by the bad passions of
weaker minds and of ill-concerted designs; but in
no one instance was the path he pursued more
decidedly forced upon him than at this great crisis
of his fate, when the exigencies of the case and
the deep-laid schemes of his opponents compelled
him to act with the promptitude and determination
which was inherent in his nature.

A private messenger from Henry Duke of Buck-
ingham appears to have placed before Richard,
during his stay at York?® full particulars of the
aspiring views of the queen and her family; and
farther communication from the Lord Hastings*

1 ¢ It was here,”” observes Drake, ‘that the Duke of Buckingham
sent a trusty servant, one Percivall says Hall, to instil those notions
of ambition into him which afterwards proved of such dire effect to
his nephews as well as himself.” — Drake’s Ebor., p. 111.

2 Buck, lib.i. p. 11.

3 Drake’s Ebor., p. 111., and More, p. 135.

4 ¢«“The Lord Hastings, whose trouth toward the king no man
doubted nor needed to doubt, persuaded the lords to believe that the
Duke of Gloucester was sure, and fastly faithful to his prince; and
the Lord Rivers and Lord Richard, with the other knights, were,
for matters attempted by them against the Duke of Gloucester and
Buckingham, put under arrest for their surety, not for the king’s
jeopardy.” — More, p. 32.
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—such, at least, may be surmised from his con-
duct in the metropolis —unveiled to the pene-
trating Gloucester the deep plot formed by the
Wydvilles, and the total overthrow designed by
them of his claims to the regency, provided strong
measures were not immediately undertaken for se-
curing the person of Edward V., and crushing the
designs of his mother, his uncles, and his step-
brothers, to obtain possession of him.

Impressed with these ideas, he quitted York for
Northampton, so as to intercept the royal progress;
and that he must have been possessed of some au-
thority to act, either derived from the expressed
wishes of the dececased monarch, as asserted by
Polydore Virgil!, or arising from the guardianship
being actually conferred upon him in King Ed-
ward’s will?) and communicated possibly to Richard

1 Poly. Virg., lib. iv.

2 From certain documents published in Nichol’s valuable collec-
tion of Royal Wills, p. 345., and communicated by Dr. Ducarel
from the registers at Lambeth, it appears that Edward IV. left a will
that is not now known to be extant, and which, it has been conjec-
tured, was intentionally destroyed. A will of Edward IV., tran-
scribed by Rymer from the Rolls’ Chapel, and dated at Sandwich,
20th June, 1475, was printed in the ¢ Excerpta Hist.,”” p. 366.; but
as the executors therein named differ from those enumerated by
Dr. Ducarel, it may justly be concluded that the published will was
not the last will, although where this latter document is now de-
posited is unknown. In the will dated at Sandwich, ¢¢ Elizabeth the
Quene” is the first executor named ; in the Lambeth registers her
name is altogether omitted ; and four only of the executors associated
with her in the published will are contained in the list there recorded.
From motives which remain unexplained, the executors of the Jast will
refused to act ; consequently the nature and contents of King Edward’s
final testament have never been divulged. But that such an in-
strument was executed is indisputable, from the fact of the executors
who are enumerated in the Lambeth registers having placed the
royal property under ecclesiastical sequestration within a few weeks

VOL. IIL Cc
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by the executors at York, seems certain from a
passage contained in the Croyland Chronicle, to
the effect, “that, when the Duke of Gloucester
reached Northampton, there came there, o do him
reverence, Anthony Earl Rivers, the king’s uncle,
and Sir Richard Grey, the king’s uterine brother,
and others sent by the king his nephew, that they
might submit all things to be done to his decision.” *

The Lords Rivers and Grey were of no tem-
perament to make this submission to Richard of
Gloucester, unless necessitated so to do; neither
was that prince likely to have received them ‘at
their first coming,” as the annalist proceeds to
state, ‘“with a pleasant and joyful countenance,
and sitting at supper, at table, to have passed the
time in agreeable conversation,”? unless each party
had been mutually satisfied with the performance
of duties required from the one, and the deference
due to the other: for although Gloucester was
endowed with an insinuating address and great
flexibility of manners, that proud asperity of look
so peculiarly his own when thwarted or displeased,
could scarcely have softened into a ‘“joyful coun-
tenance,” had indignation characterised his first
meeting with the obsequious lords. A vast change,
however, appears to have occurred before the close
of this eventful day.

In the evening Richard and his associates
were joined by Henry Duke of Buckingham, ac-

of the monarch’s decease ; and it is by extracts from these registers
that the important information is furnished of there having been a
second will,

! Chron. Croy., p. 565. 2 Ibid.
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companied by 300 horsemen?!; “and because it
was late, they went to their several abodes,”
Rivers and Grey well pleased with their reception,
and the success which had attended designs they
believed to be unsuspected; for only four days
intervened between the time appointed by the
council for the coronation of Edward V., and he
was already some miles advanced towards the me-
tropolis, whither they intended * on the morrow
to follow the kyng, and bee with hym early ere hee
departed.”? Gloucester and Buckingham to as-
semble a few of their most chosen friends in council,
~where they spent a great part of the night, re-
volving, as proved by the result, the extraordinary
proceedings of the queen’s family in the metropolis,
and the sinister conduct of Earl Rivers and the
Lord Grey, in greeting the Duke of Gloucester,
unaccompanied by the young king, to whom, as
his paternal uncle, HE was the natural, if not the
appointed guardian? and from whom THEY, as his
delegated counsellors, and governors of his house-
hold, were bound not to have separated. Momen-
tous indeed was the intelligence received from the
capital, and made known, as it would appear, by
Buckingham, or by some of the secret messen-
gers, who had communicated with Gloucester on
his progress to Northampton*; for the Marquis
Dorset had taken possession of the king’s treasure®,

1 Chron. Croy., p. 565. 2 More, p. 28.

3 If the duke aspired to nothing more than tke protectorate, his
ambition was not to be blamed. It was a dignity which the prece-
dents of the two last minorities seemed to have attached to the
king’s uncle.— Lingard, vol. v. p. 241.

4 More, p. 185, 5 Ibid. p. 27.

G
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and had already commenced equipping a naval
force; thus usurping a power altogether unpre-
cedented as regards the appropriation of the royal
funds, and personally offensive to Richard of
Gloucester as relates to the mode of its expen-
diture, that prince having the entire control, as
admirsl of England, over the maritime affairs of
the country. The subtle part acted by Lord Rivers
in sending the young king to Stoney Stratford, a
day’s journey in advance of his illustrious uncle,
although the duke! was hourly expected at North-
ampton, and thus withdrawing him on the very
verge of his coronation from all intercourse or
interview with his father’s brother, was by this
information explained; and the intolerable and
premeditated usurpation of authority thus early
exercised by the young king’s maternal relatives,
so fully confirmed the suspicions entertained by
the late king’s advisers as to the Wydvilles' as-
piring to the regency, and their resolution of de-
taining in their own hands the person of the young
monarch, until he was irrevocably invested with the
symbols of royalty? that it roused every indignant
feeling in Richard, and induced measures which
but for these crafty proceedings might never have

* 1 <“Now was the king in his way gone from Northampton, when
these Dukes of Gloucester and Buckingham came thither : where
remayned behynd the Lord Rivers, the king’s uncle, intending on
the morrow to follow the king, and be with him at Stony Stratford.”
— More, p. 238.

2 One important fact appears always to have been overlooked, viz.
that after the coronation, however young the sovereign, there could
no longer be a protectorate, that office being expressly instituted to
protect and defend the realm until such time as the minor was
solemnly anointed king.—=See Turner, Middle Ages, vol. iii. p. 2.
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been resorted to, either in his own mind or that of
the nobles attached to his party. Their little
council sat in deliberation until near the dawn of
day, and the nature of their conference may be
judged from the exigency of the occasion, and the
strong measures which resulted from it; before
entering upon which it is fitting, however, to ob-
serve, that these measures, harsh as they may
appear, and attributed as they have been by most
historians solely to the ambition, tyranny, and
individual act of Gloucester alone, were, in effect,
the result of a general council. Small, it is true,
and not legally constituted as such, but fully jus-
tified in their deliberations and the degree of re-
sponsibility which they assumed, considering that
they were assembled under the auspices of the late
king’s only brother, in a city especially under his
jurisdiction as seneschal of the duchy of Lancaster,
and driven to adopt hasty but firm resolutions, in
consequence of the artifice exhibited in removing
the young monarch, under a flimsy pretext, to an
unimportant town, incapable of accommodating, in
addition to the royal suite, the duke and his re-
tinue !, and altogether unsuited for the kingly pro-
gress. The town of Northampton, from whence
Edward V. was hurried, was but thirteen miles
from Stoney Stratford, and the castle in the former
place where parliaments had been heretofore held,
appertained by virtue of his office to his uncle, who
was hastening thither expressly to meet, and re-
ceive with all loyalty and affection, his youthful

1 ¢ It was too streighte for both companies.” — More, p. 26.

]
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and illustrious kinsman, when he found him clan-
destinely removed to favour designs which it re-
quired but little penetration to fathom.

Richard of Gloucester was as firm in purpose as
he was resolute in action. Discerning in the es-
timation of character, and master of the politics of
the times —if mere political expediency and selfish
ambition may deserve such a name — his experience
and judgment were all-sufficient for the difficult
part which he was called upon to sustain; and
before the day had dawned, or his rivals were
stirring, every avenue of the city was guarded, and
horsemen stationed on the high road to intercept
all communication with the king and his escort.!

Astonished at their rising to find the gates
closed, and * the wayes on every side besette,”
and satisfied that proceedings which offered so re-
markable a contrast to the courtesy of the Duke
on the preceding day were not ‘begun for nought,”
and most probably foreboded evil to himself and
his companion, the Lord Rivers resolved on nei-
ther offering opposition nor expressing surprise,
lest, by betraying suspicion, “he should seem to
hyde himselfe for some secret feare of his own
faulte.”? The uncle and nephew were in fact
caught in their own net; but having brought
themselves into this difficulty by proceedings
equally disingenuous as that now practised upon
themselves, the Lord Rivers farther determined,
“sgithe hee could not get awaye, to keep himself
close;” and when opportunity offered, *“to goe

1 More, p. 24. 2 Ibid.
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boldly” to his detainers, and *enquire what thys
matter myghte mean.”?  Accordingly, all the lords
departed together, and in seeming amity, to present
themselves to the new king?; but when they had
nearly approached the entrance of the little town
where he was sojourning, Earl Rivers and Richard
his nephew, with certain others who came with
them, were suddenly arrested, by command of the
Duke of Gloucester. Continuing their route,
Richard, Buckingham, and their companions pro-
ceeded with all speed to Stoney Stratford, where
the wily scheme concerted by the young king’s
attendants for hurrying him to the metropolis,
and separating him from his uncle of Gloucester,
became still more evident; for ¢ they founde the
kinge with his companie readye to leape on horse-
backe ;”# and this, too, be it remembered, at a very
early hour, the lords having quitted Northampton
at dawn of day, so as to frustrate designs which
Richard’s sagacity had penetrated, and for whose
promptitude his adversaries were unprepared,
“many of Lorde Rivers’ servantes being un-
readye.”*

Entering Prince Edward’s abode, to whom the
apprehension of his maternal relations was as yet
unknown, the Duke of Gloucester arrested Sir
Thomas Vaughan, his chamberlain ; Dr. Alcock,
Bishop of Worcester, his chief preceptor ; and
other of his personal advisers.” For it was the
duke’s conviction that the young monarch was a

1 More, p. 25. 2 Chron. Croy., p. 565.
3 More, p. 26. 4 Ibid. p. 24.
5 Rous, p. 212.

c 4



24 RICHARD THE THIRD.

party to the deception sought to be practised upon
him ; and his indignation at the insincere part
which he had acted, in sending the Lord Rivers to
Northampton ostensibly to submit *all things to
his decision,” but in reality to gain time, and to
blind Richard to the scheme at which his royal
nephew seems to have connived, is made apparent
by the following remarkable passage, with which
the Croyland historian terminates his brief account
of these most singular proceedings: —* The Duke
of Gloucester, who was the chief of this faction,”
(herein he plainly intimates that the duke did not
act merely on his own responsibility,) “made no
obeisance to the prince, by uncovering, bowing, or
otherwise.. He merely said that he would take
heed for his safety, since he knew that those who
were about him conspired against his honour and
his life. This done, he caused proclamation to be
made, that all the king’s servants should forthwith
withdraw themselves from the town, and not ap-
proach those places whereunto the king should
remove, under pain of death.—These things were
done at Stoney Stratford the 31st April, 1483.”*
This chronicler and Rous, the antiquary of War-
wick, are the only two contemporary writers of
this period, although Sir Thomas More’s history,
as before explained, is considered to have been de-
rived, also, from co-existent authority. The dif-
fuse narrative of More, despite of the romance
with which it is tinctured, helps frequently to ex-
plain many facts which the Croyland annalist

! Chron. Croy., p. 565.
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leaves obscure by his conciseness ; and when More’s
explanations are confirmed by the testimony of
Rous, the evidence of the three writers forms a
clear and connected chain in the confused and dis-
jointed accounts, which have so lohg been received
as the history of one of the most momentous epochs
in English annals.

The whole of these authors agree upon the lead-
ing facts of Richard’s junction with Edward V. at
Stratford, the arrest of the royal attendants, and
the possession taken of the young king’s person by
the Duke of Gloucester. DBut here ¢ Rous” be-
comes invaluable ; for he states in addition the
cause of the duke’s so acting, “ and being by
his own authority made protector of Edward,
as protector he took the new king, his nephew, into
his own keeping;”' thus clearly implying that he
was possessed of some power to act definitively and
upon his own judgment. In this step he was
borne out by ancient usage, being first prince of
the blood royal, and the only member of the house
of York capable by age, or entitled by near affi-
nity, to be guardian to his brother’s heir. But Rous
follows up his account by explaining farther the
cause of Gloucester’s assuming the protectorate on
his own authority, and the reason for his removing
the queen’s kindred from their abuse of that ascen-
dancy which they had acquired over the prince, and
had cunningly devised to appropriate to their own
purposes. “ They were accused of having com-
passed the death of the protector,” he says; and

! Rous, p. 212.



26 RICHARD THE THIRD.

this, not on the uncertain medium of public report,
not from the casual hints of mercenary informers
or nameless eavesdroppers, but, as positively as-
serted by Rous’, on no less authority than that
of the ¢ Earl of Northumberland !”? He was
“their chief accuser.”? This coeval testimony of an
historian so bitterly opposed to Richard of Glou-
cester is most important, as it fully justifies that
prince in his proceedings, and exonerates him from
premeditated tyranny. He was possessed of the
affection of the army, and was by royal appoint-
ment their chief commander; yet he proceeded
southward accompanied merely by 600 of his own
retainers. With the small addition of 300 horse-
men, added to this little band the day previously by
Buckingham, he nevertheless boldly seized upon
the person of the young king; no opposition being
made to his will, no attempt at rescue from the
2000 horsemen appointed to guard their prince,
and who, as picked men, can scarcely be imagined
so pusillanimous as to have tamely abandoned their
trust, if unprovoked insult or unlawful violence

1 Rous, p. 213.

2 By indenture, dated Ist May, 1483, Henry Earl of Northum-
berland was appointed warden of the east and middle marches,
towards Scotland.— Harl. MSS., 438. fol. 228. This was the
second instrument issued by Edward V., and the first after Richard
had so abruptly assumed the protectorate ; and its occurring the
very day following the seizure of the young king’s person, would
certainly imply that it was under the duke’s auspices that a power
corresponding with the last conferred upon him by his deceased
brother, Edward IV., was bestowed in reward on a nobleman who
was the means of divulging a plot, which, if credit is to be attached
to the unanimous testimony of each contemporary writer, had been
formed, and was ripening, for destroying Gloucester and the leading
members of his race,

3 Rous, p. 214.
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had been exercised against their royal charge ;
considering, too, that their force was double that
which arrested their progress, and under the in-
fluence of which they were commanded to disperse
on pain of death.

Power is seldom attained by violence. Much as
it may be misused when possessed, yet it is almost
always voluntarily yielded. When, therefore, the
startling events of the brief fortnight following the
death of King Edward are dispassionately con-
sidered, and the whole tenor of the conduct pursued
by the rival parties impartially compared, it cannot
but favour the surmise, that Gloucester, acting
under such disadvantages as arose from inadequate
force, and from his ignorance of much that had
occurred, in consequence of his absence from the
conflicting scenes which led to such stern measures
when they were fully made known to him, would
never have so immediately attained the mastery,
had not a sense of right given nerve to his actions,
and a consciousness of error and duplicity awed
and enfeebled his opponents.

Sir Thomas More’s account corroborates the
statement both of Rous and of the Croyland writer;
but he narrates in addition, that the rival lords
began to quarrel on the road, when Rivers was
accused by Gloucester and Buckingham of intend-
ing “to sette distance between the kynge and them ;!
and that when that nobleman * beganne in goodly
wise to excuse himself, they taryed not the end of
his answer, but shortly tooke hym and put hym in
warde ;” 2 that on entering the king’s presence,

I More, p. 25. 2 1bid.
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before whom the Duke of Buckingham and his at-
tendants prostrated themselves with respectful
homage, they communicated to Edward the arrest of
the Lords Rivers and Grey, accusing them of con-
spiring, with the Marquis of Dorset, *to rule the
kynge and the realm, to sette variance among the
states, and to subdue and destroy the noble blood
of the realm,”! informing him likewise that the
marquis ¢ hadde entered into the Tower of London,
and thence taken out the kynge’s treasure, and sent
menne to sea.”?

The astonished prince expressed his ignorance of
the part pursued by the Lord Dorset, but sought
to establish his conviction of the innocence of
Lords Rivers and Grey. The Duke of Buckingham,
however, assuring him that his kindred ¢ had kepte
their dealings from the knowledge of his grace,”?
the remainder of the retinue, supposed to have
been leagued with Rivers and Grey, were seized in
the royal presence, and the king himself taken
“ back unto Northampton,” where Gloucester and
the nobles by whom he  was supported ¢ took
again further counsyle.”* And truly they had
need so to do; for although the day approached in
which Edward V. was to be solemnly invested with
the insignia of royalty, no regency had been nomi-

1 More, p. 26. 2 TIbid. y

3 This assertion goes far to prove that Buckingham was the agent
who infused inte Gloucester’s mind the conviction he entertained
respecting the insincerity of the Lord Rivers; neither must it be
forgotten, that Buckingham having married the sister of this latter
nobleman (and of the royal Elizabeth also), may have had.sub-
stantial grounds for making this accusation against the Wydville
family.

4 More, p. 20.
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nated to guide the helm of state; no protectorate
appointed to watch over the interests and aid the
inexperience of the royal minor; no measures
taken to provide for his safety, to guard the capital
from insurrection, or to secure the co-operation and
attendance at the approaching ceremony of those
lordly barons whose support and allegiance could
alone insure stability to his throne; but a self-
constituted council, at variance among themselves,
and possessing in reality no legitimate authority to
act after the decease of the monarch to whose ad-
ministration they had belonged—a sovereign un-
fettered in his minority by restraining enactments—
a faction long hated and jealously viewed by the
ancient nobility, who, having obtained possession of
their young prince, sought to retain it, and to ex-
clude the surviving members of the house of York
from all intervention or communion with their
future ruler, until Edward should be irrevocably
anointed king; these were the discordant ma-
terials, these the unpromising auspices, with which,
on the approaching 4th of May, the acts of Ed-
ward V. would have been ushered in, had not his
royal uncle, with the firmness and decision which
the occasion justified and his own position ren-
dered imperative, changed the whole face of affairs,
and delegated to himself the office of protector,
until the three estates of the realm could meet to
legislate at so important a crisis. Time was re-
quisite to mature further proceedings; but a state
of things like that above described was not toler-
able to a mind constituted like Richard of Glouces-
ter when the end of April had arrived, and four
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days only intervened before that appointed for the
coronation. With the fixed resolution, then, and
the self-possession which so peculiarly characterised
this prince’s actions, he hesitated not, in this case of
direful emergency, to act as became the brother of
Edward IV., and as befitted the natural protector
of Edward V. .
On their return to Northampton, he despatched
a messenger to the assembled lords in the metro-
polis, informing them, through the Lord Chamber-
lain Hastings, of the decisive measures he had
taken, the which were fully approved by that most
devoted partizan of the late king.! He likewise
wrote to the leading nobles of the realm, explain-
ing the motives by which he had been actuated,
viz. “that it neyther was reason, nor in any wise
to be suffered, that the young king, their master
and kinsman, should be in the hands and custody
of his mother’s kindred; sequestered in manner
from theyr companie and attendance;”? the which,
“quod he, is neither honourable to hys majestie,
nor unto us.”® Gloucester, nevertheless, is repre-
sented as treating the young monarch with honour
and reverence, and as behaving to his captive
friends with courtesy and kindness®, until himself
and his council could meet in further deliberation

1 ¢« Now there came one not longe after midnight from the lord
chamberlayn unto the Archbishop of York, then chancellor; and
after communicating to his grace the arrest of the king and his
attendant lords, adds, ¢ Notwithstanding sir,” quod hee, ‘my lorde
sendeth your lordship worde, that there is no fear; for he assureth
you that all shall be well.’ ” — More, p. 29.

2 More, p. 19. 3 Tbid. 4 Tbid. p. 28.
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relative to matters which had been privately com-
municated to them. The nature of this information
is indicated by the result. On the following day the
royal duke consigned to imprisonment those lords
whose conduct gave proof of the unworthy motives
imputed to them; sending the Lord Rivers, the Lord
Richard Grey, and Sir Thomas Vaughan to Pomfret
Castle and other fortresses in *the north parts,”!
and taking upon himself ¢the order and govern-
ance of the young king,”? whom the said lords, his
counsellors, had sought to mislead, and over whom
they had obtained such dangerous ascendency.
And here it is important to show that this mon-
arch was not at his accession a mere infant—not
“a child in his little tunic—a babe habited in loose
robes,” as represented in many a fanciful engraving
designed to elucidate his obscure history—but a
youth almost arrived at man’s estate, certainly old
enough to exercise judgment, and competent to
discriminate in most matters in which he was per-
sonally concerned. Indeed, he had been early pre-
pared by able preceptors for that position to which
he would probably be one day elevated; and had
well nigh attained at his father’s demise that age
of discretion® which would have entitled him, in
accordance with the common law of the land, to
claim participation in the affairs of state, however,

I Rous, p. 212. 2 Chron. Croy., p. 565.; More, p. 28.

3 ¢ A male at twelve years of age may take the ocath of allegiance ;
at fourteen he is at discretion; and if his discretion is actually
proved, may make his testament of his personal estate,”” — Black-
stone’s Com., vol. i, p. 463.
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duly controlled by the preponderating wisdom of a
regency.

Edward V. was in his thirteenth year when he
was proclaimed king; and the education which
was ordinarily bestowed on the heir apparent of
the throne, but more especially in those heroic
and momentous times, removed him at that age
far beyond mere childhood, although he may still
be considered as of “tender years.”! The guar-
dianship of Henry VI. was limited by his valiant
parent to the age of sixteen; the office of pro-
tector of the realm ceased when he was nine ;
and, in his fourteenth year, this monarch was
advised to remonstrate with the council of re-
gency at being too much excluded from public
business.?

 Richard TI. 'was two years junior to Edward V.
when he was. crowned king; and the age of this
sovereign, when with a self-possession and deter-
mined courage that betokened a more efficient reign
he dispersed the infuriated mob assembled by Wat
Tyler, was only two years beyond that which Ed-
ward had attained when his progress was stayed,
and his attendants dispersed, by the authority of
his uncle of Gloucester.?

But the temperament of this young prince is
affectingly demonstrated in the sequel of Sir Tho-
mas More’s narrative of the proceedings at North-

1 More, p. 51. 2 Turner’s Middle Ages, vol. iii. p. 84.

3 ¢« They sente awaie from the kynge whom it pleased them, and
sette newe servantes about him, such as Iyked better them, than
hym.”— More, p. 27.
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ampton: “ At which dealing hee wepte, and was
nothing contente; but it booted not.”?

Rous states that he had been ¢ virtuously
educated, was of wonderful capacity, and, for his
age, well skilled in learning:”? and learned and
virtuous he may have been ; for Sir Thomas More
bears similar testimony both as regards himself and
the young Duke of York®; although he qualifies
his evidence by intimating that Edward was “ light
of belief, and sone persuaded.”*

Nevertheless, judging from the few verified de-
tails of this ill-fated monarch, together with the
‘impression conveyed by Shakspeare®, doubtless that
which then generally prevailed of his calm and
submissive deportment, he would seem to have
been tender, affectionate, and docile, warm in his
attachments®, confiding and unsuspicious, resem-
bling Henry VI. in the gentle virtues that would
have graced domestic life, and giving such promise
of future excellence as regards erudition’ as might
have rendered him the ¢ Beauclerc” of his time.
But he was clearly deficient in the hereditary man-
hood of his race®, and sympathised not in the fierce
and stormy passions which marked the age. De-

! More, p. 27. 2 Hist. Ang., p. 212.

3 < Having in themselves also as many gifts of nature, as many
princely virtues, as much goodlye towardness, as their age could
receive.” — More, p. 5.

4 More, p. 20.

3 See Rich. I11., act iii. sc. 1. 6 More, p. 64.

7 Rous, p. 212.

8 Sir Thomas More states, that when Edward V. was told that
his uncle was crowned king, he began to sigh, and said, “ Alas! I
would my uncle would let me have my life, though I lose my king-
dom.” — More, p. 130.

VOL. II. D
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void of energy?, of *“ a weak and sickly disposition,”?
meek rather than courageous, studious rather than
enterprising?®, the reign of Edward V. thus bade
fair to revive those fearful calamities which had
characterised that of Edward II., owing to the in-
trigues of the queen mother, a factious adminis-
tration, an irritated and discontented nobility, and
the ascendency exercised over a too yielding dis-
position by unpopular and unworthy favourites.

The accounts at this period are at the best too
obscure and too concise to afford a clear exposition
even of the leading events by which it was distin-
guished ; but sufficient may be gathered to form a
tolerable estimate as to the true cause of Richard’s
proceedings, and to comprehend many startling
facts which resulted from his conduct. Ardently
devoted to his country, and politically, if not per-
sonally, opposed to the queen and her kindred,
it was Gloucester’s object to save the one from the
threatened evils likely to ensue from the uncon-
trolled ambition of the other; but he acted towards
the young prince, his nephew, with the greatest
tenderness and compassion?, and is represented
as having besought him on his knees to banish
fear and apprehension, to place confidence in his
affection, and reliance on the mnecessity of those
summary measures which occasioned him such
deep afliction.

Had the young Edward so acted, had he con-

1 ¢ After which time the prince never tyed his points, nor ought
wrought of himself, but with that young babe hys brother lingered
in thought and heaviness.” — More, p. 130.

2 Buck, lib. iii. p. 85. 3 More, p. 27.

4 Lingard, vol. v. p. 240.
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fided in his father’s brother, his natural guardian,
and possessed sufficient moral courage and energy
of character to co-operate manfully with one so
fitted to guide, and so implicitly trusted by his
deceased parent, instead of affectionately but ef-
feminately weeping! for those who had misdirected
the inexperience of his youth, the unhappy but
amiable successor of King Edward IV. might have
ascended in tranquillity and retained quiet pos-
session of that throne which his father had won in
his minority, and twice secured by his valour; and
thus have perpetuated a dynasty, which, from the
~ brilliancy of its commencement, bid fair to shine
as one of the most glorious of any recorded in
British history.

But so peaceful a state of affairs was neither in
accordance with the unruly passions which hastened
the downfal of the Plantagenets, nor the turbulent
era in which that kingly race flourished, and at
last became utterly extinct.

The annalist of that epoch will best narrate in
his own brief manner the result of the proceedings
at Stoney Stratford, and the miserable state of
disunion into which the metropolis was already
plunged, owing to the kingdom being without a
head, and the realm without an acknowledged
leader. On the following night after the capture
of the Lords Rivers and Grey, rumours having
reached London of ¢ the king’s grace” being in
the hands of the Dukes of Gloucester and Buck-
ingham, Queen Elizabeth betook herself to the

1 More, p. 27.
D 2
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Sanctuary at Westminster, with her children. “ You
might have seen, on that morning, the fautors of
one and the other party, some truly, others feign-
edly, as doubtful of the events, adhering to this or
that side: for some congregated and held their
assemblages at Westminster, in the queen’s name;
others at London, under the shadow of Lord Has-
tings,”! who was the leading adviser of the late
king, and the member of his council most inimical
to the queen and her kindred.

The Marquis of Dorset, awed by the determina-
tion which was evinced at this critical juncture by
the Duke of Gloucester, abandoned the Tower, and
the unjustifiable assumption of authority which he
had there exercised as its governor, and fled for
refuge to the same sacred asylum whither his
mother had again sought refuge, and where both
herself and her infant progeny were secure from
personal violence, and the evils that had already
overtaken a portion of their race. ¢ After the lapse
of a few days,” continues the annalist? ¢ the afore-
said dukes brought the new king to London,” con-
veying him thither with every testimony of respect ;
and on the 4th of May, the ill-omened day originally
fixed for his coronation, the youthful prince entered
the metropolis in state, escorted by Gloucester,
Buckingham, and a suitable retinue, all habited in
deep mourning, except the monarch himself? who
was clothed in his kingly mantle of blue velvet.
A short distance from the city, the royal cavalcade
was met by the civic authorities, and 500 citizens

1 Chron. Croy., p. 566. 2 Ibid.
3 More, p. 34.
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sumptuously attired!; followed by whom, and pre-
ceded by the Duke of Gloucester, —who, uncovered,
rode before his nephew, and in passing along said
with a loud voice to the people,  Behold your
prince and sovereign ” — the king was conducted
to the bishop’s palace at St. Paul's; where he was
lodged with every accompaniment of regal state
and etiquette. There his uncle, acting as his
guardian, forthwith compelled the lords spiritual
and temporal, and the mayor and aldermen of the
city of London, to take the oath of fealty to their
lawful and legitimate sovereign?; which, it is re-
~corded, “as the best presage of future prosperity,
they did most willingly.”?

Perfect tranquillity was the consequence of this
unanimous feeling ; and the legislature and muni-
cipal powers fully co-operated with Gloucester in
carrying out measures which had restored con-
fidence to all parties, and allayed the feverish
excitement of the populace.* ¢ The laws were
administered,” says Rous?, ¢ money coined, and all
things pertaining to the royal dignity were per-
formed in the young king’s name, he dwelling in
the palace of the Bishop of London from his first
coming to London.” The exigencies of the state
required the immediate assemblage of a general
council, which was as speedily summoned by the
Protector, to give sanction to proceedings which

1 Buck, lib. i. p. 11.

2 Chron. Croy., p. 566. 3 Ibid.

4 < Then was there greate commotion and murmur, as well in
other places about, as specially in the city.” — More, p. 31.

5 Rous, p. 212.
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had been already carried into effect, and to guard
against future embarrassment arising from the
king’s minority; some executive power, legally
constituted, being essential, not merely up to the
period of his coronation, but until such time as he
should be of age to govern on his own responsibility.
¢ This council assembled daily at the bishop’s palace,
because there the young Edward was sojourning;
but as this imposed upon the prince unnecessary
restraint, it was suggested that he should be
removed to some more free place of abode.” !
Various dwellings were proposed. ¢ Some re-
commended the Priory of St.John, others the Pa-
lace of Westminster ; but the Duke of Buckingham
naming the Tower, it was agreed to, even by those
who disliked it.”? Prejudice has been unduly ex-
ercised against this decision, from the Tower of
London being better known in modern times as
a state prison, than as the ancient palace of the
English sovereigns, which it really was during the
middle ages®; and also because at an epoch a full
century removed from the period under present
consideration a feeling of undefinable terror was
associated with this gloomy pile, in consequence of
the dark and terrible deeds said to have been per-
petrated therein. DBut, as regards Edward V., this
idea is erroneously entertained. In his day, it was
the king’s palace, the metropolitan citadel, which
guarded alike the treasure of the kingdom, and
protected the person of its monarch, whenever the

1 Chron. Croy., p. 566. 2 Ibid.
3 See Bayley’s Hist. of the Tower.
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safety of the latter was likely to be endangered.
Examination into the history of this ancient na-
tional fortress will show that from the accession of
Henry III., who first made it the regal abode and
almost exclusively dwelt there, the Tower of London
was the dwelling-place, during some portion of their
reign, of every succeeding monarch who intervened
between that king and the youthful Edward V.1;
the unsettled state of the kingdom at this period
of its history rendering a fortified abode as indis-
pensable for the security of the monarch, as of the
great feudal barons their subjects.

Within the precincts of the Tower, Joane Queen
of Scotland, eldest daughter of King Edward II.,
was born ?; and Elizabeth, sister to the young prince
under present consideration, and eventually the
queen of Henry VII., died within its walls in giving
birth to the Princess Katherine of the line of Tudor.?
The father of Edward V. resided there before he
was driven from his throne, and in that stronghold
his mother was left for protection when her royal
consort was compelled to fly the kingdom.*

Whatever, then, may have been the after-con-
sequences as regards his youthful successor, it is a
most mistaken notion to suppose that, when it was
suggested by his council that Edward V. should
be removed to * some more free abode,”® one apart
from the necessary business of state, the Tower
was selected either as a place of captivity, or be-

! See Appendix B. 2 Sandford, book iii. p. 155.
3 Holinshed, p. 709. 4 Sandford, book v. p. 387.
5 Chron. Croy., p. 566.
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cause it was less accessible to his partizans than
the bishop’s palace at St. Paul's, the priory of
St. John'’s Clerkenwell, the regal dwelling at West-
minster, or any other metropolitan abode.

The Tower of London was moreover, by ancient
usage, the ordinary abiding place of English mon-
archs preparatory to their coronation: and as the
chief point for which the council had been assembled
was to deliberate and determine upon the earliest
fitting day for the celebration of that important
ceremony, not only were those counsellors who pro-
posed the Tower as the temporary residence of Ed-
ward V. justified in their selection of it, but it was
the abode established by precedent!, as well as,
under the embarrassing cireumstances in which the
son of Elizabeth Wydville ascended the throne, the
one best calculated to insure his personal safety,
and inspire confidence in the citizens. Both these
points were objects of great importance; for all
ranks in the metropolis had betrayed extreme agi-
tation at the rumours which had preceded the
public entry of the young prince; and it required
the most strenuous exertions on the part of the
Lord Hastings to appease the multitude, and to
justify the strong measures that had occasioned so
much apprehension.

The wavering conduct of Rotheram, archbishop of
York and lord chancellor, tended greatly to increase

1 « Tt had for a long while been the custom of the king or queen
to take up their residence at the Tower for a short time previous to
their coronations, and thence they generally proceeded in state through
the city, to be crowned at Westminster.”— Bayley's History of the
Tower, vol. ii. p. 203.
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the fears which were entertained by the populace’
of impending evil ; for on receiving private intelli-
gence, about midnight, of the arrest of the Lords
Rivers and Grey, he thereupon caused, in all
haste, his servants to be called up, and so, with his
own household about him, and every man wea-
poned, he tooke the great seal with him, and came
yet before day unto the queen,”? delivering unto
her hands this important badge for the ¢ use and
behoof” of her son.?

Repenting him, however, of the imprudence
which he had committed in voluntarily resigning
the signet of state to the queen, “to whom the
custody thereof nothing pertained without espe-
cial commandment of the king,”* he secretly sent
for the seal again on the ensuing day, and brought
it with him to the council chamber, when sum-
moned by his compeers in the late administration
to assist them in allaying the public ferment, which
had assumed so alarming an aspect that the citizens
went ¢ flock-mele in harness,” > and open insurrec-
tion was hourly apprehended.

The appearance, however, of Edward V. in royal
progress at this crisis, and the respectful homage
displayed by the Duke of Gloucester, when, bare-
headed, he pointed out their young king to the
multitude, set all fears at rest®; and the great
council of state, assembled by this prince in his
sovereign’s name, forthwith commenced their de-
liberations in tranquillity, and carried out their
measures without interruption.

1 More, p. 29. 2 Ibid. p. 31. 3 Ibid. 4 TIbid.
5 Ibid. p. 81. 6 Ibid. p. 34. ; and Fabyan, p.513.
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Their first act was to appoint the Duke of Glou-
cester protector of the king and his realm. ¢ Hee was
fallen in so great trust,” observes Sir Thomas More’,
that he was ¢ the only man chose and thought most
mete ” to be nominated to this responsible office ; and
the Chronicler of Croyland ? corroborating this fact,
adds, that “ Richard received the same power as
wasc onferred on Humphrey Duke of Gloucester
during the minority of Henry VI., with the title
of Protector;” and likewise that ¢ this authority
he used by the consent and good pleasure of all the
lords, commanding and forbidding in everything
like another king, as the case required.”® A meet-
ing of the senate, as constituted under the late
reign, was convened for the immediate despatch of
business; and a new parliament was summoned
for the 25th of the ensuing month (June), as shown
by an ancient document preserved in the Lambeth
register.* On the 16th of May the Archbishop of
York, after being severely reproved for having de-
livered up the great seal to the queen, the which
act had spread such alarm in the city, was de-
prived of his office; and Dr. Russel, late privy
seal and bishop of Lincoln, was appointed high
chancellor in his place; *a wise manne and a good,
and of much experience,”® as testified by Sir
Thomas More, “and one of the best learned men,
undoubtedly, that England had in hys time.”®
Divers other lords and knights were displaced, and
new counsellors appointed in their stead ; but the

1 More, p. 34. 2 Chron. Croy., p. 566.
3 Ibid. 4 Royal Wills, p. 347.
5 More, p. 35. 6 Ibid.
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Lord Hastings, late chamberlain of the household,
the Lord Stanley, the Bishop of Ely, and other
personal friends of the deceased monarch, kept still
“ theyr offices that they had before.”*

Various grants were issued by the youthful Ed-
ward ; the functions of government were orderly
and wisely executed ; and the feast of St. John the
Baptist (22d.June) having been fixed as the day
whereon the king’s coronation was without fail to
take place, all now hoped and expected the peace
and prosperity of the realm.?

The 19th of May was decided upon for the pre-
sentation of the new monarch to the estates in
parliament assembled, when, being conducted by
his uncle to Westminster, he delivered a speech from
the throne?®, claiming their fealty and asserting his
royal prerogative and right of succession. ¢ First
to you, right noble lords spiritual and temporal ;
secondly to you, worshipful syres, representing the
commons, God hath called me at my tender age to
be your king and sovereign.” *

He then appeals to their liberality to make the
usual grants for the ‘ sure maintenance of his
high estate,”® and after eulogising * the right noble
and famous prince the Duke of Gloucester, his
uncle, protector of the realm, in whose great pru-
dence, wisdom, and fortunes restyth at this season
the execution of the defence of his realm,” and
noticing the dangers to be apprehended from the

I More, p. 85. 2 Chron. Croy., p. 566.
3 Sharon Turner, vol. iii. p. 419.
Cott. MSS., Vitel. E. 10. 5 Ibid.
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opposing party,  as well against the open enemles
as against the subtle and faint friends of the same,’
the royal speech concludes by urging * thys
hygh court of parliament” to confirm the Duke of
Gloucester in the protectorate, to which he had
been previously nominated by the council of state.!
¢ The power and authority of my Lord Protector is
so behoffull and of reason to be asserted and esta-
blished by the authority of this hygh court, that
among all the causes of the assemblyng of the
parliament in thys tyme of the year, thys is the
greatest and most necessary to be affirmed.” ?

And truly it was so, as regards the necessities of
the state, and the factious spirit that pervaded the
court. This Richard felt; and he wisely desired
that the kingly authority, which as lord protector
had temporarily devolved upon him, should be con-
firmed beyond all controversy by legislative enact-
ment.

His title to be so confirmed was admitted by all
parties. The early death of the young Edward’s
natural parent had left his uncle, as stated in the
speech from the throne, ¢ next in perfect age of the
blood royal to be tutor and protector ”3 to his royal
nephew; and his unblemished character up to this
unlooked-for exaltation is demonstrated by his being
proposed to the young monarch at the ratification

I Cott. MSS., Vitel. E. 10.

2 Ibid. T he whole of this inter estmg document, a copy of whlch
was preserved by Sir Robert Cotton in his mvaluable collection of
MSS., is still extant, although much defaced by the great fire which,
in the commencement of the last century, destroyed so many records
in his ancient library then deposited at Westminster.

3 Cott. MSS., Vitel. E. 10.
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of his protectorate by the assembled peers, as an
example of ‘“majoral cunning [mature wisdom],
felicity, and experience.”?

Gifted as he was with the distinguishing merits
of his time, invincible courage and profound mili-
tary sagacity and skill, it had been better perhaps
for Richard of Gloucester had circumstances not
conspired to elevate him to so lofty a position in the
government of his country; for he was endowed
with qualifications that lead to greatness, and he
was superior to the times in which he lived — times,
be it remembered, when morality was at a very low
. ebb, and when the virtues of private and domestic
life were little estimated, in comparison with bril-
liant exploits, daring courage, and warlike renown.

But the Duke of Gloucester had no competitor
for the kingly office to which he was elected. He
stood alone in his just pretensions to the uncon-
trolled exercise of that dangerous power which
had so suddenly dawned upon him; and, the sole
guardianship of Edward V. having been committed
to his charge by the unanimous voice of the legisla-
ture, he yielded to the lofty feelings of his race, and
henceforth issued the vice-regal mandates under
the high-sounding titles of *“Duke of Gloucester,
brother and uncle of kings, protector and defender
of the realm, great chamberlayne, constable, and
lord high admiral of England.”? Tt is, however,
but justice to this prince to observe, that in adopt-
ing a style so invariably adduced as a proof of

1 Cott. MSS,, Vitel. E. 10.

2 Chron. Croy., p. 566.; also Feedera, xii. p. 184., and Drake’s
Ebor., p. 115.
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his vain-gloriousness and intolerable pride, that
Richard only adhered to the precedent afforded by
Humphrey Duke of Gloucester, who held the same
office in a former reign, and whose protectorate was
the example given when the same power with which
he was invested was now conferred upon the uncle
of Edward V.1

The removal of this monarch from the bishop’s
palace at St. Paul’s to the regal apartments occu-
pied by his predecessors in the Tower, appears, by
his signature to certain instruments? dated from
both those places, to have occurred somewhere
between the 9th and the 19th of May; during
which brief period many weighty appointments
were made by the young king, the most remark-
able of which was the nomination of the Duke of
Buckingham to those high military commands in
South Wales and the English counties adjoining 3
which had so recently been possessed by his uncle
the Lord Rivers, and which it must have caused
Edward extreme pain to have bestowed upon an-
other.* This fact, however, joined to the circum-
stance, before named, of the Earl of Northumber-
land’s investiture with corresponding authority in
the north?®, clearly demonstrates who were the par-

1 The titles used by the uncle of King Henry VI., after his nomi-
nation to the protectorate, were “ Humphrey, by the grace of God
son, brother, and uncle to kings, Duke of Gloucester, Earl of
Henault, &c., Lord of Friesland, Great Chamberlain of the King-
dom of England, Protector and Defender of the said Kingdom and
Church of England.”’— Sandford, book iv. p. 308.

2 See Harl. MSS., 485. p. 221.

3 Rymer’s Add. MSS., 4616., art. 6.

4 Foedera, vol. xii. p. 180. 5 Drake’s Ebor., p. 111.
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ties that incited the Duke of Gloucester to the
severe measures he adopted; owing to the alleged
plot for the destruction of himself, which is detailed
by all contemporary writers, and the particulars
connected with which, there can be mno doubt,
were communicated to Richard by the two lords,
thus speedily recompensed with such powerful and
honourable offices. One thing connected with these
is remarkable: that although the appointments
above named, and all others indeed that were
made by Edward V. after his removal from Stoney
Stratford, — the very day subsequent to which, it
should be noticed, Northumberland’s indenture is
dated, viz. 1st of May, 1483 !,—must have been
executed by the advice, if not at the instigation,
of his uncle of Gloucester; and although Richard’s
assumption of the protectorate was confirmed within
a few days by the council of state, and the election
of these counsellors ratified before the close of the
month by the higher authority of parliament, yet

his name never appears in any of the official docu-
ments issued by his royal nephew?, until after his
formal induction into that high preferment by the
lords spiritual and temporal duly convened for that
purpose by Edward V.2 From that day, however,
all and each instrument issued in the young king’s
name* concluded with the words by the advice of
our dearest uncle the Duke of Gloucester, protector
of our realm of England during our youth,”® and

1 Harl. MSS., 433. p. 228.

2 See Foedera, vol. xii. p. 179, 180. 3 Royal Wills, p. 347.
4 Feedera, vol. xii. p. 184

5 Whatever difference of opinion may have prevailed relative to
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the almost despotic power which centred in him
after his title was thus confirmed past all dispute
— power, as states the annalist of that period,
‘“used by the consent and good pleasure of all the
lords ”— was such, “that it empowered him,” he
adds, as has been before stated, “to command and
forbid in everything like another king.”?

Richard of Gloucester was now in effect the
ruler of the kingdom, its sovereign, all but in title:
and the regal authority which thus so unexpectedly
devolved upon him— changing his condition in the
short space of five weeks from the dependent sta-
tion of the sovereign’s younger brother to a posi-
tion so elevated that it entitled him to govern the
monarch himself as well as to wield the destinies
of the nation, as sole arbiter of the acts and actions
of a minor prince—rekindled, there can be little
doubt, in his heart the germs of that hereditary
ambition which had lain dormant since his earliest
infancy.

Formed by nature for command, and possessing
clear and enlarged views of the exigencies of the
times, and the wants of the country over whose

the motives or conduct of Richard Duke of Gloucester, he has ever
been considered a fast and steady friend. This is curiously in-
stanced in the first occasion on which he signed himself Protector.
By an instrument bearing date the 19th of May, 1483, his early
companion and associate in arms, the Lord Lovell, was appointed to
the valuable office of chief butler, which had been bestowed by
Edward IV. on the Lord Rivers. The nomination is thus expressed
in the original grant : — ¢ Viscount Lovell, appointed chief butler of
England by the advice of our most entirely beloved uncle the Duke
of Gloucester, protector of our realm: anno 1 Edw. V.” — Hazl.
MSS., 433. fo. 221. b.
1 Chron. Croy., p. 566.



RICHARD THE THIRD. 49

interests he was called upon to preside, Richard
felt himself qualified to regulate with zeal and
ability the complicated machinery of that govern-
ment, which was now entrusted to his guidance.
But, however much he may have been fitted by
temperament as well as ability to control and to
direct an executive so complex and involved as
that which his consanguinity to Prince Edward
entailed upon him, it must surely be admitted
that the dangerous power which Gloucester so
unhappily attained was the result of no illegal
measures pursued by himself, but was the volun-
tary gift, first of the privy council, and finally, of
the whole legislature itself assembled in parliament.
The council of state convened for this purpose, be-
fore the dissolution of the old parliament and the
assembling of the new one, was sufficiently power-
ful to have resisted the duke’s assumption of the
high office which he claimed as his birthright had
the haughty nobles in that age of baronial dignity
considered it to have been unjustifiably seized and
unlawfully exercised. The young King was se-
curely lodged in his royal citadel; he had been
there placed expressly to admit of free discussion,
so that his person was no longer subject to his
uncle’s detention, when parliament confirmed Ri-
chard in the protectorate: neither had this prince
an_army in the metropolis, nor resources either
civil or military, sufficient to intimidate his oppo-
nents, even had he evinced such a disposition to
violence. But he rested his pretensions on ancient
usage, he based his claims on a character free from
stain and reproach; and the result of the solemn
VOL. II E .
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CHAP. XII

Richard Duke of Gloucester enters upon the duties of the Protec-
torate. — State of the realm during the minority of Edward V.—
Demoralization of the English nation at this corrupt period. —
Divisions in the council. — Preparations for the coronation of
Edward V. — Richard’s difficult position induces him to aim at
a prolonged ~protectorate. — Conspiracy for his destruction. —
Arrest and execution of the Lord Hastings, and of the Lords Rivers
and Grey. — The young Duke of York withdrawn from sanc-
tuary. — Placed in the Tower with his royal brother,— Gloucester
aspires to the crown, in consequence of the discovery that the late
king’s marriage was illegal. — The offspring of Edward IV.
declared illegitimate, — The citizens of London tender the crown
to Richard. —Edward V. formally deposed by the legislature. —
Richard Duke of Gloucester proclaimed king by the title of
Richard III.

Tue eyes of the whole nation were now fixed
upon the Duke of Gloucester. Upon his wisdom
hung the fate of the empire, upon his integrity the
welfare of its monarch. In the very face of a po-
litical convulsion, more formidable than any which
had threatened the peace of the kingdom since the
disastrous feuds which terminated in the elevation
of his brother to the throne, he had secured the
tranquil accession of Edward V., quelled the di-
visions in the late king’s council, revived the sink-
ing spirits of the people, and restored faith and
confidence in the government. And all this with-
out striking a blow, without causing the death
of one human being, or sullying the efforts of his
E 2
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vigorous mind by acts of cruelty, vengeance, or
retaliation. !

At no period of his life was Richard of Glou-
cester so truly great as when he thus achieved a
moral victory over powerful adversaries, whom he
awed not more by his military renown than he
subdued by his sagacity and self-possession. Civil
war must inevitably have ensued had no legitimate
claimant for the protectorate existed. A succes-
sion of insults inflicted by the Wydville family?,
and of jealousies long endured by the ancient no-
bility of the realm, rendered an appeal to the sword
unavoidable; and the fear of this impending col-
lision, there can be little doubt, led to Gloucester’s
being so unanimously confirmed in the protector-
ship by the friends of both parties, after he had
forcibly seized that dignity, whether in virtue of
former precedents, or, as asserted by Buck?® in
pursuance of the deceased king’s command.

In consequence, however, of the embarrassing
circumstances which arose almost immediately after
this event, and which so completely disorganised
the whole state of public affairs, attention has
never been sufficiently directed to the threatened
evils and miserable feuds that must inevitably

1 « Without any slaughter, or the shedding of as much blood as
would issue from a cut finger.” — Chron. Croy., p. 566.

2 Buck, in noticing ¢ the insolency of the queen’s kindred,” states, |
that they ¢ stirred up competitions and turbulencies among the
nobles, and became so insolent and public in their pride and out- |
rages towards the people, that they forced their murmurs at length |
to bring forth mutiny against them.” Again, ¢ they extended their |
malice to the princes of the blood and chief nobility, many times by /
slanders and false suggestions, privately incensing the king against
them.” — Lib: i. p. 12.

3 Buck, lib.i. p.11.
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have desolated the land, had the youthful monarch,
in conjunction with his mother and her family,
been opposed to the ancient lords of the realm?; at
an era as remarkable for the insufficiency of the
regal prerogative as for the preponderating in-
fluence of the nobility. Gloucester, by his consti-
tutional calmness, and his experience in the civil
government of men, saw the dangers which threat-
ened the destruction of his royal house, and the
heir of the Yorkist dynasty. Bold in design, and
enterprising in spirit, his ready genius discerned,
and his prudence selected, a middle path, between
open rebellion to his sovereign® and ignoble sub-
mission to the queen mother ; and seizing upon the

opportunity which the actions of Dorset and Rivers |

afforded of crushing these impending hostilities,
without either party having recourse to arms, he
entered with alacrity and zeal upon the daring
career which he had seen the urgent necessity of
adopting, and from which he never withdrew until
he had secured to himself the power of carrying
into effect, under the sanction and authority of
parliament, those resolute measures which he had
boldly commenced on his own responsibility.

And so far not a shadow of blame can attach to

1 If the queen’s kindred ‘should assemble in the king’s name
much people, they should give the lords (atwixt whom and them had
been sometime debate) to fear and suspect lest they should gather
this people, not for the king’s safeguard, whom no man impugned, but
for their destruction. .......... . For which cause they [the
nobles] should assemble on the other party much people again for
their defence,” ¢ and thus should all the realm fall on a roar,” —
More, p. 22.

2 Ibid.

E 3
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the memory of Richard of Gloucester. In his am-
bition to rule the state during his nephew’s mino-
rity he was borne out by the usage of the times,
and by that pride of birth inherent in every branch
of the Plantagenets; but there is nothing in this
desire to indicate that Gloucester had formed any
sinister design for usurping the throne, or that he
contemplated the death of the Lords Rivers and
Grey when he caused these nobles to be arrested
and imprisoned until such time as he had tho-
roughly investigated the reports® which were gene-
rally circulated against them.? There can scarcely,
indeed, be a greater proof that the severities subse-
quently practised against the prisoners were not
the mere result of casual reports, than the fact of
the young monarch’s preceptor, Dr. Alcock, bishop
of Worcester, who was seized at the same time
with the other royal attendants3 being released
from captivity and set at large in the metropolis
within a fortnight* of his arrest at Stratford :
added to this, that the treasurer of the young
prince’s household, Sir Richard Croft, was speedily
rewarded for his services by a pension for life® ;
and that no imputation of any kind was ever cast

1 The Lord Hastings assured the council that Rivers and Grey
should no longer remain under arrest * than till the matter were
(not by the dukes only, but also by all the other Lords of the king’s
council) indifferently examined, and by other discretion ordered,
and either judged or appeased.” — More, p. 32.

2 <« They were accused of having conspired the death of the pro-
tector.” — Rous, Hist. Reg. Ang., p. 217.

3 These were Dr. Alcock, preceptor and president of his council ;
Sir Thomas Vaughan, lord chamberlain ; Sir Richard Hurst, treasurer
of the household.

4 Royal Wills, p. 845.

5 Harl. MSS., No. 433. fo. 58.
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upon King Edward's chancellor, upon his lord
steward, or any other members of his establish-
ment! who remained behind at Ludlow, although
Sir Thomas Vaughan? and Sir Richard Hurst, ar-
rested at Stratford with the Lords Rivers and
Grey, were detained in prison, and eventually
executed with those noblemen.

The conduct indeed of the duke of Gloucester
up to this period, considering the temper and cha-
racter of the times, was irreproachable. His pro-
ceedings, though startling, from the stern decision
which they indicated, were not acted in the dark’;
not clandestinely pursued, but openly, before the
gaze of the people.?

There was, moreover, no necessity for plotting
or intrigue, inasmuch as his interposition at Strat-
ford was forced upon him by the noblest in the
land, and sanctioned by the highest in authority.
And that honourable position which Gloucester so
speedily attained, owing to the jealousies of other
and less noble minds, was never, it ought to be
remembered, made a reproach to him until the
same spirit of jealousy and craving for power, the
same conflicting interests in the rival lords*, who,

! The other members of the prince’s establishment were, the
Bishop of St. David’s, chancellor ; Sir Wm. Stanley, steward of the
household ; Sir Richard Croft, treasurer. — Slane MSS., No. 3.
479. ; and Harl. MSS., No. 438. fo. 665.

2 Sir Thomas Vaughan was nearly related to the Wydville family,
and through the interest of the queen he had been appointed by
Edward IV. treasurer of the king’s chamber, and master of his
Jjewels. — Cal. Rot., p. 311.

3 Polydore Virgil, lib. i. p. 11. ; and More, p. 29. .

4 ¢« In especial twayne, Henry Duke of Buckingham and William
Lord Hastings. ...... . « « these two not bearing eche to other, so
much love, as hatred both, unto the queen’s party.” — More, p. 21.

E 4
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to promote their own selfish ends, had rekindled
that inordinate ambition which was the evil genius
of Richard’s house, made them seek to enslave the
victim whom they had exalted, solely to advance
their own aspiring views. Thus embarrassed and
surrounded with difficulties, keenly alive to the im-
portant charge confided to his care, but unable
from the rivalry and envy of his compeers to
follow the dictates of his own better judgment,
Gloucester was gradually tempted to adopt mea-
sures so offensive to the young king, that he soon
found his personal safety had become compromised’,
in consequence of which he was led to depart from
that virtuous and honourable path which had cha-
racterised his youth and his manhood, and to enter
upon a course which probably he never would have
attempted had he not been swayed by evil coun-
sellors, and made the tool of treacherous and time-
serving allies.

Succeeding ages have dwelt on this epoch as one
of the most corrupt in English history, and justly
so. ‘The state of things and the dispositions of
men were such,” writes Sir Thomas More, ¢ that a
man could not tell whom he might trust, or whom
he might fear?;” and almost similar sentiments are
expressed in a letter written by one high in office
at this identical time,—‘‘every man doubts the
other.” 2 It has been already shown, that from the

1 ¢ The matter was broken unto the Duke of Bukingham by the
protector,” who declared unto him ““that the young king was
offended with him, for his kinsfolk’s sake, and that if he was ever
able, he would revenge them.” — More, p. 64.

2 Ibid. 3 Excerpt. Hist., p. 17.



RICHARD THE THIRD. 57

period of the birth of Richard of Gloucester up to
the date of his elevation to the protectorate, the
worst passions had disgraced, and the most un-
worthy motives influenced, the highest in rank
and station.

The Duke of Gloucester well remembered that
the leading members of the very council who were
now associated with him in carrying out the mea-
sures of government were those peers and prelates
who had been bribed by the wily monarch of
France!, Louis XI. ; who had sacrificed honour to
gold, and in whom the love of wealth was stronger *
than the love of their country. He well knew,
also, that their unanimity when raising him to be
¢ defender of the realm” arose more from hatred to
the queen and her family than from respect to him-
self, or devotion to their youthful sovereign; and
with his keen perception of human character, he
could entertain little doubt that the support which
they now gave him, and the loyalty they professed
towards their prince, had no more solid basis than
the wavering and time-serving policy that had
twice elevated his royal brother to the throne, and
twice deposed his unhappy rival.

In selecting the Duke of Gloucester, then, as a
peculiar object of execration, and as seeming to

I Jean Tillet, with Phil. de Comines, tells us that the Lord
Howard, in less than two years, had the value of 24,000 crowns in
plate,-coins, and jewels, over and above his annual pension ; the
Lord Hastings at one time to the value of 2000 marcs in plate,
besides his pension ; and Dr. Rotherham, bishop of Lincoln, lord
chancellor of England, and Dr. Morton, bishop of Ely, master of the
rolls, with other noblemen and councillors of special eredit with the
king, had 2000 crowns apiece per annum. — Buck, lib. i. p. 29.
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concentrate in himself, in an extreme degree, the
evil principles which characterised an age so selfish
and demoralised, great injustice has been done to
this prince; no mention ever being made of his
nobler qualities, as a palliative to those vices which
have been alone perpetuated, or attention drawn
to the particular merits of his character, his fidelity,
his patriotism, and his integrity, in the many offices
of trust and importance which he had filled with
equal honour to himself and benefit to his country.
He did not, it is true, escape the infection of the
corrupt times in which he lived, or remain un-
tainted by the love of power, which in that day
seemed to supersede all other feelings saving the
desire of wealth alone. And who, imbued from
infancy with these the leading features of his age,
stimulated by a father’s example, strengthened by
a brother’s precepts, could have passed through
life uninfluenced by the pernicious education which,
from his very cradle, had taught him to covet a
crown ? —not the imperious Plantagenets, whose
ascendancy was characterised by violence, usurp-
ation and homicide! — not the race of York,
“greedy and ambitious of authority ”? — not the
sole surviving brother of a fraternity, “ great,
stately,” *impatient of partners!” 3

Had Richard of Gloucester died after his eleva-
| tion to the Protectorate, and before he had tasted
the sweets of sovereignty, coupled with what dif-

|

ferent associations would his name have descended |

1 Biondi’s Civill Warres, vol. i. lib. iv. p. 1.
2 More, p. 7. 3 Ibid.
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to posterity ! Evil, there can be little doubt would
equally have befallen his ill-fated nephew; but
Richard would have been commemorated as the
prince who had stayed the demon of war at the
accession of young Edward, and blunted the arrows
of discord when the bow was bent, and the shaft
had well nigh winged its flight at the victims of
ambition, of hatred, and of revenge. Then would
his motto, ¢ Loyalty bindeth me,” have been strictly
realised by his actions!; then would his memory
have been united with that of Edward V. in the
literal manner in which, by a singular coincidence,
the only specimens of their autographs combined
(of which the subjoined is a fac-simile) have been
transmitted to posterity, — the protector’s name
beneath that of his youthful sovereign, followed
by the words ¢ Loyaulté me li¢.”

P LA
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The want of confidence that pervaded the highest
in rank, both temporal and ecclesiastical, is strikingly

1 << Hijs loyalty bearing a most constant expression in his motto,”
says Sir George Buck, ¢ Loyaultt me li¢’ (loyalty bindeth me) ;
which I have seen written by his own hand, and subscribed Richard
Gloucester.” The autograph here mentioned is still extant, having
been preserved in the Cott. MSS., Vesp. F. xiii. fo. 53.
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displayed by the refusal of the late king’s executors
to carry into effect the provisions of their royal
master’s will.

As a contrast, however, to this melancholy pic-
ture, a pleasing instance is afforded of the high
estimation which, at this corrupt period, Cecily
Duchess of York still maintained in public estima-
tion!; for Baynard’s Castle, her metropolitan abode?
and the place where she was at this time sojourning,
was selected by the two archbishops and eight other
prelates, for holding the meeting which placed her
late son’s property under ecclesiastical sequestra-
tion ?, and for depositing also the king’s jewels?,
which were thenceforth entrusted to his mother’s

I Although the name of the Duchess of York seldom occurs in
connection with the political events of Edward the Fourth’s reign,
yet there are not wanting a few brief notices of this illustrious lady,
that carry on her personal history up to that monarch’s decease.
Among the Tower records is preserved a privy seal bill (temp. 8th
Edw. IV.), conveying to the Lady Cecily a grant of certain lands
in the vicinity of the monastery of St. Benett, ‘“for so moche as
our dearest lady mother hath instantly sued unto us for this matter,
and for so much also as our very trust is in her.,” At the back of
the instrument, written in the king’s own hand, are these words : ~—
¢ My Lord Chauncellor, this must be done.” (Dr. Stillington was at
that time lord chancellor of England.) During King Edward’s in-
vasion of France, in 1475, the following mention is made of the
Lady Cecily in the Paston Letters (vol. ii, p. 181.): “ My Lady of
York and all her household is here at St. Benett’s, and purpose to
abide there still, till the king come from beyond the sea, and longer
if she like the air there as it is said.” (St. Benett’s was a mitred

¢ abbey at Holm, in the parish of Horning, county of Norfolk, then a

structure of great importance, now a mere ruin in the midst of a
dreary level marsh.) In 1480 (20th Edw.IV.), it appears that
Cecily Duchess of York and her sister Anne Duchess of Bucking-
ham both professed themselves religious, at Northampton, on the
same day.” — See Nicholl’s Hist. and Antig. of Fotheringay.

2 Archzologia, P. xiii. p. 7.

3 Roy. Wills, p. 345. P lbld.
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charge, as it would seem, because the executors
were mutually distrustful of each other.

The Duke of Gloucester was present at this
meeting ;—another cause for believing that he must
in some measure have been connected with, or in-
terested in, the contents of his brother’s last tes-
tament. The length of time which separates this
distant period from the present age precludes the
possibility of ascertaining precisely how far Richard
Duke of Gloucester and the Lady Cecily partici-
pated in the same sentiments: but it appears that,
on reaching London, he repaired at once to the
abode of his venerable parent, and continued for

“some days an inmate with her; which circumstance

affords reason for surmising that the Lady Cecily
approved of the measures he had pursued, and was
in all likelihood a party concerned in instigating
him to adopt them, from the frequent messengers
which are said to have met him upon his arrival at
York, and on the road to Northampton.! This
fact is important, for as this illustrious lady had
recently become a member of the Benedictine order?,
her religious vows?® would seem a sufficient surety
that she would not lend herself to any nefarious
projects, either for disinheriting her grandchild, or
for unjustly elevating her son to the throne; al-
though there can be little doubt that the death of
the Duke of Clarence, promoted as it had been by
the queen and Lord Rivers, still rankled deeply
and painfully in the heart of every member of the

1 More, p. 85., and Drake’s Eborac., p. 111.
2 Cott, MSS., Vitel. L. fo. 17.
3 See Appendix C.
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house of York, at an era more remarkable for re-
talition and revenge than for the Christian virtues
of mercy and forgiveness.

Unhappily for all parties, this rancorous feeling
was constantly fed by the knowledge that the
enormous wealth of the deceased and attainted
prince, together with the person, guardianship,
and marriage of his youthful heir, the Earl of
Warwick, instead of enriching his own kindred,
had been conferred upon, and was still in the hands
of, a Grey, the Lord of Dorset.! Neither, indeed,
could Gloucester or the Lady Cecily entertain a
doubt that if the same aspiring and not over scru-
pulous race, who had ruined the fame of one |
brother and procured the execution of the other, |
could but secure the ear of the new sovereign?,
himself likewise, the late monarch’s only surviving
brother, would speedily fall a victim to their hatred
and ambition.?

Thus on the demise of Edward IV., or rather at
the accession of Edward V., a struggle for pre-
eminence, altogether apart from all merely political
questions, arose between the young monarch’s royal
kindred and his maternal relatives. The natural
consequence was, that the protector was instigated
and supported in his resolute measures by every
branch of his own princely house*; but chiefly by

I Cal. Rot., p. 325.

2 «« Howbeit, as great peril is growing, if we suffer this young
king in our enemies’ hand, which, without his willing, might abuse
the name of his commandment, to any of our undoing, which thing
God and good provision forbid.” — More, p. 20.

8 ¢« As easily as they have done some other, already as near of his
royal blood as we.” — Ibid.

4 The Duke of Buckingham, as already shown, was a Plantagenet
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his mother, whose heart had ever inclined to
Richard, the youngest but most judicious of her
sons; and that her own kindred, the lordly Nevilles,
were equally zealous in espousing his causel, is
shown by one of the first acts of his protectorate
being to endow the Lord Neville with the consta-
bleship of the Castle of Pontefract? in reward for
his faithful adherence.

The month of May, ushered in so ominously
by the seizure of Edward V. and the dispersion of
his attendants, and rendered, afterwards, so re-
markable by its comprehending, in the brief space
of days, acts that in the ordinary course of things

~ it would take months, if not years, to carry into

effect, glided on more tranquilly towards its
close than the portentous events which heralded
its dawn would have seemed to prognosticate.
Richard presided with his characteristic energy
at the helm of state, assisted, there is reason to
suppose, by a council appointed at the time when
he was nominated to the protectorate ; and although
no document is known to be extant recording the
names of such nobles as were deputed, according
to ancient precedent, to assist Gloucester in his ar-

by descent from Thomas of Woodstock, the fifth son of Edward III. ;
and the Lord Howard, whose fidelity to Richard is a subject of his-
torical notoriety, was also a Plantagenet, being lineally descended
from Thomas of Brotherton, younger son of King Edward I.

1 8ir George Neville, lord Bergavenny, and Henry Neville, his
son, nephews of the Duchess of York, were also among his zealous
partizans, and were rewarded with proofs of his gratitude. Henry
Percy, earl of Northumberland, his chief supporter, was likewise
allied to the Nevilles, that nobeman’s brother having married Ellinor,
the Lady Cecily’s sister.

2 Harl. MSS., 433. fo. 223.
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duous duties, yet the connection of the most firm
of King Edward’s friends, and of the most zealous
of Gloucester’s supporters, with the measures of
the protector enables a tolerable judgment to be
formed as to who were his political associates in
the administration.!

The new acts of the young monarch being at-
tested at Westminster, as well as at the Tower?
intimates also that the council assembled at both
of these places; and trivial as it may appear, this
circumstance conveys an important fact, inasmuch
as it proves that the youthful monarch was under
no undue restraint, but that he occasionally joined
his council at Westminster, or was visited by its
members at his apartments in the Tower, after ¢ the
court was removed to the Castle Royal and chief
house of safety in the kingdom;”?® thus proving
him to have been accessible to his lordly subjects,
and by no means under the restraint generally re-
puted to have been imposed on him by the protector.

A state of things so tranquil and harmonious
could not, however, long continue, taking into con-
sideration the secret views entertained by the dif-

1 The names of these nobles are — Hastings, lord chamberlain to
Edward 1V.; Stanley, lord steward of the late king’s household ;
Rotherham, archbishop of York, and Morton, bishop of Ely. These
servants of the late king were also his executors. (See Royal Wills,
p- 347.) Of Gloucester’s peculiar and especial party may be named,
Buckingham, created constable of the Duchy of Lancaster ; Nor-
thumberland, warden of the North ; Howard, senmeschal of the
Duchy of Lancaster ; and Lovel, chief butler of England. The
neutral party were, Bourchier, archbishop of Canterbury ; Russel,
bishop of Lincoln, the new lord chancellor ; and Gunthorp, dean of
Wells, his successor in the office of privy seal.

2 See Feedera, xii. p. 180. ; and Harl. MSS., 433. p. 221.

3 Buck, lib. i. p. 11.
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ferent parties of which the council was composed,
and the discordant feelings which influenced the
advisers of young Edward’s administration. They
had all united in opposing the queen and her
family, when they had reason to dread their aim-
ing at the regency!; and both had joyfully elevated
Gloucester to the guardianship of the king, the
more effectually to crush his rivals in power.

But in so doing they had not designed to invest
this prince with the absolute power conferred on
him by the senate, ‘commanding and forbidding
in every thing like another king!”?* and could ill
brook the haughty independence, the proud de-
cision, and the regal superiority which Gloucester
immediately assumed, both in the councils of state
and in the style of his decrees. They felt that
nothing more had been done than the transfer of
the government of the realm from the ‘queen’s
blood to the more noble of the king’s blood?;”
and that the benefit and patronage anticipated by
the opposing parties, instead of being neutralised,
as they had hoped, by the protector, was now alto-
gether concentrated in his hands. Peaceably, there-
fore, as Richard had obtained the ascendency, it
was an office too much bordering on despotic au-
thority to be viewed otherwise than with distrust
and envy by his compeers ; and occasions speedily
occurred for making this feeling apparent. The
first symptom of discontent, says the annalist of
Croyland, arose from ‘the detention of the king’s

! Buck, lib. i. p. 12.
2 Chron. Croy., p. 566. 3 Ibid.
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relatives and servants in prison, and the protector
not having sufficiently provided for the honour and
security of the queen.”! For the late monarch’s
servants, although opposed to the royal Elizabeth
when in her prosperity she abused the indulgence
of her illustrious consort, had relented towards their
widowed mistress in this her hour of adversity;
and the more so, as their own jealous feelings had
now become excited against a rival whom they
suspected to be fully as aspiring, and felt to be far
more powerful, than either the queen or her ob-
noxious kindred. These sentiments, at first slowly
admitted, gained strength as it was seen that all
vacant offices of profit or trust were bestowed on
Gloucester’s adherents; and a visible disunion in
the council was the natural result. This disunion
was displayed in various ways, but chiefly by se-
cret meetings held at the private dwelling-house
of the Duke of Gloucester; and that, too, not un-
frequently at the same time when such members
of the council as favoured the young king and
his mother were formally and officially assembled
elsewhere.?

Richard had quitted Baynard’s Castle upon the
removal of his nephew to the Tower, and had
established himself at his metropolitan abode® in
Bishopsgate Street*; whither, says Sir Thomas
More, “little by little, all folk withdrew from the

1 Chron. Croy., p. 566. 2 More, p. 66.

3 ¢ Richard Duke of Gloucester and lord protector, afterwards
king by the name of Richard III., was lodged in Crosby Place.” —
Stowe’s London, p. 106.

4 Fabyan, p. 513.
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Tower, and drew to Crosbie’s Place, where the
Protector kept his household.”?!

This open display of pre-eminence and strength
on the part of Gloucester increased the mistrust
and doubt which had already taken possession of
the minds of his adversaries?; and it is related that

the Lord Stanley in particular, between whom and -

the Lord of Gloucester there was little love,® “ said
unto the Lord Hastings, that he much misliked
these two several councils; for while we (quod he)
talk of one matter in the tone place, little wot we
whereof they talk in the tother place.”* Neverthe-
less, for a time the important affairs of state con-
tinued to progress without serious interruption,
and the month of June was ushered in by active
preparations for the coronation of Edward V. This
ceremonial was officially announced as definitively
fixed for the 22d inst. ; and letters were addressed
to numerous persons in the king’s name?, charging
them “to be prepared to receive the order of
knighthood at his coronation, which he intended to
solemnize at Westminster on the 22d of the same
month.”¢  Costly robes’ were ordered for this

1 More, p. 67. 2 Thid.
31In an old MS. poem, written by Robert Glover, Somerset
herald in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, there is a quaint deseription
of two quarrels between the Lord Stanley and Richard of Gloucester
when in the north, both of which were decided by force of arms.
In the last encounter Stanley’s men defeated Richard’s forces near
Salford Bridge ; and the poem says, —
¢ Jack o’ Wigan, he did take
The Duke of Gloueester’s banner,
And hung it up in Wigan church,
A monument to his honour.”

4 More, p. 67. 5 See Appendix D.
6 Feedera, vol. xii. p. 185. 7 See Appendix E.
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“ honourable solemnitie,”! of which the time ap-
pointed “then so near approached that the pageants
and subtleties? were in making day and night at
Westminster, and much victuals killed therefore
‘that afterwards was cast away.”® The nobles and
knights from all parts of the realm were summoned
by the Duke of Gloucester® and came thick to

1 The entry in the Wardrobe accounts, setting forth that robes
were ordered for ¢ the Lord Edward, son of Edward IV., for his
apparel and array,” the which entry Lord Orford first brought to
notice in his ¢ Historic Doubts” (p. 64.), there can exist no doubt,
formed part of the preparations mentioned by Sir Thomas More as
devised by the lords in council for ‘¢ the honourable solemnitie” of
the young king’s coronation. By the annexed entry, preserved
among the Harl. MSS. (No. 433. art. 1651.), these preparations
appear to have been carried on almost up to the very day fixed upon
for the ceremonial. ¢ Warrant for payment of 14/. 11s. 5d. to John
Belle, in full contentacion of 32/ 2s. 7d., for certain stuff of wildfowl
of him bought by Sir John Elrington, ayenst that time that the
coronation of the bastard son of King Edward should have been
kept and holden.” Now the marked distinction in the wording of
these two memoranda show at once that one was inserted before, and
the other after, the illegitimacy of the prince had been established ;
and removes all doubts as to the robes having been ordered for the
young king’s coronation, at the time when the letters announcing the
ceremony as fixed for the 22d June were issued. Preparations for
the coronation of Richard JII. were not commenced until after the
illegitimacy of the young princes had been admitted. From that
time all notices relative to the deposed sovereign are couched in the
same language as the entry above quoted from the Harl. MSS., the
epithet, ¢ bastard son of King Edward,” being invariably affixed,
because from this defective title of hlS nephew arose the Protector’s
elevation to the crown.

2 Subtleties or sotilties signified paste moulded into the form of
figures, animals, &c., and grouped so as to represent some scriptural or
political device. At the coronation of King Henry VI. “a sotiltie
graced every course ;" a description of one of which will suffice to
exemplify the nature of the emblematical confectionery that was so
much estimated at this period. At the third course was exhibited,”
states Fabyan, “a sotiltie of the Virgin with her Child in her lap,
and holding a crown in her hand: St. George and St. Denis kneeling
on either side, presenting to her, King Henry with a ballad in his
hand.” — Fab. Chron., p. 419.

3 More, p. 76. 4 Ibid. p. 66.
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grace that ceremonial ; and the Duchess of Glouces-
ter, having been sent for by the Protector, ¢ reached
the metropolis on the aforesaid 5th instant,”! and
joined her husband at Crosby Place.

Meanwhile the difficulties of Gloucester’s position
daily increased. He feared to release the Lords
Rivers and Grey, yet he knew that each day’s cap-
tivity alienated the young king’s affection farther
from himself. The royal youth had been too early
and too strenuously imbued with affection for his
mother’s kindred, whose interest it had been from
childhood to conciliate his love, not to bemoan
deeply and bitterly their continued separation from
him: their ‘imprisonment,” we are told, ¢ was
grievous to him!”? Whether it was that the mild
and gentle Edward V. was deficient in that moral
energy and daring spirit which formed the chief,
nay, sole recommendation of the period in which he
lived, or that he betrayed a physical incapacity for
exercising the regal prerogative in such troubled
times, cannot at this distant period be determined;
but the assertion of Sir Thomas More, that the
increased popularity of Gloucester ¢ left the king
in manner desolate,”® would seem to indicate that
there must have been some stronger motive for
this palpable desertion of the young king, and for |
the deference paid to Richard, than could have
 arisen merely from the power attached to an office |
which the latter had exercised but a few weeks,
and which all men knew, in a yet shorter period of
time, would cease altogether.

1 Excerpt. Hist., p. 17.
2 More, p. 64. 3 Ibid. p. 66.

F 3
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The high dignity of protector of the realm al-
ways lapsed after the coronation of the monarch,
whose regal authority, during infancy, it was the
peculiar province of that office to maintain!; and
setting aside the knowledge that such had been
invariably the case in all minorities preceding
that of Edward V., the legislature, in nominating
Richard as protector, expressly restricted him to
“ the same power? as was conferred on Hum-
phrey Duke of Gloucester during the minority of
Henry VL.”

The disastrous fate of this excellent and noble
prince was of too recent occurrence for all matters
connected with his lamentable end to be forgotten ;
and Richard well knew that the Lancastrian mo-
narch, whom his brother had deposed, was crowned
in his eighth year, with the express design of ter-
minating the office and power of his uncle the lord
protector ; neither was he likely to forget that the
murder of Humphrey Duke of Gloucester ® resulted
from the jealous and determined malice of his po-
litical enemies. The subject of these memoirs
flourished in an age of dark superstition — one in
which omens and presages, soothsaying and necro-
mancy held an unbounded influence over the minds
of all men; and the uncle of Edward V., beset as he
was with perplexities of no ordinary kind, became
feelingly alive, there can be little doubt, to the ill-
omened title which he bore#, and the presage of evil
which seemed especially to attach to its being con-

! Rot. Parl., vol. iv. p. 326. 2 Chron. Croy., 566.
3 Hall, p. 209. 4 See Appendix F.
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joined to that of lord protector.! Had the brother
of Edward IV. been nominated regent instead of
protector, or had the disturbed state of the realm
led to the extreme measure of a prolonged pro-
tectorate until his nephew was of age to govern in
his own person, Richard of Gloucester in all like-
lihood had never aspired to be king ; but his proud
spirit could ill brook the prospect that awaited him
of sinking into a mere lord of council ?, after having
ruled for some months in the capacity of protector
of the realm ; and life possessed too many charms
at the age of thirty for him calmly to reflect on the
more than probability that he would fall a victim
to the same dangerous elevation which had proved
the death-warrant of preceding Dukes of Glou-
cester.

Two paths alone seemed opened to him; either
to conciliate the young king by releasing Rivers
and Grey, and acting thenceforth in conjunction
with the queen and her kindred, or boldly to form
a distinct interest for himself under the hope of
its leading to some more permanent authority.
In the former case he must sacrifice Hastings?
Buckingham, Northumberland , and his noblest
supporters, and sink into one of the Wydville train,

1 Holinshed, p. 211. 2 Parl. Roll, vol. iv. p. 338.

38 « Hastings feared that if the supreme power fell into the hands
of those of the queen’s blood, they would avenge upon him the in-
Jjuries which they had received.” — Chron. Croy., p. 564.

4 Buckingham and Northumberland were the chief accusers of the
Wiydvilles, and the instigators of the arrest of the Lords Rivers and
Grey ; who ¢ would prick him (the king) forward thereunto if they
escaped ; for they wolde remember their imprisonment.”” — More,
p. 64.

r 4
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—a degradation from which his pride of birth as
a Plantagenet recoiled ; — and in the latter case he
was so much beholden to the above-named nobles,
that his honour was, as it were, pledged to them ;
although he was already convinced, from the jea-
lousy which they had evinced in the executive
deliberations, that it was doubtful whether he
would be enabled to carry out any measures of
farther aggrandizement. With his usual sagacity,
then, and a keen perception of the desperate cha-
racter of the times, he resolved on being prepared
for either extreme ; accordingly, on the eighth in-
stant, by the hand of one of his faithful adherents,
Thomas Brackenbury, he renewed his former con-
nection with the city of York, by writing to the
authorities of that placel, in reply to ¢ letters
of supplication which they had recently addressed
to him, preferring some request to which he pro-
mised speedy attention?; and when accused of
“ cajolery,” in thus keeping himself alive in the
remembrance of his friends in that city, it seems
always to have been forgotten that York and the
northern towns had been for nearly ten years under
Richard’s immediate jurisdiction; that he was
warmly and firmly beloved in that part of Eng-
land ; and that the letter which he has been charged
with writing ‘artfully, to curry favour,” was, in
effect, an official answer to an earnest appeal

1 See Appendix G.

2 Drake, who has published this letter from the original MS.
preserved among the records of the city of York, states that ¢ York
and the northern parts were his strongest attachment ; and, in order
to make the city more in his interest, a remarkable letter was sent

from him and delivered to the lord mayor by Thomas Brackenbury.”
— Drake’s Ebor., p. 111.
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sent by a special messenger from the mayor and
commonalty of the city of York, who evidently
rested their hopes of success “on the loving
and kind disposition” shown to Gloucester in
former times, and which that prince in his letter
acknowledges that “ he never can forget.”!—
Scarcely, however, was this pacific despatch trans-
mitted than some intimation of approaching dan-
ger appears to have reached Gloucester’s anxious |
and susceptible ear. Of the exact nature and ex-
tent of this threatened evil no minute details re-
main; but that it was some plot to compass
Richard’s destruction appears certain, from a second
letter written by this prince, and addressed to the
citizens of York? praying them to send armed
men to town to assist in ““ guarding him against the
queen” and “her affinity, which have intended,
and do daily intend, to murder and utterly destroy
us and our cousin the Duke of Buckingham and
the blood of the realm.” This communication was
not conveyed secretly to the mayor, but addressed
to him from his post as “ protector of the realm ;”
and that this fresh outbreak decided the fate of
the prisoners in the North seems certain, from Sir
Richard Ratcliffe, the bearer of the above?, being
also charged with commands from Gloucester to
the Earl of Northumberland to proceed to the
castle of Pontefract, there to preside at the trial
of Lord Rivers? and from his also carrying a
warrant for the immediate execution of Grey,

Vaughan, and Hurst.’

! Drake’s Ebor., p. 111. 2 See Appendix H.
.3 Cont. Croy., p. 567. 4 Rous, Hist. Reg. Ang., 214.
5 Drake’s Ebor., p. 111.
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The following day (11th of Jume) Gloucester
further addressed an earnest appeal for support to
his kinsman, the Lord Neville ; and as this is con-
veyed in a private letter, and that such confidential
communications form the most authentic source
for biographical memoirs, a document so materially
affecting Richard’s actions at this important and
mysterious period of his life demands unabbreviated
insertion.

“To my Lord Nevylle!, in haste.—

“ My Lord Nevylle, I recommend me unto you as
heartily as I can, and as ye love me, and your own
weal and surety and this realm, that ye come to me
with that ye may make defensibly arrayed in all
the haste that is possible; and that ye will give
credence to . . . .. Richard Radclyff, this bearer,
whom I now do send to you instructed with all my
mind and intent.

“ And, my lord, do me now good service, as ye
have always before done, and I trust now so to re-
member you as shall be the making of you and
yours. And God send you good fortunes.

“ Written at London, the 11th day of June, with
the hand of

“ Your heartily loving cousin and master,

“R. GLOUCESTER.?
¢ London, Wednesday, 11th June, 1483.
(1 Edw.V.)”

Notwithstanding the merciless feeling so invari-
ably imputed to him, Richard Duke of Gloucester

f* 11t does not clearly appear who this Lord Neville was. Sir
George Neville, lord Abergavenny, attended the coronation of
Richard 11I. as a baron, but he was never called Lord Neville.

2 Paston Letters, vol. v. p. 803.
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was not cruel by nature.! Circumspect and wary
he undoubtedly was ; but the habit of concealing his
designs resulted more from prudence and a lively
sense of the perfidious character of the age than
from deliberate hypocrisy and hardness of heart.
Up to this period no accusation of homicide, either
as prince or protector, has been laid to his charge
by contemporary writers, which is the more remark-
able considering that he flourished at an epoch
singularly ferocious, and pre-eminently distin-
guished for the infliction of summary vengeance,
and utter disregard of the value of human life.?
Consistently, therefore, with his temperate and
watchful habit, although he wrote both officially
and privately, on the 10th and 11th of June, pro-
viding for his safety by requiring his northern par-
tizans to assemble at Pontefract, and as speedily as
possible to be conducted to London by the Lords
Northumberland and Neville, he appears to have
carefully concealed from those around him his ap-
prehension of danger—or rather that he had received
any direct intimation of it—until he was enabled to
test the fidelity of Hastings, and other members of
the council implicatedy by report in the scheme for
his destruction. Unhappily for all the parties con-
cerned, Richard had admitted to his councils and
confidence one of those plausible but wretched
instruments of treachery and dissimulation, who,

1 ¢¢There were instances enough of his bounty and humanity, but
none of his cruelty, till, being protector, he was pushed on by
Buckingham and Hastings to put the queen’s brother and son to
death ; and which involved Hastings himself in the same ruin.” —
Carte’s Hist. Eng., vol.ii. p. 819. -

2 Turner’s Middle Ages, vol. iv. p. 398.
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sheltered by their own insignificance, are neverthe-
less often the active agents for producing moral and
political convulsions. Catesby, * a man well learned
in the laws of this land,” and, by the especial favour
of the lord chamberlain, “in good authority,”! had
so far insinuated himself into the protector’s regard
as to assist at his private deliberations. In addition
to the fact stated by Sir Thomas More, that “no
man was so much beholden to Hastings as was this
Catesby 2, it appears that a brotherly affection and
close intimacy had long subsisted between them.
He was “ of his near secret council,” he adds, ‘“and
whom he very familiarly used, and in his most
weighty matters put no man in so special trust.” 3
Now the Lord Hastings was but the echo of Stanley,
Rotheram, and Morton. The annexed words, there-
fore, of Sir Thomas More * on this point are very
important, when it is considered that his information
was almost certainly derived from Morton himself’;
and the conviction consequently resulting is, that
Catesby, by his subtlety and hypocrisy, had dis-
covered and divulged the treasonable designs which
led to the foregoing letters,—* but surely great pity
was it, that he (Catesby) had not had either more
truth, or less wit ; for his dissimulation only kept all
that m1sch1ef up.”

The unsuspecting frankness of the Lord Cham-
berlain proved indeed his destruction ; yet it seems
that Richard struggled hard to save Hastings’ life :
‘“the Protector loved him well, and loath was to
have lost him, saving for fear lest his life should

1 More, p. 68. 2 bid. 3 Ibid. 4 Ibid.
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have quailed their purpose.”! ¢ For which cause he
moved Catesby, whether he could think it possible
to win the Lord Hastings into their party,” and
to consent, neither to the death of young Edward,
nor even to that prince’s deposition, but (as ad-
mitted by the Duke of Buckingham himself to
Morton) to the taking ‘upon him the crown till
the prince came to the age of four-and-twenty
years, and was able to govern the realm as an able
and sufficient king.”? Little opposition was likely
to arise on this matter from the Lord of Bucking-
ham. Ie had too closely allied himself to his
cousin of Gloucester to hope for aggrandisement
from the opposite faction; and his vanity was fed
by a proposed marriage® between Richard’s ¢ only
lawful son” and his eldest daughter.*

But Hastings was not so easily managed. He
hated Rivers indeed, and he loved not the queen;
but he was devotedly attached to the late king,
and faithfully espoused the interests of his off-
spring. He well knew that power once obtained
is very seldom voluntarily relinquished ; and he
also knew that Gloucester, by ambition as well as
by lineage, was a Plantagenet and a Yorkist.

Unfortunately for the Protector, as well as for
Hastings, Catesby, the perfidious spy on the ac-
tions of both his patrons, on both the friends
whom he feigned to serve®, was the agent em-

1 More, p. 68.

2 Grafton, Cont. of More, p.153. 3 More, p. 65.

4 The Duke of Buckingham had two daughters whose ages agreed
with either being the wife of the young prince.

5 From this despicable character was lineally descended that

Catesby in whom originated the Gunpowder Plot. Other members
of the family, too, were notorious for the same intriguing and un-
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ployed “to prove with some words cast out afar
off”! the true state of the Lord Hastings’ mind
towards the Protector. ¢ But Catesby, whether he
essayed him, or essayed him not, reported that he
found him so fast, and heard him speak so terrible
words, that he durst no further break: and of truth
the Lord Chamberlain of very trust shewed unto
Catesby the mistrust that others began to have in
this matter.”?

Alas, for the too confiding Hastings! this im-
prudent openness, confirming as it did the alleged
conspiracy to destroy the Lord Protector, effectu-
ally sealed the fate of the queen’s kindred, decided
the death of the Lord Chamberlain himself, and
stimulated Richard to the desperate course he
henceforth resolved on pursuing.

Catesby, in his double capacity of friend and be-
trayer, appears indeed to have possessed himself of
some plans and schemes that involved either the
destruction of Gloucester or of his foes:—*On my
life, never doubt you (quod the Lord Hastings”),
when warned to be circumspect ; ¢ so surely thought
he that there could be none harm toward him in
that counsel intended, where Catesby was,”3—¢ for
while one man is there, which is never thence,
never can there be thing once minded that should
sound amiss toward me, but it should be in mine
ears ere it were well out of their mouths.” ¢ This
meant he by Catesby.”* But honour and integrity,
and trust between man and man, had little influ-

principled habits which cast so deep a shade over this period of
Gloucester’s career.
1 More, p. 69. 2 Ibid. 3 Ibid. p. 67. 4 Tbid.
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ence on this degenerate age; for, as emphatically
stated in a remarkable letter written at this precise
period, and describing the state of the metropolis
as it was then constituted, ¢ With us is much trou-
ble, and every man doubts the other.”! Catesby
reported to Gloucester ‘the so terrible words” he
had heard the Lord Chamberlain speak;—and
having, through the misplaced trust of this noble-
man, ascertained or feigned so to do, the evil in-
tended and the extent of the mischief, the arrest
and condemnation of Hastings was decreed; the
which strong measure was probably taken, fully as
much in consequence of the danger likely to ensue
from the hints thrown out by Catesby to the Lord
Chamberlain as from the treasonable designs un-
folded by that perfidious lawyer?, ¢ in whom, if the
Lord Hastings had not put so special trust, many
evil signs that he saw might have availed to save
his life.”3

But the die was cast, and Richard’s decision was
made ! Accordingly, on the 13th of June, * the pro-
tector having with singular cunning devided the
council, so that part should sit at Westminster
and part at the Tower, where the king was, Has-
tings, coming to the Tower to the council, was by
his command beheaded. Thomas, Archbishop of

1 See Excerpta Historica, for two valuable letters from Simon
Stallworth, one of the officers of the Bishop of Lincoln, to Sir William
Stoner, knight, giving an account of the state of London, and the
political news, shortly before the accession of Richard I1I.— Excerp.
Hist., p. 17.

2 «“ He, fearing lest their motions might with the Lord Hastings
minish his credence (whereunto only all the matter leaned), procured
the Protector hastily to rid him.” — More, p. 69.

3 Ibid. p. 68.
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York, and John, Bishop of Ely, although on ac-
count of their order their lives were spared, were
imprisoned in separate castles in Wales.”!

Such is the brief account given by the faithful
historian of that time. Fabyan, the city chroni-
cler, repeats almost verbatim this statement, only
in less concise terms; but he gives no further par-
ticulars, excepting that “ an outery, by Gloucester’s
assent of treason, was made in the outer chamber ;”?
and that ¢ the Lord Protector rose up and yode
himself to the chamber door, and there received in,
such persons as he had before appointed to execute
his malicious purpose.” “In which stirring the
Lord Stanley was hurt in the face, and kept awhile
under hold.”? Sir Thomas More, in the spirit of
romance which pervades his work, embellishes this
portion of his narrative, as he does all the descrip-
tive parts, by a display of his oratorical powers;
and by making his rhetoric available towards in-
corporating with the admitted facts of contempo-
raries the marvellous tales of a wonder-loving age.
But these descriptions, graphic as they are, and
attractive as they proved, unhappily for Richard,
both to the dramatist, the Tudor chroniclers, and
the mere copyist of later times, can no longer pass
current for, or be received as, authentic history.
Without attempting to handle arguments, and to
reiterate descrepancies which have been exposed
and examined by writers* of repute and superior

1 Chron. Croy., p. 566.

2 Fabyan's Chron., p. 514. 3 Ibid.

4 See Sir George Buck, lib.i. p. 18. ; Walpole’s Hist. Doubts, 47. ;
Laing (in Henry), xii. p. 415. ; together with Carte, Rapin, Lingard,
Turner, and many others.
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abilities, it must surely be sufficient in this en-
lightened age to ask any reasonable person with
reference to Sir Thomas More’s additions, whether
a prince, who was distinguished as the ablest gene-
ral of his time, a time in which the mode of warfare
was remarkable for ponderous armour and weapons
of almost gigantic size!, could have had from his
birth ¢ a werish withered arm,” when that arm at
Barnet was opposed to the mighty Warwick him-
self, and by its power and nerve defeated Somerset,
the most resolute warrior of the age, at the des-
perate battle of Tewkesbury ?

Still more improbable is the statement that the
Lord Chamberlain of England should have been
made to suffer death, and led out to instant execu-
tion without trial, because Jane Shore, the unhappy
victim of King Edward’s passion, was alleged to
have leagued with the widowed queen whom she
had so irreparably injured, “in wasting the Pro-
tector’s body by witchcraft and sorcery:”? yet these
traditions have been gravely perpetuated for ages;
and no portion of Shakspeare’s tragedy more com-

1 Specimens of the armour worn in the reign of Richard III., the
age in which that suit termed ‘“ ribbed” had arrived at the greatest
perfection, may be seen in the present day in the armoury at the
Tower, together with the helmet then used, and its weighty oreillets,
the rondelles and jambs for protecting the arm-pits and legs, and
several of the weapons which, had they been models, instead of actual
relics of the fifteenth century, might have made many sceptical as to
the possibility of their having been wielded by persons of ordinary
size and strength.

2 ¢ Then said the Protector, ¢ Ye shall all see in what wise that
sorceress, and that other witch of her counsel, Shore’s wife, with
their affinity, have by their sorcery and witchcraft wasted my body.’
And therewith he plucked up his doublet sleeve to his elbow upon
his left arm, where he shewed a werish withered arm and small, as
it was never other.” — More, p. 72.

VOL. II. G
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pletely developes the corrupt source from which
he drew his information, than the literal manner in
which the dramatist has rendered this part of Sir
Thomas More’s narrative.

Perhaps, as far as it is possible at this distant
period of time to remove the extraneous matter
which has so long cast an air of distrust over the
records of this confused era, the real facts of the
case may be summed up in the words applied to
the Protector’s father by his great political antago-
nist, Edmund Duke of Somerset, under somewhat
parallel circumstances, ¢ that if York had not
learned to play the king by his regency, he had
never forgot to obey as a subject.” !

Richard, as has been before observed, was pecu-
liarly fitted for sovereignty ; his legislative abilities
were of a very high order ; and having once inhaled
the intoxicating fumes of absolute power, he resolved
upon continuing his rule at any cost. The Lords
Hastings, Rivers, and Grey would never have
sanctioned his accession to the throne, either tem-
porarily or definitively; and that the latter were
concerned in some league to get rid of the Protector,
and therefore afforded him some show of justice for
their execution, seems to have been admitted even
by Hastings himself; for Sir Thomas More states?,
that these nobles “ were by his assent before devised
to be beheaded at Pontefract this self-same day, in
which he was not aware that it was by others de-
vised that himself should be beheaded in London.”3

1 Echard, vol. i. p. 214. 2 More, p. 74.
8 ¢« He was brought forth into the green beside the chapel, within
the Tower, and his head laid on a log of timber, and there stricken
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The news of the Lord Chamberlain’s execution,
together with the imprisonment of the bishops, the
Lord Stanley, and others ‘suspected to be against
the Protector,” quickly spread throughout the
metropolis, and caused extreme consternation; but
Gloucester, in anticipation of this result, sent a
herald, within two hours, through the city, “ in the
king’s name,” proclaiming the fact that ¢ Hastings,
with divers other of his traitorous purpose, had
before conspired that same day to have slain the
Lord Protector and the Lord Buckingham sitting
in the council; and after to have taken upon them
to rule the king and the realm at pleasure, and
thereby to pil and spoil whom they list uncon-
troulled.” ! _

How far this charge was well founded, it would
be vain to argue: although Sir Thomas More’s
positive implication of Catesby—as regards ¢ the
terrible words” which he asserts that he reported
to Gloucester — affords reasonable ground for sup-
posing that there was at least some foundation for
the reported conspiracy. Moreover, as the informa-
tion of this historian was derived from Bishop
Morton himself, who was implicated in the plot,
and one of the conspirators accused and imprisoned
for it, it accounts for the marvéllous tales which
he gave out? and for his concealment of facts

off; and afterward his body, with the head, was interred at Windsor,
beside the body of King Edward IV.” — Fabyan, p. 513.

1 More, p. 80.

2 ¢« The artificial glare with which the whole is surrourded
generates a suspicion that some treason was detected and punished,—
a conspiracy in which Morton had participated with Hastings, and
was therefore desirous to remove from view.” — See Laing (Ap-
pendiz to Henry), vol. xii. p. 417.

G 2



84 RICHARD THE THIRD.

that would possibly have held the Protector fully
justified in his promptitude and stern decision.

Whatever was the true cause of Hastings’s death,
however, the effect produced was such as his ene-
mies desired ; for it is recorded by the Chronicler of
Croyland, that ‘being removed, and the king’s
other adherents intimidated, the two dukes did
from henceforth what they pleased.”?

The precipice on which Gloucester stood was one
that might have well daunted a less daring spirit ;
but, courageous and determined by nature, he felt
that he had now advanced too far to admit of the
possibility of retreat; and, with the desperation
common to aspiring minds, he gave the full reins
to that ambition which had already mastered his
better feelings.

As a prelude to the views that he now began to
entertain of securing the crown altogether, he felt
-it advisable to remove the young Duke of York
to the Tower, so that, the princes being together,
he might be better enabled to mature his plans and
carry them into effect.? Without testing the ulti-
mate designs of Richard, or drawing conclusions
resulting from subsequent events, it must be ad-
mitted, that by virtue of his responsible office as

1 Chron. Croy., p. 566.

2 ¢« Wherefore incontinent at the next meeting of the Lords at the
council he proposed unto them that it was a heinous deed of the
queen, and proceeding of great malice towards the king’s councillors,
that she should keep in sanctuary the king's brother from him,
whose special pleasure and comfort were to have his brother with
him. And that (by her done), to none other intent but to bring all
the lords in obloquy and murmur of the people ; as though they were
not to be trusted with the king’s brother, that by the assent of the
nobles of the land were appointed, as the king’s nearest friends, to
the tuition of his own royal person.” — More, p. 36.
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Lord Protector of the realm he was, in some degree,
justified in striving to obtain possession of the
person of the infant Duke of York, as heir pre-
sumptive to the crown!; the more so since the
king desired, as was indeed natural, the compa-
nionship of his brother?; and also because a report
had been circulated that it was intended to send
the young prince out of the kingdom.? Now Rich-
ard was not so advanced in years as to forget the
almost parallel case when himself, at the very age
of the Duke of York, was, with his brother of Cla-
rence, privately conveyed to Utrecht, owing to the
anxiety and misgivings of his mother ; neither was
he ignorant of the fact that the Marquis Dorset,
the Lord Lyle, and Sir Edward Grey, his young
nephews’ maternal relatives, had already effected
their escape®, although Lionel Wydville, Bishop of
Salisbury, yet remained in sanctuary to counsel
and aid his royal sister.

Resolute, however, as was the Protector in his
determination to withdraw, if possible, the young
prince from Westminster, the strongest test and
greatest surety for the lawfulness of his proceed-
ings up to this time rests upon the fact that he
was supported in his design by the heads of the
church and the chief officers of the crown, “my
Lord Cardinale, my Lord Chauncellor, and other
many lords temporal.” ®

Sir Thomas More’s elaborate account of the
transaction, together with the lengthened orations

1 More, p. 48. 2 Chron. Croy., p. 566.
3 More, p. 36. 4 Rous, Hist. Reg. Ang., p. 212.
5 Stallworth Letters, Ex. Hist., p. 15.

GO
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of the queen and Cardinal Bourchier, have long
been considered as the effusions of his own fertile
imagination!; but the simple statement of the
Croyland Chronicler, the soundest authority of that
day, embraces, there can be little doubt, the entire
facts of the proceeding. ¢ On Monday, the 15th of
June, the Cardinal-Archbishop of Canterbury, with
many others, entered the sanctuary at Westminster
for the purpose of inducing the queen to consent
to her son, Richard Duke of York, coming to the
Tower for the consolation of the king his brother.
To this.she assented, and he was accordingly con-
ducted thither by the archbishop.”

Fabyan’s account is even more laconic; but the
silence of both these contemporaries, as well as that
of the writer of the above-named letters?, exonerates
Richard from the alleged violence imputed to him
by More ; and proves beyond dispute that the
young prince was removed by the consent of his

1 Lingard, vol. v. p. 244.

2 Simon Stallworth, the writer of these coeval letters, was one of
the officers of the Lord Chancellor, into whose hands, he states, the
young duke was placed ; and, consequently, had personal violence
been intended, he must have known it. But, although he relates
that there were “ at Westminster great plenty of armed men,” the
natural consequence of the troubled state of the metropolis which he
had just been describing, he in no way couples them with what he
terms  the deliverance of the Duke of York.,” He mentions the
princely reception given to the royal child; and in this particular
point, which is one of great importance, he agrees with Sir Thomas
More, viz. that the Duke of Buckingham met the young prince in
the middle of Westminster Hall, and that the Lord Protector re-
ceived him at the door of the star-chamber ¢ with many loving
words, and in the company of the cardinal took him to the Tower.”
The armed men, there can be little doubt, were intended to guard
this public procession ; for the soldiers in the fifteenth century would
have shrunk from forcibly violating a sanctuary.
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mother, who was his natural guardian, and not by
any exercise of Richard’s authority as Protector.
It is worthy of remark, that the City Chronicler
confirms two assertions of Sir Thomas More which
tell greatly in the Protector’s favour; namely, the
one, that Cardinal Bourchier, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, pledged his life for the young prince’s
safety?, so implicitly did he rely on the honour and
integrity of the Duke of Gloucester ; and the other,
that if their royal parent would voluntarily quit
the sanctuary, her sons should not be separated
from her:—but he adds, ¢ the queen, for all fair
promises to her made, kept her and her daughters
within the foresaid sanctuary.”?

Had Elizabeth yielded, how different might have
been the fate of Edward V.! Had she but pos-
sessed sufficient moral energy to risk her own life
for her sons, as did the parents of Edward IV. and
Henry VIL., how far brighter might have been her
own lot and that of her infant progeny ! ¢ Here is
no man (quod the Duke of Buckingham) that will
be at war with woman. Would God some of the
men of her kin were woman too, and then should
all be soon at rest.”?

But both the princely brothers were now in the
Protector’s power; and those friends who had
conspired against their uncle’s life, and who would
have opposed his elevation, were either dead or in
close imprisonment. Only seven days intervened

1 « He durst lay his own body and soul both in pledge, not only
for his surety, but for his estate.” ’— More, p.79.
2 Fabyan, p. 513. 3 More, p. 41.

G 4
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before that fixed for young Edward’s coronation ;
only one short week remained, in which to aim at
sovereignty, or to sink back into the position of a
subject.

Richard, in an evil hour, yielded to the world-
liness of a corrupt age and a pernicious education ;
and by this dereliction of moral and religious duty
he cast from him the glory of being held up to the
admiration of posterity as an example of rigid
virtue and self-denial, instead of being chronicled
as an usurper and the slave of his ungovernable
ambition.

From this day, the 15th of June, the two Dukes
of Gloucester and Buckingham no longer concealed
their designs. The despatch forwarded to York
by Sir Thomas Radcliff on the 10th did not reach
that city for five days; but on the 19th its con-
tents were acted upon by a proclamation® requiring
as many armed men as could be raised to assemble
at Pontefract by the 22d instant ; and on the fol-
lowing day, the 23d, Lord Rivers, having been
removed from his prison at Sheriff-Hutton, was
there tried and executed by the Earl of Northumber-
land, that peer acting both as judge and accuser.?
However harsh this proceeding may appear, it is
clear that this unfortunate nobleman was himself
satisfied that his sentence was conformable to the pro-
ceedings of the age, and had been merited by his
own conduct.® That he had confidence also in the

1 Drake’s Ebor., p. 111. 2 Rous, Hist. Reg. Angl,, p. 213.

3 The historian, who has recorded the particulars of his execution,
has preserved a ballad written by Earl Rivers after he was con-
demned to death: it breathes a spirit of resignation and firmness
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Protector’s justice, although he entertained no hope
of awakening his mercy, is likewise shown by the an-
nexed conclusion to his will dated at Sheriff-Hutton
23d of June, 1483%,  Over this I beseech humbly
my Lord of Gloucester, in the worship of Christ’s
passion and for the merit and weal of his soul, to
comfort, help, and assist, as supervisor (for very
trust) of this testament, that mine executors may
with his pleasure fulfill this my last will.”?

The Duke of Gloucester, renowned as he was for
bravery and military skill, was wholly averse to
civil war; and, in the present instance, although he
was firmly resolved on displacing his nephew, and
ruling the empire as king actually, and not merely

that is very pleasing, but contains no expression either of injustice
at his sentence or reproach to the Protector.— Rous, p. 214.

1 Excerpt. Hist., p. 248.

2 The commiseration ordinarily expressed at the violent end of
Anthony Earl Rivers has arisen in great measure from the lamenta-
tions bestowed upon him by Caxton; whose first book (from the
English press), with the date and place subjoined, was a work of this
nobleman’s, entitled ¢ Dictes or Sayings of Philosophers,” the MS.
of which, elaborately illuminated, represents Edward IV., his son, and
the queen, and Earl Rivers in the act of offering his work to the
king, accompanied by Caxton.— See Oldy’s Brit. Lib., p. 65.; and
Ames’ Typ., p. 104. But this accomplished nobleman, although
learned, chivalrous, and excelling his compeers in the more graceful
attainments of the age, was by no means free from the vices which
characterised his family and the times in which he lived. He was
universally unpopular, from the selfish and covetous ambition which
marked his political conduct during the ascendency of his royal
sister. He was the cause of King Edward’s committing to the Tower
his ¢ beloved servant” Lord Hastings. He instigated the queen
to insist on the Duke of Clarence’s execution.— See Federa, xii.
p- 95. He grasped at every profitable or powerful appointment in
King Edward’s gift ; and would, there can be no doubt, have sacri-
ficed the Duke of Gloucester to his insatiable ambition, had not that
prince, from. intimation of his designs, felt justified, in accordance
with the relentless custom of that period, in committing him to
prison, and commanding his execution.
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by sufferance, yet his energies were altogether di-
rected towards accomplishing this end by means
the most speedy and the least turbulent. An
opening had presented itself to his calculating
sagacity for securing the crown, not only without
bloodshed, but even with some appearance of jus-
tice, arising from an important secret with which
he had been intrusted some years antecedent to
this period.

The marriage of Edward IV. with Elizabeth
Wydville was not valid?, inasmuch as that mon-
arch had before been privately married? to the
Lady Elinor Butler.® Not only was this fact well
known to Gloucester, and to the Duke of Buck-

1 Rot. Parl., vol. vi. fol. 241.

2 ¢ The lady to whom the king was first betrothed and married
was Elinor Talbot, daughter of a great peer of this realm, of a most
noble and illustrious family, the Earl of Shrewsbury; who is also
called in authentick writings the Lady Butler, because she was then
the widow of the Lord Butler; a lady of very eminent beauty and
answerable virtue, to whom the king was contracted, married, and
had a child by her.” — Buck, lib. iv. p. 122. 8Sir Thomas More,
by some oversight, substitutes the name of Elizabeth Lucy for that
of Elinor Butler: the former was King Edward’s mistress, and
mother of his illegitimate son Arthur Lord Lisle ; the latter was his
affianced and espoused wife.— See More, p. 96.

3 Milles’s Cat. of Honour, p. 743.

4 On the authority of Philip de Comines (lib. v. p. 202.), Buck
states, that Dr. Stillington was induced by the Lady Butler’s fa-
mily, to inform the Duke of Gloucester of King Edward’s marriage,
¢ as the man most inward with the king” during that monarch’s
life ; who, upon the matter being mentioned to him by Gloucester,
became so incensed against the bishop, saying, he had “not only
betrayed his trust, but his children, that he dismissed him from his
council, and put him under a strict imprisonment for a long time ;
which at length Stillington redeemed himself from by means of
a heavy fine paid shortly before the king’s, death, as testified by
Bishop Goodwin in his Catalogues Episcoporium.”’— Buck, lib. iv.
p. 122.
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ingham, who was the Lady Elinor’s cousin?, but
Dr. Stillington, Bishop of Bath and Wells (the pre-
late by whom the parties had been united?, and
through whose means the circumstance had become
known to the Protector), yet lived to attest the fact;
and so likewise did Cecily Duchess of York, who
had exerted herself both by entreaties and remon-
strances ® to prevent the second marriage 4, entered
into by her son in direct violation of a sacra-
mental oath, and in open defiance of the law, eccle-
siastical as well as civil.® Here, then, was solid
ground on which to base his own pretensions, and

1 Elinor Talbot, daughter of John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury ;
her mother was the Lady Katherine Stafford, daughter of Humphrey
Stafford, Duke of Buckingham ; and she was the widow of Thomas
Lord Butler, Baron of Sudely.— Buck, lib. iv. p. 116.

2 « This contract was made in the hands of the bishop, who said
that afterwards he married them, no person being present but they
twayne and he, the king charging him strictly not to reveal it.” —
Phil. de Com., lib. v. p. 151.

3 More, p. 93.

4 ¢« The duchess, his mother, who, upon the secret advertisement
of his love to this Lady Gray, used all the persuasions and authority
of a mother to return him to the Lady Elinor Talbot, his former
love and wife (at least his contracted), to finish and consummate
what he was bound to by public solemnity of marriage.”— Buck,
lib. iv. p. 119.

5 Buck states, that the announcement of the king’s second mar-
riage ¢ cast the Lady Elianora Butler into so perplext a melancholy,
that she spent herself in a solitary life ever after.” — Lib. iv. p. 122.
The same historian also states, that the king’s ¢ remembrance of his
pre-contract after a time moved him by such sensible apprehensions,
that he could not brook to have it mentioned ; which was the cause of
his displeasure against his ancient chaplain, Dr. Stillington, because he
did what his conscience urged to God and the kingdom in discover-
ing the marriage.”— Ibid. The Lady Eleanor did not long survive
the king’s infidelity : retiring into a monastery, she devoted herself
to religion, and dying on the 30th of July, 1466, was buried in the
Carmelites’ church at Norwich. She was a great benefactress to
Corpus Christi College in Cambridge, as she was likewise to the
University, — Weaver, p. 805.
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to invalidate his nephew’s right of succession. Nor
was Richard slow to profit by it.

The Lord Mayor, Sir Edmund Shaw, together
with the sheriffs of London, were well inclined to-
wards the Protector ; and Dr. Raaf Shaw, an eccle-
siastic of eminence and brother to the mayor, in
conjunction with Dr. Penker, the superior of the
Augustin friars, undertook to advocate the Duke
of Gloucester’s claims publicly from the pulpit.
They were “ both doctors of divinity, both great
preachers, and both greatly esteemed amongst the
people.”

When attention is directed to this point, together
with the eagerness which had been so recently
shown by the mayor and sheriffs above named to
testify their loyalty to Edward V. on his entrance
into the city % and their promptitude in taking the
oath of allegiance to him, it cannot but suggest the
conviction that Richard’s claims must have been
better founded, and his conduct less flagitious, than
is ordinarily reported, if he could thus speedily,
and without force of arms enlist both the clergy
and the city magistracy in his cause.

Political expediency—the alleged source of all
the miseries connected with these direful times—
may have operated with Richard, as an individual,
in accelerating the death of his opponent, Hastings,
or his rival, the Earl Rivers; but it can scarcely
be supposed to have had sufficient weight to in-
fluence the clergy and the city authorities publicly
to advocate what must have appeared open perjury

1 More, p. 88, 2 Chron. Croy., p. 566.
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and usurpation. The bonds of social union, it is
well known, were dissevered, and the national cha-
racter had become grievously demoralised by the
civil wars; but it is beyond all belief that one indi-
vidual, even were he as vicious and depraved as
the Protector has long been represented, could have
corrupted a whole nation — peers, prelates, and le-
gislators, in the brief span of fifty days; much less
have obtained sufficient mastery over the people to
induce them to advocate the deposition of their
acknowledged sovereign, and to seek his own ad-
vancement, unless there were palpable grounds for
80 strong a measure.

Little doubt can remain that many more facts
must have been known to the commmunity at large
than have been perpetuated in the ex-parte state-
ments that have alone been transmitted to posterity ;
a few concise notices, unfortunately, being all that
is left in the present day whereby to guide the his-
torian in his efforts to unweave that mass of fiction

.and deceit in which the period under consideration

is enveloped.

As a prelude to the stigma which he was about
to affix on Edward IV. and his offspring, Richard
determined upon delivering over to the ecclesiastical
power Jane Shore, his brother’s favourite mistress,
who was said to have been living in the same un-
lawful manner?! with the Lord Hastings up to the
very period of his execution. ‘

She was arrested by the Lord Howard, or, as
some say, the sheriffs of London, immediately after
the lord chamberlain’s death, on suspicion of being

1 More, p. 80.
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implicated in the conspiracy for which he suffered;
and her vast wealth was also seized, ¢ less,” says Sir
Thomas More, ¢ from avarice than anger.”?

It is by no means improbable that Jane’s attach-
ment to the late king may have led to her being a
party concerned in schemes for securing the well-
being of Edward V.; and that her house in con-
sequence was the chosen resort of the young king’s
friends : but it was her immorality, not her political
offences, that it best suited Gloucester at this crisis
to make apparent. Consequently, after being im-
prisoned and examined on the latter accusation,
she was delivered over to Dr. Kempe, the Bishop
of London, for punishment on the former charge;
and by him sentenced to perform open penance on
the Sunday following the Lord Hastings’ execution.
Her saddened look and subdued manner, united
to her rare beauty and accomplishments, excited
general commiseration; but as a native of Lon-
don?, and well known to the citizens as the unfaith-
ful partner of one of their eminent merchants, a .
goldsmith and banker?; she was a notable instance
of the late king’s licentious habits, and therefore a
fitting instrument to prepare the minds of the
people for the desperate measure which her public
degradation was intended to strengthen.

On the ensuing Sunday, the 22d instant, Dr.
Shaw, whose high reputation, perpetuated by Fa-

1 More, p. 81.

2 ¢« This woman was born in London, worshipfully friended,
honestly brought up, and very well married, saving somewhat too
soon ; her husband an honest citizen, young and goodly, and of good
substance.”— More, p. 83.

3 Graph. Illust., p. 49.
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byan, seems strangely irreconcilable with the part
which he is said to have acted on this occasion?,
ascended St. Paul’s Cross?, “the Lord Protector,
the Duke of Buckingham, and other lords being pre-
sent,”3 and selecting an appropriate text from the
Book of Wisdom* (ch. iv. v. 3.), he directed the at-
tention of his mixed congregation to the dissolute life
which had been led by the late king. After dwelling
forcibly on the evils resulting to the state from his
indulgence in habits so derogatory to his own ho-
nour and the well-being of the kingdom, he ¢ there
showed openly that the children of King Edward I'V.
were not legitimate, nor rightful inheritors of the
crown ;" concluding his discourse by pointing out
the preferable title of the Lord Protector, disannull-
ing that of the young king, and urging the imme-
diate election of Richard as the rightful heir to the
throne.®

Such is the brief account given by Fabyan, a
contemporary, a citizen® and most probably an au-

1 <« And the more he was wondred of, that he could take upon him
such business, considering that he was so famous a man both of his
learning and his natural wit.”” — Fabyan, p. 514.

2 A pulpit in form of a cross which stood almost in the middle of
St. Paul’s Church-yard, raised in an open space before the cathedral ;
the which, says Pennant, ¢ was used not only for the instruction of
mankind by the doctrine of the preacher, but for every purpose eccle-
siastical or political ; for giving force to oaths, for promulgating
laws, and for the defaming of those who had incurred the royal dis-
pleasure.”

3 Fabyan, p. 514.

4 ¢ «<Gpuria vitulimina non agent radices altas;’ that is to say,
Bastard slips shall never take deep root.”— More, p. 100.

5 Fabyan, p. 514.

6 Fabyan, who was a merchant and alderman of London, and
living on the spot at this momentous crisis, is high authority for all
matters which occurred in the neighbourhood of London ; and as he
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ditor, respecting this celebrated sermon, which,
after being distorted and exaggerated to a degree
almost inconceivable (unless the additions of suc-
ceeding annalists are compared with the plain testi-
mony of such as were coeval with the event), makes
Gloucester perform a part better befitting a stroll-
ing player! than the Lord Protector of the realm,
and even act in so revolting a manner as that of
instructing?® the preacher to impugn the reputation
of his own mother!® fixing the stain of illegitimacy
on all her sons but himself; and he, be it remem-
bered, was her youngest and eleventh child !*

Monstrous indeed is the charge! a fitting accom-
paniment to the common story of Clarence’s death,
and Gloucester’s ¢ werish and withered arm.”

All reply to this gross accusation against the
Protector may be summed up in the simple fact,

did not write his Chronicle until party spirit had distorted Richard’s
actions, and malice had blackened his reputation, he is not likely to
have favoured the deceased king by withholding facts which there was
then no danger in narrating.

1 ¢« Now was it before devised, that in the speaking of these
words, the Protector should have come in among the people to the
sermon, to the end that those words, meeting with his presence,
might have been taken among the hearers as though the Holy Ghost
had put them in the preacher’s mouth, and should have moved the
people even there to cry ¢ King Richard! King Richard !’ that it
might have been after said that he was specially chosen by God, and
in manner by miracle. But this device quailed either by the Pro-
tector’s negligence, or the preacher’s over-much diligence.” — More,
p. 102.

2 Tbid. p. 99.

3 ¢ The tale of Richard’s aspersing the chastity of his own mother,”
says Horace Walpole, ““is incredible ; it appearing that he lived with
her in perfect harmony, and lodged with her in her palace at that
very time.” — Hist. Doubts, p. 125.

4 See Archeol., xiii. p.7.; Hist. Doubts, p.42.; and Buck,
lib. iii. p. 82.
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that every contemporary writer is silent on the
matter ; making no allusion whatever to the Lady
Cecily, or the unnatural and uncalled-for part said
to have been acted by her son. A

The Prior of Croyland and Rous of Warwick
seem to have considered Dr. Shaw’s sermon too
unimportant even to call forth remark. Fabyan’s
account merely shows it to have been the means
employed to prepare the citizens of London for the
claims that were about to be legally submitted to
the council of lords at the approaching assemblage
of parliament; and Sir Thomas More, the next
writer in chronological order® (and the first who
relates the calumny)?, “which the worshipful doe-
tor rather signified than fully explained,”® not only
certifies that Richard was acquitted of all share in
the transaction, but also that the entire blame was
laid on the over-zeal of the time-serving, obsequious
Dr. Shaw? assigning this outrage on the Protec-
tor's mother as the cause of that disgrace® which
Fabyan, as well as himself, perpetuates.

! The Prior of Croyland wrote his Chronicle in 1484. Rous of
Warwick wrote his history in the year 1487. Fabyan’s Chronicle
was compiled somewhere about 1490. S8ir Thomas More wrote
his Life of Richard III. in 1508. Polydore Virgil was sent to
England by Pope Innocent VIIL. to collect the Papal tribute in
the year 1500. He commenced his history shortly after his esta-
blishment at the English court, and completed it in 1517.

2 More, p. 99. 3 Ibid. p. 111.

4 ¢« That the preacher attacked the chastity of the Protector’s
mother to put the late king’s legitimacy in doubt, {s scarcely cre-
dible, because it was unnecessary ; and if this were done, it did not
originate with Richard. It was one of the articles of Clarence’s at-
tainder (Rot. Parl., vi. p. 194.), that he accused his brother, Edward
IV., of being a bastard.” — Turner, vol. iii. p. 456.

5 ¢ This drift had been too gross for King Richard... .. and to
quit him of it Sir Thomas More, Richard Grafton, and Mr. Hall

VOL. II. H
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It is from Polydore Virgil, the annalist of
Henry VII., whose history was compiled under
the auspices! of the rival and bitter enemy of
Richard III., and from which corrupted source has
sprung those calumnies which for ages have sup-
plied the stream of history, that we must look for
the source of those accusations which so long have
darkened the fame of Richard of Gloucester. He it
was who affixed on the Protector this most uncalled-
for infamy. He makes the aspersions on the Lady
Cecily’s honour to comprise the whole of the offen-
sive portion of Dr. Shaw’s sermon, even denying
that he attacked the legitimacy of King Edward’s
children, although admitting that such a report was
spread at the time.? But Polydore Virgil was not
contemporary with that time, as were Fabyan and
the Croyland doctor. He wrote what he had heard
at the court of Henry VII., many years after

say that he was much displeased with the doctor when he heard the
relation, which the Duke of Buckingham also affirmed in his speech
to the Lord Mayor of London, viz. ¢ That Dr. Shaw had incurred
the great displeasure of the Protector, for speaking so dishonourably
of the duchess his mother.” That he was able of his own knowledge
to say he had done wrong to the Protector therein, who was ever
known to bear a reverend and filial love unto her.” — Buck, lib. iii.
. 82.

P 1 Laing (in Henry), vol. xii. p. 450.

2 Polydore Virgil says that Dr. Shaw attacked the chastity of the
mother of Edward IV., and alleged the want of resemblance between
that monarch and his father in proof of his accusation. He pro-
ceeds to state (after commenting upon the astonishment of the people
at the impudence and wickedness of this libel) that it was reported
that he had attacked the legitimacy of the sons of Edward IV,, but
in proof that such was not the accusation of Dr. Shaw, adds that im-
mediately after the sermon, “ Cecilia, the mother of Edward, before
many noblemen, of whom some are yet alive, complained that so
great an injustice should have been done to her by her son Richard.”
—Pol. Virg., p. 454.
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Richard’s death, while they testified that which
they had seen and known during the reign of
Richard III. Polydore Virgil undertook his his:
tory at a period when one of those very children,
whose legitimacy had been admitted by parliament,
was queen of England and mother of the heir
apparent, and likewise after the reigning monarch
had commanded the obnoxious statute to be ex-
punged from the rolls, “annulled, cancelled, de-
stroyed, and burnt,”! fine and imprisonment being
threatened to all possessed of copies, who did
not deliver them to the lord chancellor? for de-
struction.”®

The Croyland writer, however, had previously in-
serted in his chronicle the purport of the bill that
was presented to the assembled lords; and Fabyan,
uninfluenced by the political changes which rendered
it expedient in Polydore Virgil to remove the
stigma of illegitimacy from the queen consort, and
fix the imputation on the children of the deceased
Duchess of York?, recorded from his own know-
ledge the exact substance of Dr. Shaw’s sermon;

1 Year Book, Hilary Term, 1 Hen. VIL

2 ¢« The statute was abrogated in Parliament, taken off the rolls,
and destroyed ; and those possessed of copies were directed, under
the penalty of fine and imprisonment, to deliver them to the chan-
cellor, “so that all things said or remembered in the bill and act be
for ever out of remembrance and forgotten.” — See Henry, vol. xii.
App. p.409.; Carte, vol. ii. p. 824.

3 Rot. Parl,, vol. vi. p.289.

4 Cecily Duchess of York survived her illustrious consort thirty-
five years, and, after outliving her royal sons, Edward 1V. and
Richard III., she died in retirement at her castle of Berkhampstead
in the year 1495 (10th Henry VIL.), and was buried by the side of
her husband in the collegiate church of Fotheringay. — Sandford,
book v. p. 369.

H 2
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at the delivery of which, as one of the civic autho-
rities, he was, in all probability, present.! Resident
in London, and one of its aldermen and merchants,
he had ample means of knowing the terms on which
the Protector lived with his venerable parent. He
could not be ignorant of the remarkable scene at
Baynard’s Castle, which almost immediately fol-
lowed the proceedings at St. Paul's Cross—that
important assemblage of the lords and commons,
the prelates and great officers of state, at the
Lady Cecily’s mansion; in the audience chamber
appertaining to which, those overtures were made
which raised her son to the throne, and whither,
says Sir Thomas More, ‘the mayor, with all the
aldermen, and chief commoners of the city, in their
best manner apparelled, assembling themselves to-
gether resorted —an honourable company, to move
a great matter to his grace.”? There can, indeed,
remain no doubt that he would have noticed a
proceeding so utterly revolting as the attack, had
it been made by the Protector upon his mother’s
honour, if there had been any just ground for the
accusation, when he particularly states that the
announcement of the illegitimacy of the young
princes, by Dr. Shaw, “and the dislanderous words
in the preferring of the title of the said Lord Protec-
tor and in disannulling of the other,” was ¢ to the
great abusion of all the audience except such as
favoured the matter.”?

1 Fabyan was a member of the Drapers’ Company, and actively
employed in the city on many public concerns, He was sheriff
of London in the 9th year of the reign of Henry VII., and re-
signed his aldermanic gown in 1502, to avoid .the mayoralty, —
Biog. Dict.

2 More, p. 117. 3 Fabyan, p. 514.
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It would be vain to attempt following up the
alleged effect of this sermon, or refuting the ground-
less calumnies which have sprung from it. The
result of the revolution it was intended to prelude
is well known. Discarding then the irreconcilable
discrepancies of a later period, and adhering scru-
pulously to the coeval accounts transmitted by
Fabyan and the Prior of Croyland, from whose
original and then unpublished manuseript Sir
George Buck copied and first made known? the ex-
istence of a bill which at the expiration of nearly
three centuries was corroborated by the discovery
of the identical roll of parliament which confirmed
the facts the Croyland doctor had recorded?, the
change of government which elevated Richard of
Gloucester, and excluded his nephew from the
throne, may be thus briefly summed up in the con-
cise terms of the city chronicler. ¢ Then upon
the Tuesday following Dr. Shaw’s address, an as-
sembly of the commons of the city was appointed
at the Guildhall, where the Lord of Buckingham
in the presence of the mayor and commonalty
rehearsed the right and title that the Lord Protec-
tor had to be preferred before his nephews, the
sons of his brother King Edward, to the right of
the crown of England. The which process was so
eloquent-wise shewed, and uttered without any
impediment,” he adds,—thus implying that he was
present, and heard the discourse, — ¢ and that of
a long while with so sugred words of exhortation
and according sentence, that many a wise man that

1 Buck, lib. i. p. 23. 2 Hist. Doubts, p. 43,
H 3
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day marvelled and commended him for the good
ordering of his words, but not for the intent and
purpose, the which thereupon ensued.”?

It is traditionally reported that in consequence
of this powerful address, the mayor and civic au-
thorities, accompanied by Buckingham and many
knights and gentlemen, proceeded direct from the
Guildhall to Crosby Place? the private dwelling-
house of the Protector, and there formally solicited
him to assume the regal dignity.

A room in this venerable structure, which still
exists, retaining as it has done for nearly four
centuries the name of the * council chamber?, to-
gether with one immediately above it, bearing the
appellation of the * throne room,”* gives weight to
the supposition that the city council may have as-
sembled in the one, and that the throne was offered
and accepted in the other.

Neither is it altogether unworthy of record, in
substantiating this tradition, that Bishopsgate Street
thenceforth bore the name of King Street’, in
commemoration doubtless of the residence of
Richard III. within its precincts, although it has
long since returned to the primitive appellation®
which it to this day retains.

Certain it is, that on the following day, the 25th
instant, for which parliament had been legally

1 Fabyan, p. 514. 2 See Harrison’s Survey of London, p. 124.

3 Carlos, Hist. of Crosby Hall, p. 86. 4 Ibid.

5 Blackburn’s Hist. and Antiq. of Crosby Place, p. 14.

6 Bishopsgate, the ancient name it had borne from St. Erkenwold,
bishop of London, founder of the gate by which the street was for-
merly divided into ““within and without,” and which was ornamented
by his effigy. — Harrison’s Survey of London, p. 435.
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convened' by Edward V., a supplicatory scroll was
presented to the three estates assembled at West-
minster?, although not “in form of parliament,”?
in consequence of the question which had arisen
respecting the legality of the young king’s title to
the throne.

“ There was shown then, by way of petition, on
a roll of parchment, that King Edward’s sons were
bastards, alleging that he had entered into a pre-
contract with Dame Alionora Butler, before he
married Queen Elizabeth ; and, moreover, that the
blood of his other brother, George Duke of Clarence,
was attainted, so that no certain and incorrupt lineal
blood of Richard Duke of York could be found
but in the person of Richard Duke of Gloucester.
Wherefore it was besought him on behalf of the
lords and commons of the realm, that he would
take upon him his right.”* Such is the clear and
explicit account of the contemporary historian ;
and ‘“here,” observes Horace Walpole, “ we see
the origin of the tale relating to the Duchess of
York —nullus certus et incorruptus sanguis: from
these mistaken or perverted words, flowed the re-
port of Richard’s aspersing his mother’s honour;” ®
a report the calumnious nature of which is ren-
dered more apparent by the fact, that the Protec-

1 Royal Wills, p. 347. 2 Rot. Parl., vol. vi. p. 240.

3 « From which I should infer that the parliament was summoned,
but that it was not opened in due form ; Richard not choosing to do
it as Protector, because he meant to be king, and for the same reason
determining that Edward should not meet it.” — Turner, vol. iii.

. 458,
s Chron. Croy., p. 560. 5 Hist. Doubts, p. 43.
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tor owed his elevation to the throne solely to the
effect produced by the contents of the above-named
petition.! ¢ Whereupon the lords and commons,
with one universal negative voice, refused the sons
of King Edward,”? not for any ill-will or malice, but
for their disabilities and incapacities, the opinions
of those times holding them not legitimate.? For
these and other causes the barons and prelates unani-
mously cast their election upon the Protector.” *

Importuning the Duke of Buckingham to be.
their speaker, the chief lords, with other grave and
learned persons, having audience granted to them
at the Lady Cecily’s mansion “in the great chamber
at Baynard's Castle ®, then Yorke House, addressed
themselves to the Lord Protector ; and after re-
hearsing the disabilities of Edward V., and recit-
ing the superiority of his own title, petitioned him
_to assume the crown.

The result of this solemn invitation is thus nar-
rated in the parliamentary report S, which attests

1 Rot. Parl., vol. vi. p. 240. 2 Buck, lib. i. p. 20.

3 The king might have avoided the inconveniency of the post-
contract, or later marriage, that gave the imputation of bastards to
his children, and so have avoided all the ensuing calamities, if first
he had procured a divorce of the former contract with the Lady
Elinor from Rome. — Ibid. lib. iii. p. 128,

4 1bid. lib. i. p. 20.; More, p.110.

5 Some confusion has arisen from four places being indifferently
mentioned by contemporary historians as associated with the meetings
of the council and the Protector during this memorable period, viz.
the Tower, Westminster, Baynard’s Castle, and Crosbie Place. The
two former would seem to have been selected for public discussion,
and the latter reserved for private deliberation. Richard choosing
his mother’s abode at St. Paul’s Wharf for general consultation with
his kindred and supporters, but giving audience, on matters of per-
sonal interest, at his own private abode in Bishopsgate Street.

6 Rot. Parl., vol. vi. p. 240.
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this remarkable fact, — * Previously to his corona-
tion, a roll containing certain articles was presented
to him on behalf of the three estates of the realm,
by many lords spiritual and temporal, and other
nobles and commons in great multitude, whereunto
he, for the public weal and tranquillity of the land,
benignly assented.” This corroboration of the plain
account given by the contemporary chroniclers,
both as regards the cause that led to Richard of
Gloucester being elected king, and the mode of
proceedings observed on the occasion, exonerates
this prince altogether from two of the odious
charges brought against him by subsequent histo-
rians, viz. his alleged unnatural and offensive con-
duct to his venerable mother, disproved, not alone
by her mansion being selected for the audience that
was to invest him with the kingly authority, but
also from the aspersion of the Lady Cecily’s character
being totally uncalled for, when valid grounds?
existed for displacing and excluding his brother's
children, without calumny or injustice to her. And,
secondly, that although the principles and feelings
which operate at this present time may lead to
Richard’s being considered to a certain degree, in a
moral sense, as an usurper, since fealty had been
sworn to Edward V., both as Prince of Wales, and
subsequently as king, yet, in a legal and constitu-
tional sense, he has been undeservedly stigmatised
as such, inasmuch as he neither seized the crown

1 The doubts on the validity of Edward’s marriage were better
grounds for Richard’s proceedings than aspersion of his mother’s
honour. On that invalidity he claimed the crown and obtained it ;

and with such universal concurrence, that the nation undoubtedly was
on his side. — Hist. Doubts, p. 40.
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by violence, nor retained it by open rebellion in
defiance of the laws of the land.

The heir of Edward IV. was set aside by con-
stitutional authority! on an impediment which
would equally have excluded him from inheritance
in domestic life ; and Richard having been unani-
mously elected ? by the three estates of the realm,
took upon him the proffered dignity by their com-
mon consent.

Hereditary succession to the crown?, at this
period of English history, was but feebly recog-
nised %, and the right of parliament ® to depose one
monarch and elevate another had been admitted,

1 « The jurisprudence of England,” says Archdeacon Paley, is
composed of ancient usages, acts of parliament, and the decisions of
the courts of law ; those, then, are the sources whence the nature
and limits of her constitution are to be deduced, and the authorities
to which appeals must be made in all cases of doubt.”

2 Rot. Parl., vol. vi. p. 240.

3 The grand fundamental maxim upon which the jus corone,
or right of succession to the throne of Britain depends, Sir Wm.
Blackstone takes to be this: that the crown is, by common law and
constitutional custom, hereditary, and this in a manner peculiar to
itself; but that the right of inheritance may from time to time be
changed or limited by act of parliament, under which limitations the
crown still continues hereditary.

4 ¢ We must not judge of those times by the present. Neither
the crown nor the great men were restrained by sober established
forms.and proceedings as they are at present ; and from the death of
Edward III. force alone had dictated. Henry IV. had stepped into
the throne contrary to all justice. A title so defective had opened a
door to attempts as violent ; and the various innovations introduced
in the latter years of Henry VI. had annihilated all ideas of order.
Richard Duke of York had been declared successor to the crown
during the life of Henry and of his son Prince Edward, and, as
appears by the Parliamentary History, though not noticed by our
careless historians, was even appointed Prince of Wales.”—Walpole’s
Hist. Doubts, p. 30.

5 If the throne becomes vacant or empty, whether by abdication
or by failure of all heirs, the two houses of parliament may, it is said
by Blackstone, dispose of it.
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not only in the previous reign of Edward IV.1,—
whose election to the throne took place in the iden-
tical chamber of the Lady Cecily’s mansion, in
which the crown was now offered to his brother,—
but also in the case of Edward III. and HenryIV.,
examples grounded on far less valid pretences than
that which led to the deposition of Henry VI. and
Edward V. The indignation, therefore, which has
been heaped on Richard’s memory for centuries,
even if merited in a moral sense, ought rather to
have fallen on the peers, prelates, and * noted per-
sons of the commons,” who raised him to the
throne. They as well as himself had taken? and
broken the oath of allegiance to his nephew, but
in them as a body was vested a power, which
Gloucester, as an individual, could not possess —
that of deposing the prince whom they had sworn
to protect and serve, and of naming as his suc-
cessor the person whom they considered to be more
lawfully entitled to the throne. The crown, there-
fore, assumed by the Protector was consequently
not a crown of usurpation, but one that, having
become void by alleged failure of legitimate heirs,
was legally proffered to him.

Richard of Gloucester must have been born in

1 Compare Mr. Sharon Turner’s account of the election of Ed-
ward 1V,, together with his hesitation at accepting the crown he had
fought to obtain, on account of his oath to Henry VI., with Dr.
Lingard’s description of King Richard’s election — his scruples in
ascending a throne he too had laboured to secure, from motives of
delicacy to his nephew — and the ambition which led both brothers
to surmount all obstacles that risked the loss of a kingdom they so
much coveted to possess. — Middle Ages, vol. iii. p.240.; Lingard,
vol. v. p. 250.

2 Rot. Parl., vol. vi. p. 234.
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another era than that in which he flourished, and
have been imbued with feelings altogether distinct
from such as characterised the nobles of England
in the fifteenth century, could he have resisted such
an appeal, or rejected a throne which under such
plausible circumstances he was unanimously called
upon to fill. Kings do but exemplify the character
of the times in which they live, and the spirit of
the people whom they rule. In them are reflected
the prevalent virtues or vices of their age; and
those princes who have either risen up or been
chosen by the nation to contest the sceptre, will be
generally found to have been imbued in more than
a usual degree with the predominant passions of
their epoch, and such as influenced chiefly the
actions and conduct of their compeers.

The Duke of Gloucester was neither more vicious
nor more virtuous than the great body of the people
who chose him for their ruler. True—ambition was
the predominant passion of his race, but a craving
for power influenced alike all ranks, and was exer-
cised in all stations: it was the fruit of that per-
nicious education in which the seeds were sown,
and the natural result of the haughty independence
which at this era had attained its climax.

Richard was petitioned to ascend a throne which
had been previously declared vacant. Assenting,
therefore, to a choice freely made by the consti-
tuted authorities of the realm, he assumed the prof-
fered sovereignty on the 26th of June, 1483.1

“ The said Protector,” says Fabyan?, ¢ taking then

1 Chron. Croy., p. 566.
2 Fabyan, although usually correct in all matters that occurred in
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upon him as king and governor of the realm, went
with great pomp unto Westminster, and there took
possession of the same. Where he, being set in the
great hall in the seat royal, with the Duke of
Norfolk?, before called the Lord Howard, upon the
right hand, and the Duke of Suffolk? upon the left
hand, after the royal oath there taken, called before
him the judges of the law, exhorting them to ad-
minister the laws and execute judgment, as the first
consideration befitting a king.”3 Addressing him-
self forthwith to the barons, the clergy, the citizens,
and all gradations of rank and professions there

London and its vicinity, is evidently in error respecting the date of
King Richard’s aceession, which he fixes on the 22d June. The Croy-
land continuator, and Buck, on his authority, fix it on the 26th June,
and their testimony is confirmed by the instructions forwarded, by
command of King Richard himself, to the governor of Calais and
Guisnes two days after his accession. —Harl. MSS., 433. fo. 238.
Hall, Sir Thomas More, Grafton, and the continuator of Hardyng’s
Chronicle state that Richard ITI. ascended the throne on the 19th ;
Rapin, on the 22d ; Hume, about the 25th ; Laing, the 27th ;
Sharon Turner and Lingard, with their usual correctness, on the
26th. * These discrepancies,” observes Sir Harris Nicolas, are
not surprising, considering that Richard himself states that ¢ doubts’
had existed on this point.” — Chronology of Hist., p. 326.

! Jobn Lord Howard, “one of the fairest characters of the age,”
and the most devoted of Richard’s friends, was raised to the peerage
by Edward IV. On the decease of Anne, only child and heiress of
John Duke of Norfolk, he became the legal heir to her vast possessions ;
the which, however, together with the title, had been previously con.
ferred by a royal grant on the infant Duke of York, when he espoused
the Lady Anne in 1477.— Rot. Parl., vol. vi. p. 168. The Lord
Howard coveted the ducal rank, which had heretofore accompanied
the lands that now reverted to him by heirship ; consequently, on the
illegitimacy of King Edward’s offspring being admitted, Richard
deprived his youthful nephew of the dignity he had to that period
enjoyed, and bestowed the dukedom of Norfolk on the Lord Howard,
and on his son the earldom of Surrey.

2 The Duke of Suffolk was brother-in-law to the Protector, having
espoused the Lady Elizabeth, his eldest surviving sister.

3 Fabyan, p. 514.
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assembled, he pronounced a free pardon for all
offences against himself, and ordered a proclamation
to be openly made of a general amnesty throughout
the land.!

Having thus taken possession of the regal dig-
nity amidst the acclamations of the multitude, he
proceeded in due state to Westminster Abbey, there
to perform the usual ceremonies of ascending and
offering at St. Edward’s shrine; being met at the
church door by the leading ecclesiastics, the monks
singing “ Te Deum laudamus,” while the sceptre
of King Edward was delivered to him by the abbot.?
From thence he rode solemnly to St.Paul’s, ¢ as-
sisted by well near all the lords spiritual and tem-
poral of this realm, and was received there with
procession, with great congratulation and accla-
mation of all the people in every place and by the
way, that the king was in that day.”?® After the
customary oblations and recognition in the metro-
politan cathedral, the Protector ¢ was conveyed
unto the king’s palace within Westminster, and
there lodged until his coronation,”* being that same
day “proclaimed king throughout the city, by the
name and style of Richard IIIL.,”% just two months
and twenty-seven days after the demise of Ed-
ward IV., and from the period when that monarch’s
hapless child succeeded to a crown which he was
destined never to wear, although his name survives
on the regnal annals of England as the second
monarch of the Yorkist dynasty, and the last
Edward of the Plantagenet race.

1 More, p. 125. 2 Buck, lib. i. p. 24.

3 Kennet, vol. i., note to p. 522. 4 Buck, lib. i. p. 24.
5 Fabyan, p. 515.
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CHAPTER XIIL

Richard takes possession of the throne, not as an usurper, but as a
legitimate sovereign.— His conduct greatly misrepresented. —
Commencement of his reign. — Preparations for his coronation.—
State progress through the city. — Richard’s election analogous to
the change of dynasty in 1688.-— Coronation of King Richard
and Queen Anne at Westminster. — Peculiar magnificence of the
ceremony, — The banquet which followed. — Early measures of
Richard III. — His wisdom, justice, and attention to his domestic
duties. — Commences a progress through his dominions. — Flat-
tering reception at Oxford. — Liberality to the city of Gloucester.
~— Holds a court at the castle at Warwick, — Is there joined by
the queen. — Receives letters of credence from foreign princes.
— Embassy from Ferdinand and Isabella. — Resumes his regal
progress. — Decides on a second coronation. — Is joined by his
son the Earl of Salisbury, at Pontefract.— Enthusiastic reception
at York.— King Richard and his queen crowned a second time
in that city. — His son created Prince of Wales. — Dismissal of
the foreign envoys to their respective courts.

RicaArD of Gloucester was now king of England—
king, by the common consent of the nation, by the
unanimous choice of the nobles, the clergy, and the
people.! For upwards of four centuries he has been
designated as an usurper; but has consideration
ever been duly bestowed on the literal acceptation
of the term, or of its application to this monarch ?
It would appear not! as, if attention is directed to
the one leading point, that Richard neither deposed
Edward V., nor forcibly seized the crown, but that
the regal dignity was tendered to him voluntarily

1 Chron. Croy., p. 567.
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and peaceably! by that branch of the constitution
whose peculiar province it is to mediate between
the monarch and the people, and to examine into
the just pretensions of the new sovereign before he
is irrevocably anointed ruler of the kingdom, it
must be admitted that in this point, at least,
Gloucester has been most unjustly accused. To
quote the words of a modern eminent writer, who
minutely examined every available document con-
nected with this momentous inquiry, * Instead of a
perjured traitor, we recognize the legitimate sove-
reign of England ; instead of a violent usurpation,
we discover an accession, irregular according to
modern usage, but established without violence on
a legal title.”?> Whatever difference of opinion
may prevail respecting the disability alleged against
Edward V., there can exist none as to his having
been dethroned by the “lords and commons of the
realm,”? whose assent had alone rendered valid his
former accession to the crown.* If then parliament
may settle so important a question as the right of
succession to the throne of these kingdoms, parlia-
ment assuredly may unsettle and reform the same ;
but the laws of inheritance, like the moral laws, are
framed on mental obligations which cannot be
infringed, even by parliament, without raising a

! Buck, lib. i. p. 20. 2 Laing, App. to Henry, vol. xii. p. 414.

3 Chron. Croy., p. 567.

4 ¢“ The power and jurisdiction of parliament,” says Sir Edward
Coke, ““is so transcendent and absolute, that it cannot be confined
either for causes or persons within any bounds. It can regulate or
new model the succession to the crown. It can change and create
afresh even the constitution of the kingdom, and of parliaments
themselves.” — Coke, quoted by Guthrie, p. 26.
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sense of injustice. Consequently, the fruitful source
of that odium which has ever been attached to
Richard’s memory as king may be traced to the
early suppression, by Henry VIL!, of that statute
which admitted the disqualifications of Edward V.,
and also to want of sufficient attention having
been given to the fact that the young prince was
rejected by his subjects on the ground of disquali-
fication alone, and his uncle elected to the throne
in his place because that throne was about to be
vacated.

The peers and prelates of England felt them-
selves aggrieved at fealty having been exacted for
a prince against whose legitimacy doubts might be
entertained, and who had therefore no legal claims
to their oath of allegiance, either as heir apparent
or as king, owing to the irregularity of his father’s
marriage. It was this conviction that proved the
great support of the Lord Protector’s cause when
the matter was formally submitted for discussion
to the assembled peers, and was confirmed to them

1 ¢« Henry's policy in suppressing that statute affords additional
proof of Edward’s marriage with Elenor Butler,”” observes Mr. Laing ;
who adds: — ¢ The statute would have been destroyed without
the ceremony of being reversed, but an act was necessary to in-
demnify those to whose custody the rolls were intrusted.” — See
Year Book, Hilary Term, 1 Hen. VII. The statute was abrogated
without recital in order to conceal its purport, and obliterate, if pos-
sible, the facts it attested ; and a proposal for reading it—that
Stillington, bishop of Bath, might be responsible for its falschood —
was overruled and stifled by the king’s immediate declaration of
pardon.” — Ibid, < Its falsehood,” continues Mr. Laing, “ would
have merited and demanded detection, not concealment ; and Stilling-
ton, whose evidence had formerly established the marriage, was, if
perjured, an object of punishment, not of pardon.” — Laing’s Dis-
sertation, Appendix to Henry's England, vol. xii. p. 409,

VOL. 11, I
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by the production of competent witnesses and au-
thentic legal documents.?

The presumed rights of Edward V. being thus
impugned, the constituted authorities elected his
uncle their king, less from any notion that Glou-
cester had been wronged by his nephew’s accession,
than because they were impressed with the con-
viction that what parliament had sanctioned under
false premises parliament had a right to nullify
when legitimate cause was shown for thus exer-
cising their prerogative. This momentous question
rests, not upon any present consideration of justice
or injustice, but upon the view then taken of the
matter by the lords and commons of the kingdom
and even admitting that they acted under mistaken
impressions, one deduction can alone be made as
regards King Richard himself, viz. that instead of
usurping the crown, it was bestowed upon him by
others, —a gift, which, it is true, little doubt can
exist as to its having been obtained chiefly by his
keen sagacity, and that seducing eloquence and
insinuating address which was peculiar to Richard
when his abilities were called forth on any fa-
vourite project.

The youth of the hapless Edward, his innocence,
his gentleness, have led to many accusations being
heaped on Richard that must vanish whenever
they are tested by the standard of justice ; for how-
ever much sympathy may be elicited, or indignation

I ““He then brought in instruments, authentick doctors, proctors,
and notaries of the law, with depositions of divers witnesses, testify-
ing King Edward’s children to be bastards.” — Grafton, Cont.
More, p. 153.
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be roused, for the calamities of a prince so roughly
handled, the victim of error not his own, yet the
mere act of his deposition and the elevation of his
uncle to the throne, which is the sole point under
consideration, was the decree of the nobles, the de-
cision of the people, and therefore, it must be ad-
mitted, not the act of the Lord Protector himself.
Richard III. ascended the throne of England on
the 26th of Junel, 1483, aged thirty years and
eight months. The last known signature of Ed-
ward V. bears date the 17th of that same month?;
and the first instrument attested by Gloucester
after his accession is dated the 27th of June? on
which day the great seal was delivered to him by
the Bishop of Lincoln, who was re-appointed chan-
cellor, and “ received the seals from the new king

! 8ir Harris Nicolas, in his Chronology of History (p.326.),
says: ‘“ As scarcely any two authorities agree respecting the date
of the accession of this monarch, it is fortunate that he himself
should have removed all doubt on the subject by an official commu-
nication. On the memoranda rolls of the exchequer in Ireland the
following letter from Richard III. occurs, which fixes the date of
the commencement of his reign to the 26th June, 1483 : —

¢¢ ¢Richard, by the grace of God king of England and of France and
lord of Ireland. To all our subjects and liegemen within our land
of Ireland, hearing or seeing these our letters, greeting. Forasmuch
as we be informed that there is great doubt and ambiguity among
you for the certain day of the commencing of our reign, we signify unto
you for truth, that by the grace and sufferance of our blessed Creator,
we entered into our just title, taking upon us our dignity royal, and
supreme governance of this our royaume of England, the 26th day
of June, the year of owr Lord 1483: and after that we will that
ye do make all writings and records among you.

¢ ¢ Given under our signet, at our Castle of Nottingham, the
18th day of October, the 2d year of our reign.””

(Printed in the report of the commissioners of the records of
Ireland, where a fac-simile of this letter may be seen.)

2 Federa, vol. xii. p. 187. 3 Ibid. p. 189.

2
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in a chamber near the chapel in the dwelling of the
Lady Cecily Duchess of York, near the Thames,
called Baynard’s Castle, in Thames Street, London*;
a fact which seems, even more decisively than all
which have hitherto been alleged, to disprove the
charge of impugning the character of his venerable
parent, or of her having openly expressed indig-
nation at her son’s unfilial conduct. Before enter-
ing on the proceedings which occupied the brief
interval between Richard’s accession and his coro-
nation, two points of some importance towards the
justification of his character require particular no-
tice at this crisis, resting as they do upon contem-
porary authority: the one, that Lord Lyle, closely J\\\/JUA
allied to Edward V. and his mother’s family, and
who had openly opposed the Duke of Gloucester
upon his elevation to the protectorate, now joined
his party and espoused his cause?; the other, that
the followers of the late Lord Hastings entered the
service of the Duke of Buckingham: thus afford-
ing a decisive proof that a portion, at least, of the
deposed monarch’s kindred? were satisfied with the
justice of Richard’s conduct; and likewise, that the
partizans of the late king’s most favoured adviser,
so far from resenting the execution of their master,
actually joined themselves to one of the two dukes
who are charged with having so unjustly compassed
the Lord Hastings’ death. Neither must another

1 Feedera, vol. xii. p. 189.

2« The Lord Lyle is come to my Lord Protector, and awaits
upon him.” — Stallworth Letters, Excerpt. Hist., fo. 15.

3 ¢« The Lord Lyle was brother-in-law to the widowed queen of
King Edward IV., and consequently uncle to the Marquis of Dorset
and to the Lord Richard Grey, recently executed at Pontefract.” —
Dugd. Bar., vol. i. p. 719.
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fact, derived from the same source, be overlooked,
from its connection with the alleged usurpation, as
it affords evidence that the armed men sent for
from York were indeed required as a protection to
Richard and a safeguard to the metropolis, and
were not summoned, as has been asserted, under a
false plea to aid him in forcibly seizing the crown.
“TIt is thought,” writes Stallworth to Sir William
Stoner, after describing the disturbed state of
the city, ¢ there shall be 20,000 of my Lord Pro-
tector’s and my Lord Buckingham’s men in Lon-
don this week, to what intent I know not, but to
keep the peace;”! yet Stallworth’s letter, from
whence the above is extracted, was dated the 21st
of June—the day previous to Dr. Shaw’s sermon,
and before any attempt had been made to promote
Richard’s accession, or to oppose the coronation of
his nephew ; consequently the disturbed state of
the metropolis arose not, it is very evident, from
revolt instigated by the Protector, the very letter
in question making express mention of prepara-
tions for Edward’s coronation,—a fact altogether
at variance with the supposition that measures had
been ripening for weeks to dispossess him of the
crown. Stallworth’s attestation is confirmed by
Fabyan, who, after narrating the particulars of
Richard’s elevation to the throne, adds: ¢ Soon
after, for fear of the queen’s blood, and other
which he had in jealousy, he sent for a strength of
men out of the North, the which came shortly to
London a little before his coronation, and mustered

1 Excerpt. Hist., p. 560.
I3
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in the Moorfields, well upon 4000 men.”! These
two accounts, the one written by an officer in the
Lord Chancellor’s household, the other narrated by a
citizen of London contemporary with him, confirm
the truth of Richard’s assertions to the citizens of
York, that a conspiracy had been formed to com-
pass his destruction.?

This desperate state of things, and the severe
measures consequent upon its discovery, decided
Richard, there can be little doubt, to aspire to the
crown, and also led to the counter-revolution which
raised him to the throne instead of removing him
from the protectorate,—a change in affairs which
was effected actually before sufficient time had
elapsed for his northern partizans to have reached
the metropolis.

Not an effort, indeed, seems to have been made
in favour of Edward V.—not a voice raised, even
by the rabble, in behalf of the youthful king. The
nobles, the clergy, the citizens, the people at large,
hailed the accession of Richard III. with as much
earnestness and unanimity as if Edward V. had
died a natural death, and the crown had, of neces-
sity, reverted to his uncle. Popular feeling, how-
ever, was too fleeting to be trusted by one so wary
as Richard beyond the shortest possible period.
The barons and knights who had elected him king
were still remaining in the metropolis, whither they

1 Fabyan, p. 516.

2 Polydore Virgil (p.540.) distinctly asserts that Lord Hastings
speedily repented of the share he had taken in advocating the part
pursued by Gloucester relative to the young king ; and that he pri--
vately convoked a meeting of the deceased monarch’s most attached
friends to discuss the proceedings most expedient for the future.
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had been summoned to assist at the coronation of
his royal nephew; and the preparations and fes-
tivities, so nearly completed for the deposed mon-
arch, were in readiness for the immediate solem-
nisation of his uncle’s enthronement.! Richard
resolved on availing himself of so happy a coin-
cidence, the more so, as the trusty followers whom
he had summoned from the North for other pur-
poses, and who were hourly expected, would, he
knew, be at hand, either to swell the procession, or
to repress tumult and prevent disorder. Assem-
bling, then, the lords of the council, and the great
officers of state, the day for the coronation of him-
self and his queen was definitively fixed, and the
usual preliminaries forthwith commenced.? The
following day, June 28th, instructions were de-
spatched to Lord Mountjoy and others, the go-
vernors of Calais and Guisnes, commanding them
to make known to the garrison of these important
fortresses ¢ the verrey sure and true title which
our sovereign lord that now is, King Richard IIL,,
hath and had to their fealty;”? and to exact from
them anew the oath of allegiance, which had become
void by the dethronement of his nephew.* He pre-
sided in person at the judicial courts, declaring it
to be ¢ the chiefest duty of a king to minister to
the laws.”® He withdrew his personal enemies
from sanctuary®, that he might openly pardon their

1 ¢ And that solemnity was furnished for the most part with the
self-same provision that was appointed for the coronation of his
nephew.” — More, p. 126.

? Feedera, vol. xii. p. 190. 3 Harl. MSS., 433. fol. 238,
4 See Appendix I. 5 More, p. 244.
6 Ibid.
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offences before the people; and, calculating on
the effect which courtesy produces, more especially
when emanating from princes to their subjects, he
followed the example set by Edward IV. on his
accession, of mingling familiarly with the populace,
addressing to the noble and opulent fair words and
speeches, and acknowledging, with urbanity and
condescension, the homage even of the most lowly.!
On the 30th of June, the Duke of Norfolk, who
upon Richard’s accession had been created earl
marshal, was appointed steward of England for the
approaching coronation?; and the honourable offices
and high distinctions consequent upon that solem-
nity were dispensed with a liberal and impartial
spirit, being alike distributed on the avowed ene-
mies as upon the warm friends of the Protector.
On the 4th of July, Richard proceeded in state
to the Tower?® by water, accompanied by his royal
consort; and, after creating several peers, he in-
vested many gentlemen and esquires with the order
of knighthood. He released the Lord Stanley from
confinement, pardoned his reputed connection with
the conspiracy of Lord Hastings, and, with a ge-
nerosity and disregard to personal danger that
seems little in accordance with the evil deeds im-
puted to him, sought to bury the past in oblivion,
and to make him his friend, by appointing him lord
steward of his household.* He likewise set at
liberty the Archbishop of York® and, confirming
him in his primacy, permitted him to depart to his

I More, p. 245. 2 Feedera, vol. xii. p.191.
3 Harl. MSS., No. 293. fol. 208. 4 Grafton, p.799.
5 Buck, lib. i. p. 26.
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diocese. Morton, Bishop of Ely, whose after-career
fully confirmed the reports of his having conspired
for Richard’s destruction, although also liberated
from the Tower?, was committed to the charge of
the Duke of Buckingham, that a nominal restraint
in that nobleman’s hereditary abode at Brecknock
might be placed upon the turbulent prelate until
such time as he evinced less violent opposition to
the newly-elected king.

It is probable that the greater indulgence shown
to the archbishop arose from an urgent appeal ad-
aressed to Richard on his behalf by the University
of Cambridge. This monarch was much attached to
thatseminary of learning, to which he had shown him-
self a great benefactor ; and he was in consequence
generally beloved and estimated by its members
their earnest entreaties, therefore, in favour of their
chancellor, whose munificent acts attested alike his
piety and his goodness, was not likely to pass un-
noticed by the king when the fitting time arrived
for his enlargement, the more so as the language of
the petition? did full justice to his own beneficence,

! Grafton, p. 797.

2 ¢« Right high and mighty prince, in whom singularly resteth the
politic governance, peace, and tranquillity of the realm of England.
Your humble orators commend them to your good grace. And
forasmuch as we have felt in times past your bountiful and gracious
charity to us your daily bedemen, not only in sending by your true
servant and chancellor, Master Thomas Barrow, to his mother the
University a great and faithful lover, your large and abundant alms ;
but as well founding certain priests and fellows, to the great worship
of God and to the increase of Christ’s faith in the Queen’s College
of Cambridge ; we, upon that comfort, make our writing to your good
grace, for such things concerning the weal of the University, beseech-
ing your noble grace to show your gracious and merciful goodness, at
this our humble supplication, to the Right Reverend Father in God
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and testified most pleasingly the estimation in
which he was held at that university.

On the 5th of July, Richard, accompanied by the
queen, rode from the Tower through the city in
great state!, attended by all the chief officers of
the crown, the lord mayor, the civic authorities,
and the leading nobility and commons, sumptu-
ously arrayed 2, — the king, as it is related, “ being
robed in a doublet and stomacher of blue cloth of
gold, wrought with netts and pine-apples, a long
gown of purple velvet furred with ermine, and a
pair of short gilt spurs®; and the queen in a kirtle
and mantle of white cloth of gold, trimmed with
Venice gold and furred with ermine, the mantle
being additionally garnished with seventy annulets
of silver and gylt.”* During the procession not the
slightest disturbance occurred, nor was any indi-

the Archbishop of York, our head and chancellor, and many years
hath been a great benefactor to the University and all the colleges
therein, and, through the help of God and your gracious favour,
shall long continne. Most Christian and victorious prince, we be-
seech you to hear our humble prayers, for we must needs mourn and
sorrow, desolate of comfort, until we hear and understand your benign
spirit of pity to him-ward, which is a great prelate in the realm of
England. And we to be ever your true and humble orators and
bedemen ; praying to him that is called the Prince of Mercy for
your noble and royal estate, that it may long prosper to the worship
of God, who ever have you in His blessed keeping.
“ Your true and daily orators,
““Tae UNiversiTy or CAMBRIDGE.
¢ To the right high and mighty prince Duke of Gloucester,
¢ Protector of the realm of England.”
(Printed in Cooper’s Annals of Cambridge, p. 226.)

1 Buck, lib. i. p. 26.

2 ¢« But the Duke of Buckingham carried the splendour of that
day’s bravery, his habit and caparisons of blue velvet, embroidered
with golden naves of carts burning, the trappings supported by foot-
men habited costly and suitable.” — Buck, lib. i. p. 26.

3 Brit. Costume, part ii. p. 212. 4 Ibid. p. 218.



RICHARD THE THIRD. 123

cation given by the populace, either of compassion
for Edward V. or disapprobation at the accession of
his uncle; and although Richard took the precau-
tion of issuing a proclamation® tending to preserve
peace, yet the undisturbed state of the metropolis
seemed to render the edict unnecessary, unless in ac-
cordance with ancient usage or political expediency.
Surely this very extraordinary unanimity in all
classes of the community must cast adoubt upon
the imputation of hatred towards Richard which has
been so long entertained, more especially when the
national character of the English people is taken
into consideration, and due weight attached, not
only to the difficulty with which they are per-
suaded to adopt a new order of things, but also to
the innate generosity of spirit which induces them
as a body invariably to side with the oppressed,
and fearlessly to oppose both king and nobles, if
tyranny is exercised or despotism evinced. But
the utmost indifference to the position of Ed-
ward V. seems universally to have prevailed ; and
that masterly scene of the immortal Shakspeare,
which so forcibly depicts the hapless position of
Richard II., from whose disastrous reign may be
dated the calamities which fell so heavily on the
innocent young princes of the house of York, is as
applicable to the dethroned and forsaken Edward,
and to his uncle the monarch of the nobles, as it was
to Henry of Bolingbroke, when he, like Richard of
Gloucester, rode in triumph through the city, and
received the homage of the multitude.?

1 See Appendix K.
2 «“He rode from the Tower through the city,” says Buck,
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“ The duke, great Bolingbroke,
Mounted upon a hot and fiery steed,
Which his aspiring rider seemed to know,
With slow but stately pace kept on his course,
While all tongues cried, € God save thee, Bolingbroke !’
You would have thought the very windows spake,
So many greedy looks of young and old
Through casements darted their desiring eyes
Upon his visage ; and that all the walls
With painted imag’ry had said at once,
¢ Jesu preserve thee! Welcome Bolingbroke !’
Whilst he, from one side to the other turning,
Bare-headed, lower than his proud steed’s neck,
Bespake them thus: ¢I thank you, countrymen ;’
And thus still doing, thus he pass’d along.”

Richard I1., act v. scene 2.

A more peaceful or tranquil accession can
scarcely be adduced from the regnal annals of
England than that of King Richard III. But if
wonder is excited at the undisturbed manner in
which this prince obtained possession of the throne,
still greater astonishment must be felt at the una-
nimity which prevailed at his coronation ; the
celebration of which solemnity is not only per-
petuated as one of the most gorgeous pageants on
record, but as perhaps the most magnificent cere-
monial which can be adduced from our national
archives. It was alike remarkable for the vast
attendance of the aristocracy, and for the extraor-
dinary magnificence! displayed by the influential
leaders of the Lancastrian and Yorkist factions.

“The great regularity with which the corona-
tion was prepared and conducted,” observes Lord

¢ with three dukes and nine earls, twenty-two viscounts and simple
barons, eighty knights, esquires and gentlemen not to be numbered.”
— Lib. i. p. 26.

1 Appendix L.
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Orford, “and the extraordinary concourse of the
nobility at it, have not at all the air of an unwel-
come reception, accomplished merely by violence ;
on the contrary, it bore great resemblance to a
much later event, which, being the last of the kind,
we term ‘the Revolution.’”! And a revolution
truly it was, in its extreme sense, although not an
usurpation ; and, considering that it was accom-
plished without bloodshed, without the aid of an
armed force, — for the description of Richard’s
“ gentlemen of the north,” as given by Fabyan? is
little in keeping with desperate or determined rebels,
—and that a fortnight was occupied in calm and
deliberate preparations for solemnising the cere-
mony, with the most minute attention to regal
splendour, court etiquette, and the observance of
ecclesiastical and judicial forms, the question with
which Lord Orford concludes his examination into
this remarkable event cannot fail to recur to the
mind of every reflective person: ¢ Has this the air
of a forced and precipitate election? or does it not
indicate a voluntary concurrence in the nobility ?” 3
The circumstances of Richard’s election were indeed
singularly analogous to those which took place on

1 «The three estates of nobility, clergy, and people, which called
Richard to the crown, and whose act was confirmed by the subse-
quent parliament, trod the same steps as the convention did, which
elected the Prince of Orange ; both setting aside an illegal pretender,
the legitimacy of whose birth was called in question: in both in-
stances it was a free election.” — Historic Doubts, p. 45.

2. . .. “In their best jackes and rusty salettes, with a few in
w}ute harness not burnished to the sale.”” — Fabyan, p. 516. Hall
and Grafton speak even more opprobriously : ¢« Evil apparelled, and
worse harnessed,” they say, ¢ which, when mustered, were the
contempt of beholders.” — Drake’s Ebor., p. 115.

3 Hist. Doubts, p. 17.
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the change of dynasty in 1688. Upon that great
occasion, states Blackstone, ‘“the lords and commons,
by their own authority, and upon the summons of
the Prince of Orange, afterwards King William, met
in a convention, and therein disposed of the crown
and kingdom.”! Blackstone goes on to remark that
this assembling proceeded upon a conviction that
the throne was vacant, and “in such a case,” he
says, “as the palpable vacancy of the throne, it
follows ex necessitate re; that the form of the royal
writs must be laid aside, otherwise no parliament
can ever meet again.”?2 And he puts the possible
case of the failure of the whole royal line, which
would indisputably vacate the throne: ¢ In this
situation,” he says, ‘it seems reasonable to presume
that the body of the nation, consisting of lords and
commons, would have a right to meet and settle
the government, otherwise there must be no go-
vernment at all.” It was upon this principle that
the conventions of 1483 and 1688 both proceeded.
Both presumed the throne to be vacant ; the former
by reason of the illegitimacy of the children of
Edward IV., the latter on account of the abdica-
tion of James II. Both met without. writ, as they
must do if they assembled at all, on account of the
vacancy of the throne ; both declared the throne to
be vacant ; both tendered the crown to sovereigns
selected by themselves ; and both procured a sub-
sequent parliamentary ratification of their proceed-
ings. So far, therefore, as relates to strict legal
form, the proceedings on the election of Richard

1 Blackstone’s Comm., vol. i. p. 152. 2 Ibid.
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III. were exactly similar to those adopted on the
transfer of the throne from James II. to William
and Mary.

Copies of the oath of allegiance to Richard III.,
taken by the lords spiritual and temporall, are still
in existence ; as also are the names of the individuals
who were created knights by this monarch on the
Sunday before his coronation.?

Many other very minute particulars are pre-
served in the Heralds’ College, and also in the
Harleian manuscripts®, relative to the gorgeous
ceremony which finally invested Richard of Glou-
cester and “ Warwick’s gentle daughter” with the
regal honours?; but as they embrace many obsolete
customs and observances that are more curious
than interesting in the present day, it will perhaps
be deemed sufficient to give merely a general out-
line of the proceedings from the above-named con-
temporary documents.’

On the 6th of July, King Richard and Queen

! Rymer’s Add. MSS., No. 4616. art. 17, 18.

2 Harl. MSS., No. 293. art. 208. 3 Ibid. No. 438. art. 211.

4 The termination of the MS. in the Harleian library is defective,
but the corresponding instrument deposited in the College of Arms
enables it to be completed. A literal transcript of the whole has
been published in the Excerpta Historica, p. 380.; and Sir George
Buck has likewise given a correct programme of the ceremony.

5 They are thus entitled : < Here beginneth the coronation of King
Richard III. and Queen Anne, in the year of our Lord God 1483,
and in the 6th day of July, the first year of his noble reign ; and of
the royal service that was done at the said coronation at Westminster.
In the year and date aforesaid the king and queen coming out of the
Whitehall to Westminster Hall, unto the King's Bench, the king
and the queen going upon red cloth barefoot; and so they went,
until time they came to St. Edward’s shrine, with his noble lords
before him, both spiritual and temporal, every lord in his estate, ac-
cording as ye shall have hereafter written.”
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Anne, with the royal household and great officers
of the crown, preceded by trumpets, clarions, and
“ heralds with the king’s coat-armour,” passed from
the Tower, through the city, to Westminster Hall,
where they were met by the priests, abbots, and
bishops, with mitres and crosiers, who conducted
them to the Abbey. The Bishop of Rochester bare
the cross before Cardinal Bourchier, Archbishop of
Canterbury; two earls following, the one bearing
the golden spurs, and the other “ with Saint Ed-
ward’s staff for a relic.”! The Earl of Northumber-
land carried the pointless sword of mercy; the
Lord Stanley the mace of constableship (an arrange-
ment that ought not to pass without comment on
account of its impartiality, considering that the one
nobleman had been chiefly instrumental in promot-
ing Richard’s present elevation, and that the other
had been but a few days released from imprison-
ment in the Tower for conspiring to effect his de-
struction) ; the Earl of Kent and the Viscount Lovel
carried the naked swords of justice, ecclesiastical
and temporal, on the right and left hand of the
king ; the Duke of Suffolk? bare the sceptre, and his
son, the Earl of Lincoln3 the ball and cross; the
Earl of Surrey carried the sword of state in a
rich scabbard, followed by his illustrious parent the

1 St. Edward’s staff is of pure gold ; on the top is an orb and a
cross, and it is shod with a steel spike : a fragment of the real cross
is said to be deposited in the orb.

2 The Duke of Suffolk was Richard’s brother-in-law, having
married the eldest surviving sister of that monarch and of the de-
ceased king.

3 The Earl of Lincoln was King Richard’s nephew, his sister’s
eldest son.
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Duke of Norfolk, earl marshal of England, bear-
ing the crown. Immediately after this nobleman
came the king himself, under a canopy borne by
the Barons of the Cinque Ports, sumptuously
habited in robes of purple velvet furred with er-
mine ; his hose, coat, and surcoat of crimson satin,
and his sabatons (shoes) covered with ecrimson
tissue cloth of gold. On one side Richard was sup-
ported by the Bishop of Bath !, on the other by the
Bishop of Durham ; his train being borne by the
Duke of Buckingham, holding his white staff of
office as seneschal or hereditary lord high steward
of England.

The queen’s procession succeeded to that of her
royal consort, the Earl of Huntingdon bearing the
sceptre, the Viscount Lyle the rod with the dove.
Here, also, another instance of strict impartiality is
remarkable, the Lord Huntingdon? being by be-
trothment the destined son-in-law of King Richard,
and the Lord Lyle® the brother to the dowager
queen, and, until within a brief period, one of the
most violent and bitter enemier of the new mon-
arch. The Earl of \Viltshirej:arried the crown ;
and next to him followed the | jucen herself under
a gorgeous canopy corresponding with that of her
royal consort, but with the addition of a bell of

1 This prelate was Dr, Stillington, formerly chaplain to King
Edward IV., whose testimony of that king’s former marriage led to
the deposition of Edward V. and to the elevation of Richard 111.

2 The Lord of Huntingdon was betrothed to the Lady Katharine
Plantagenet, King Richard’s illegitimate daughter.

8 The Lord Lisle, or Lyle, so created by the deceased monarch,
was a Grey ; he was brother by marriage to the widowed queen, and
uncle to her sons by the Lord Grey.

VOL. II. K
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gold at every corner. Like him, too, she was ha-
bited in robes of purple velvet, furred with ermine,
her shoes of crimson tissue cloth of gold. Her head
was adorned with “a circlet of gold, with many
precious stones set therein,” and her train was up-
held by Margaret of Lancaster, Countess of Rich-
mond, followed by the Duchess of Suffolk, the
Duchess of Norfolk, and a retinue of twenty of
the noblest ladies of the land. According to the
accounts that have been transmitted to posterity,
nothing could exceed the grandeur and magnifi-
cence of the procession.! Entering the west door
of the Abbey, the royal pair proceeded direct to
their chairs of state, and there rested until ¢ divers
holy hymns were sung;” then ascending the high
altar, and being divested of their surcoats and
mantles of velvet, they were solemnly anointed
from a vessel of pure gold? by the bishop. New

1 A full description of the coronation robes worn by the king and
queen, by the chief officers of state, the principal nobility, and the
henchmen or pages, together with the silks of various colours given
as liveries and perquisites, has been preserved in the wardrobe
accounts for the reign of Richard IIL ; to which [is prefixed an
indenture, witnessing ‘ that Piers Curteys, the king’s wardrober, hath
taken upon him to purvey by the 3d of July next coming the parcels
ensuing, against the coronation of our sovereign lord.” The materials
furnished for the ceremony were of the most costly description:
velvets, satins, and damasks of every hue; purple, crimson, and
scarlet cloths of gold, richly embroidered ; ermine, minever pure,
and other costly furs; mantles trimmed with Venice gold ; stuffs
of the most dazzling appearance for canopies, banners, and pennons ;
horse furniture wrought in gold and silver, together with every
appurtenance of dress; shoes, vests, kirtles, hose, bonnets, feathers
with jewelled stems, cauls (or caps) of gold net, and transparent
veils, paved or chequered with gold, all of corresponding magnifi-
cence, whether as regards richness of texture, variety of colour, or
costliness of material.

2 The * ampulle, or golden eagle,’

2

containing the oil with which
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robes of cloth of gold were in readiness for the
concluding scene; being arrayed in which, they
were both crowned with great solemnity by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the king being sup-
ported by two bishops, as also by the Dukes of
Buckingham and Norfolk, the Earl of Surrey up-
holding the sword of state upright before him.
The queen was likewise supported by two prelates,
the Bishops of Exeter and Norwich, and having a
princess of York! on her right hand, a princess of
Lancaster? at her left, and the Duchess of Norfolk
kneeling behind. High mass was performed by
the cardinal archbishop, and the holy communion
administered by him. ¢ The king and queen,”
states the contemporary MS., ¢ came down to the
high altar and there kneeled down, and anon the
cardinal turned him about with the holy sacra-
ment in his hand and parted it between them, and
there they received the good Lord and were ab-
solved both.” Yet this venerable ecclesiastic, this
high dignitary of the church of Rome, the primate
of all England, who thus absolved Richard from his
sins and sealed his pardon with the most holy
symbol of Christ’s passion, was the same lord car-
dinal who had pledged “ his own body and soul”
to the widowed queen, when receiving the infant
Duke of York from sanctuary scarcely three weeks

the sovereigns of England were anointed, is of great antiquity, as
likewise the ¢ anointing spoon,” used for the same purpose.

1 The Duchess of Suffolk, second daughter of Richard Duke of
York and the Lady Cecily.

2 Margaret Beaufort, Countess of Richmond, was the great grand-
daughter of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, fourth son of Ed-
ward IV,

K 2
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before, not only for ‘his surety, but also for his
estate.”!  Can there, then, remain any longer a
doubt that some just cause existed for young
Edward’s deposition; or that Richard’s election
to the throne was free and unbiassed ?

The character of the archbishop who set the
crown on Richard’s head has never been impeached.?
He was not raised to that high office for the occa-
sion, or in reward of former services to the Lord
Protector, but had been a bishop nearly forty years,
and primate of Canterbury even before the acces-
sion of the house of York.? Venerable by age
and eminent for his talents and virtues, lineally de-
scended from Edward IIL.%4 nearly allied to Edward
IV.5 whom he had also anointed king and invested
with the regal diadem, and pledged to his youthful
heir, Edward V.¢, to whom he had twice sworn al-
legiance, —any remonstrance from such a quarter
could scarcely have passed unheeded ; not to mention
the power of a cardinal, which was in those days so
great that their persons were sacred, and their high

1 More, p. 59. 2 Hist. Doubts, p. 55.

3 Thomas Bourchier, son of William Bourchier, Earl of Essex, was
in 1484 elected chancellor of Oxford. From the see of Worcester
he was translated to Ely, and enthroned archbishop of Canterbury in
1453.

4 Thomas Bourchier, archbishop of Canterbury and cardinal of
8t. Cyrac, was the third son of the Lady Anne Plantagenet, by her
second husband, William Bourchier, Earl of Essex ; she was the
eldest daughter of Thomas Duke of Gloucester, fifth son to King
Edward III.

5 Richard Earl of Cambridge, the grandsire of Edward IV. and
Richard I11., left two children, viz. Richard Duke of York, father of
the above-named monarchs, and Isabel, married to Henry Bourchier,
Earl of Essex, brother to the cardinal. — Sandford, book iii. and v.
chap. xv. p. 865.

6 Rot, Parl., vi. p.234.; and Chron. Croy., p. 566.
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office considered inviolate.! Yet Cardinal Bour-
chier, with the appeal to his God yet fresh upon
his lips, that “the estate as well as safety” of the
young princes should be required at his hands,
consecrates Richard of Gloucester ruler of the
kingdom, and absolves him from all sin. But one
conclusion, surely, can result from this extraor-
dinary proceeding, sanctioned as it was by the
whole body of the clergy? by the judges, and by
the knightly representatives of the people; viz.
that the nobility met Richard’s claim to the throne
at least half way?, from their hatred and jealousy
of the queen-mother’s family, and their conviction
of the fact of King Edward’s former marriage.
Perceiving the calamities that would probably en-
sue from this defective title during a long minor-
ity%, and appreciating the high talent for govern-
ment evinced by the Lord Protector, they hailed
a legitimate plea for quietly deposing the youthful
son of Elizabeth Wydville, and elevating for their
ruler one of the popular race of York, whose
abilities they had tried, whose firmness they had
Wltnessed and whose military reputation would
alike conduce to peace at home, and, should the

1 ¢ Qur reverend father here present, my lord cardinal, who may
in this matter (alluding to the removal of the Duke of York from
sanctuary) do most good of any man, if it please him to take the
pains.” — More, p. 36.

2 ¢ And anon came up to the king two bishops kneeling before him,
and so rose and went up to the king, and kissed him, one after
another, and so stood before the king, one on the right and one on
the left hand.”” — Harl. MSS., 433. fol. 2115.

3 Hist. Doubts, p. 45.

4 ¢ And that the great wise man well perceived, when he sayde,
¢ Veli regno cujus rex puer est,’—Woe is that realme that hath a child
to their king.” — More, p. 113.

K 3



134 RICHARD THE THIRD.

honour of the kingdom require it, command respect
for the English arms abroad.

To return, however, from this necessary digres-
sion, to the gorgeous pageant of Richard's corona-
tion. The religious ceremonies terminated by the
king’s going to St. Edward’s shrine, and offering up
St. Edward’s crown, with many relics; after which
devotional acts, being invested with the regal
tabard?!, and the sacred coif of fine lawn, and
assuming the regal coronet, the illustrious pair,
bearing their insignia of sovereignty in their hands,
returned to Westminster Hall in the same state and
in the same order of procession as they had entered
the Abbey. Mounting the raised dais? the splendid
cortege dispersed, the king and queen leaving
thereon their regal mantelets, and retiring for a
brief period to their private apartments. The
banquet which followed was conducted with the
same magnificence and grandeur that had charac-
terised the performance of the morning’s solemnity.
During the short interval in which the king and
queen “retired themselves for a season,” the Duke
of Norfolk, riding into the hall with his horse
trapped with cloth of gold down to the ground,
cleared it of the vast concourse of people who had
thronged to witness the spectacle. Yet, with all
this multitude, — this indiscriminate assemblage of
all ranks, —no tumult, no murmuring is recorded;

1 ¢¢ Like unto a dalmatica, or upper garment of white sarsnet.” —
Brit. Cost., part 2. p.212.

2 The dais was the place of honour in banqueting rooms, and
signified a raised platform on which the king, or the noble in his
baronial halls, dined apart from their retinue or vassals, who were
seated at tables somewhat removed from their illustrious chief.
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all was peaceable and joyous. The turbulent spirit
mentioned by Stallworth as agitating the metro-
polis not a fortnight before was now altogether
hushed; and the trouble and anxiety, which then
filled men’s hearts with fear, was turned into una-
nimity and concord, and a universal display of
cordiality, confidence, and loyalty.

About ¢ four of the clock,” Richard and his
royal consort are described as having entered the
hall, “arrayed in fresh robes of crimson velvet
embroidered with gold, and furred with minever
pure,” and advancing to the high dais, there sat
down to dinner, under canopies supported by peers
and peeresses ; the king in the centre of the table
and the queen on his left hand: there being pre-
sent the Archbishop of Canterbury, the lord chan-
cellor, the lord mayor, the lord marshal, the lord
steward, the bishops, the chief judges of England,
and an immense assemblage of the nobility and the
most illustrious ladies of the English court. All
was in keeping with the passion for splendour and
the spirit of magnificence which so especially cha-
racterised the age. Nothing was omitted that
could grace or dignify the entertainment. The
royal couple were waited upon by the noblest per-
sons in the realm, and the king was served ‘with
one dish of gold and another of silver, the queen
in gilt vessels, and the cardinal bishop in silver.”
At the second course, Sir Robert Dymoke, the
king’s champion, came riding into the hall, ¢ his
horse trapped with white silk and red, and himself
in white harness,” and inquired * before all the
people, if there be any man will say against King

K 4
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Richard ITI., why he should not pretend to the
crown; and anon all the people were at peace
awhile.” Then making proclamation that *who-
soever should say that King Richard III. was not
lawfully king, he would fight with him with all
utterance,” the champion threw down his gauntlet
for gage thereof, ‘when all the people cried, King
Richard! God save King Richard!” Eighteen
heralds, four of them wearing crowns, forthwith
advanced before the king, and, after garter king-at-
arms had proclaimed his styles and title, the re-
mainder cried, “a largesse”! three times in the
hall?, when, *the day beginning to give way to
the night,” wafers and ippocras were served, and
anon the king and queen arose up, and went to
their chambers. ¢ Great light of wax torches and
torchets ” speedily illumined the hall, and “ every
man and woman,” the contemporary Chronicle in
conclusion states, *departed and went their ways
where it liked them best.”3

Such was the inauguration of the last monarch
of the Plantagenets, a fitting close to the most
powerful, magnificent, and chivalrous dynasty that
ever filled the English throne. No personal fear
was evinced by Richard, no deception practised on
the multitude: bold and decisive, gorgeous, mag-
nificent, and wholly unopposed, the enthronement
of Richard IIL. is the best reply to all the calum-
nies that proclaimed him a dark and a stealthy

1« Largesse, a free gift or dole, signifying, in this particular
instance, coins scattered among the people.”

2 The following entry is preserved in the Harl. MSS.: ¢ To
garter king-at-arms, and to other heralds and poursuivants, 100/ for
the king’s largesse the day of his coronation.” — No, 433. fol. 22.

3 Excerpt. Hist., 388.
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usurper. Friends and foes were marshalled side
by side, and the kindred of the deposed sovereign?
shared with the relatives of the new monarch the
most dignified and honourable places, both in the
procession and the banquet.

A daughter of the house of York? the sister of
the late and aunt of the rejected king, occupied
with her husband and son the most prominent
places about the persons of Richard and his queen;
while the heads of the royal house of Lancaster, the
Duke of Buckingham and Margaret Countess of
Richmond 3, were selected to fill the most favourite
positions, and upheld the trains of the illustrious
pair. No single observance was disregarded that
could give effect or add weight to the ceremony,
neither was there any display of despotism or
partiality that could convert the solemn rite into
a compulsory act, or one of abject servility to a
tyrant; peers and prelates, judges, knights, and
citizens, all united with one accord in honouring
the choice of the legislature, and in confirming the
elevation of King Richard III.

! The Earl of Kent, as also the Duke of Buckingham, were, by
marriage, brothers to the widowed queen, and uncles to the deposed
sovereign ; these two noblemen having espoused Jaquetta and Kathe-
rine Wydville, the royal Elizabeth’s sisters: and it cannot but be
considered as a striking circumstance that not one of the noble peers
thus closely allied to the ex-queen as the husbands of her five
sisters—and the greater proportion of whom had been enriched or
received honourable appointments through her influence with Ed-
ward 1V.—were absent from King Richard's coronation.

2 Elizabeth Duchess of Suffolk, sister of Edward IV. and Richard
II1.

3 Margaret Countess of Richmond was the relict of Edmund
Tudor, half-brother of King Henry VI., and the mother of King
Henry VII. This illustrious lady, as also Margaret Countess of
Stafford, the parent of Henry Duke of Buckingham, were great
grand-daughters of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster.



138 RICOARD THE THIRD.

There is one circumstance connected with this
monarch’s coronation which must not pass un-
noticed ; viz. the absence of Richard’s heir, the
youthful Earl of Salisbury, who had no place ap-
portioned to him either at the solemnity in the
Abbey or the festive banquet which succeeded.
Whether the omission arose from a feeling of de-
licacy to the young princes in the Tower, or from
the apprehension that the sight of Edward of Glou-
cester might call to remembrance his deposed
cousin, and thus excite sympathy in the populace
for the reverse of fortune which had so blighted
his seemingly high destiny, cannot of course be
determined ; but certain it is that mnone of the
ill-omened offspring of Edward IV., of George of
Clarence, or Richard of Gloucester, graced the
pageant which fixed the crown of England on the
head of the youngest of three brothers, whose joint
history and career is perhaps unparalleled.

King Richard being irrevocably seated on the
throne, and fully invested with that sovereign
power for which, by nature and by education, he
was so peculiarly fitted, speedily showed his ca-
pacity for government, and his peculiar talents for
the high office to which he had been raised, by the
wisdom of his measures, and the vigour and resolu-
tion which characterised the opening of his reign.
Mystery hangs, indeed, over his early days, and
few and widely scattered are the memorials of his
youth. Not so his career as monarch of this realm.
No testimony that could be given by historian or
biographer, no panegyric that could be passed by
follower or friend, on his talents, vigilance, and
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energy, could so truly depict his actual character,
or develope the wonderful powers of Richard’s mas-
terly mind, as the evidence of his own acts both as
lord protector and king, which have fortunately
been transmitted to posterity. Amongst innumer-
able documents connected with the history of the
Plantagenet monarchs, there is preserved in the
Harleian library a most curious folio volume in
manuscript, formerly belonging to the Lord Trea-
surer Burleigh!, containing a copious register of
the grants and pubhc documents which pa,ssed the
privy seal or sign manual during the reigns of
Edward V. and Richard III., consisting of no less
than two thousand three hundred and seventy-eight
articles! ”?  'When it is remembered that these
entries commemorate the proceedings of little more
than two short years, and that, apart from mere
official edicts, they abound in instances of gene-
rosity and benevolence, together with proofs of his
just, equable, and prudent administration, it will be
seen how great injustice has been done to Richard
ITI. as king, whatever difference of opinion may
prevail as regards his character as a man. Perhaps
no monarch who ever ascended the throne of these

1 Sir Harris Nicolas, whose authority on these points is indis-
putable, and who obligingly favoured the Authoress with his opinion,
considers that this work of Lord Burleigh’s was probably what is
called a “docket,” and that it may have passed into Lord Burleigh’s
hands out of some public office, or by purchase, by plunder, or by
gift. There cannot be any doubt that the book is contemporary with
Richard III.; its authenticity, too, is equally removed from all
suspicion ; and, whether compiled officially, or collected to serve
some official purpose, its contents are invaluable, as throwmg new
light on Richard’s true character and that of his remarkable reign,

2 See Catalogue Harl, MSS., preface.
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realms was so competent to exercise the royal pre-
rogative; and it is doubtful if the archives of this
country could produce a corresponding instance of
activity, zeal, and devotion to the cares of govern-
ment, in so brief a space of time, and under such
trying and difficult circumstances.

So clear and explicit are the entries, that they
form a complete diary of Richard’s proceedings
from his accession to his death, there being scarcely
a day in which some notification may not be ad-
duced to show where he was sojourning, and what
great event occupied prominently either his time
or his attention.! Conjecture, then, may hence-
forth be discarded as regards the regal career of
Richard III.; and as wonder is excited at the
energy and activity of mind and body so astonish-
ingly developed therein, regret must equally be
felt that any informality should have marked the
elevation of a monarch whose intelligence and po-
litical wisdom was far in advance of the times in
which he lived.

King Richard’s first act, after creating the usual
number of knights of the Bath? customary at a
coronation, was immediately to assemble and dis-
miss to their homes the lords spiritual and tem-

1 8o numerous are these documents, that even a partial selection
would fill a volume of considerable size ; for the most importaunt
entries are inserted at full length, and the substance is given of all
the rest. The last possessor of this invaluable manuscript was the
antiquary and historian, John Strype, and it appears to be the same
MS. (observes Mr. Sharon Turner) which is a few times quoted in
the annotations appended to Bishop Kennett’s Collection of English
Monarchs, under the name of “ King Richard’s Diary,” and signed
«J. 8.”— Middle Ages, preface to vol. iii. p. 21.

2 Harl. MSS., No. 203. p. 208.
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porall, and the barons and knights of the shires,
with a strict charge, as magistrates and men in
authority, to exercise their power in maintaining
tranquillity and punishing the lawless in their
several districts, appointing commissioners of array
¢“for the security and defence of the king and of
his realm, and for the conservation of the peace.”?
He likewise assembled the judges, and in an elo-
quent address enjoined them to a firm and impartial
administration of justice within their jurisdiction
and upon their circuits. He communicated to them
his resolution of proceeding forthwith to the North
“to pacify that country, and to redress certain
riots there lately done;”3 and in this, his intended
progress through the kingdom, intimated his deter-
mination of personally examining into the wants
of his subjects, exacting a reformation of abuses,
and suppressing with severity all insubordination
or disregard of the laws. The 4000 men whom
he had summoned from York when the metropolis
was in so disordered a state “that Richard dared
not to trust the Londoners for fear of the queen’s
blood,”* and whom he afterwards retained to swell
the pageant of his coronation, he countermanded
home ‘¢ shortly after that solemnity, with sufficient
rewards for their travail.”®

On the 9th of July (three days after he was
anointed king) Richard by letters patent appointed
the ¢“right high and mighty prince Edward®, his

1 Buck, lib. i. p. 27. 2 Rymer’s Add. MSS., 4616. art. 26.
3 Fabyan, fol. 154. 4 Drake’s Eborac., p. 115.
5 Fabyan, fol. 154. 6 Harl, MSS., 433. fol. 242,
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first-begotten son,” to be lieutenant of Ireland?,
despatching a special messenger to that portion of
his dominions to show that *the king, after the
establishing of this his realm of England, prin-
cipally afore other things intendeth for the weal of
this land of Ireland,”? and appointing Gerald. Earl
of Kildare ‘the young prince’s deputy.”? His
sense of justice in the liquidation of debts duly in-
curred is strikingly evinced in the next instrument
which passed the royal signet, letters patent, bear-
ing date the 18th of July anno 1™ Richard III.
being issued * for the payment of 52/ and 20d.,
resting due to divers persons for their services
done to his dearest brother the late king, and to
Edward bastard, late called Edward V.”#

Having arranged all matters of import within
the metropolis calculated to give confidence to
the citizens and promote the peaceable disposition
evinced by the populace, King Richard, with his
queen, quitted London for Greenwich and Windsor,
at which royal demesnes he sojourned a brief pe-
riod to arrange the ceremonial of his progress
through the kingdom, and to requite the services

1 The wording of this entry sufficiently refutes the assertion of
some few historians that King Richard created his son ¢ Prince of
Woales” upon his coronation at Westminster, the 6th day of July.

2 On the 18th of July King Richard gave evidence of his sin-
cerity in this declaration, by reforming and raising the value of the
Irish coinage, in which, it appears by his official declaration, great
abuses had prevailed, both as regards deficiency in weight and mix-
ture of alloy with the silver bullion at the Irish mint. To guard
against repetition of this evil, he commanded that the new silver
coinage should bear ““on one side the arms of England, and on the
other three crowns.” — Harl. M SS., 433. fol. 233.

3 Ibid. 433. fol. 243. 4 Tbid. 433. fol. 104.
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of those trusty friends whose zeal had been the
- means of elevating him to the throne. To the
Duke of Buckingham, the most devoted of his par-
tizans, and whom he styles ‘his right trusty and
entirely beloved cousin,” he awarded all the manors,
lordships, and lands of Humphrey de Bohun, Earl
of Hereford?!, which Edward IV. had unjustly ap-
propriated to himself?, concluding the letters patent
which conveyed to him this munificent recompence
for his zeal, and which are dated “at Greenwich,
the 13th day of July, in the first year of our reign,”
by the following testimonial, that it was given for
¢ the true, faithful, and laudable service which our
said cousin hath, in many sundry wise, done to us,
to our right singular will and pleasure.”® His
gratitude to this nobleman is indeed abundantly
displayed. Besides receiving many valuable dona-
tions, as “a special gift” from the king, very
speedily after the coronation ceremony he was suc-
cessively created constable of England for life?,
confirmed in his former appointments of chief jus-
tice and chamberlain of North and South Wales5,
made steward of many valuable crown manors, and

! Humphrey de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, at his decease left two
daughters, co-heirs to his enormous wealth ; the one espoused King
Henry 1V., the other the progenitor of the Duke of Buckingham.
On the death of Henry VI. the posterity of the eldest sister became
extinct, and Buckingham, as the lineal descendant of the youngest
co-heir, claimed the property formerly divided between them. It
was, however, refused to the duke by King Edward IV., who took
possession of the lands; and it has also been asserted that King
Richard was equally unmindful of Buckingham’s just claim ; but the
entry in the Harl. MSS. (433. fol. 107.), and the testimony of Dug-
dale (vol. i. p. 168.), afford satisfactory proof to the contrary,

2 Dugdale’s Bar., vol.i. p. 168. 3 Harl. MSS., 433. fol. 107.

4 Rymer’s Add, MSS., 4616. art. 23. 5 Ibid. art. 6.
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appointed governor of the royal castles in Wales.!
The Duke of Norfolk was nominated admiral of
England, Ireland, and Aquitaine for life.? The
Earls of Surrey and Lincoln, the Lords Lovel and
Nevil, Bishop Stillington, Sir James Tyrrel, Sir
Thomas Ratcliffe, Brackenbury, Catesby, Kendall,
and innumerable other followers and friends, were
all distinguished by some manifestation of their
sovereign’s especial favour or regard.? No indi-
vidual, indeed, appears to have been overlooked
who had either served him long or faithfully. Yet,
in the midst of all this pressure of business, and
the important avocations of state necessarily at-
tendant on the commencement of a new reign,
Richard did not neglect his domestic duties, but,
with his characteristic foresight and vigilance,
gave a due portion of time and thought towards
regulating his establishment at Middleham, and
providing for the rule and management of his son’s
household there, deprived as the young prince
must necessarily henceforth be of the constant resi-
dence of one parent and the active superintendence
of the other. ¢ This is the ordinance made by the
king’s good grace,” states the ancient and curious
MS. which has thus perpetuated Richard’s atten-
tion to the well-being of his family at his favourite
Middleham, ¢ for such number of persons as shall
be in the North as the king’s household, and to
begin the 24th day of July.”* An attentive ob-
servance to the hours of God’s service is the first

! Rymer’s Add. MSS., 4616. art. 6. 2 Ibid.
3 See Harl. MSS., No. 433. 4 See Appendix M.
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thing enjoined, after which the utmost care is
given towards providing for the just and equitable
government of the whole establishment, and to the
forming of such rules as could contribute to the
welfare even of the humblest retainer.. The ex-
penses of the household were to be examined, and
paid monthly : and this ordinance, so remarkable
as affording evidence of Richard’s sound principles
of order and justice, concludes with these remark-
able words—* that convenient fare be ordained
for the household servants, and strangers to fare
better than others.”*

The young Lord of Lincoln, Richard’s favourite
nephew, appears to have been nominated by this
monarch to the lucrative office of governor of his
household and ruler of his extensive demesnes in
the North ; the above quoted fragment, containing
not only various items providing for the comfort of
the earl and the support of his exalted rank, but
also the following decree, ‘“ that the costs of my
Lord of Lincoln, when he rideth to sessions or any
meetings appointed by the council,” are to be paid
by the treasurer, but that at all ridings, hunt-
ings, and disports, “ my said lord to be at his
own costs and charges.” Who, or what is meant
by “the children,” so especially named in this
interesting document, or what is to be understood
by so vague a term, is, as has been before noticed,
a mystery that justifies many conjectures, but is
altogether difficult of any satisfactory solution.
That the young Earl of Salisbury was one of these

! Harl. MSS., 488. p. 269.
VOL. 1I. L
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adults admits not of doubt, for, in King Richard’s
household book of costs at Middleham, the ex-
penses of the lord prince at this abode, and at that
particular period, are distinctly and minutely de-
tailed !, not only prior to the framing of the above-
named ordinance, but for many weeks after it was
~acted upon. Possibly the Lady Katharine Plan-
. tagenet, betrothed in *her young age”? to William
Herbert, Earl of Huntingdon, and the Lord John
Plantagenet, both illegitimate by birth, but acknow-
ledged as his children by Richard ?, may have been
resident at Middleham, and early associated with
the Earl of Salisbury. Nevertheless, coupling the
term “ children ” with the king’s remarkable ex-
pression in the letters patent, issued within a few
days of this domestic arrangement, “ Edward, his
first begotten son,” it justifies the surmise, as
has been before argued, that the Earl of Salisbury
was not the sole child of Richard and the Lady
Anne, although the monarch’s illegitimate offspring
may probably have been included among the youth-
ful members so distinctly specified in the house-
hold regulations of Middleham.

All preliminaries, public and private, being ar-
ranged, King Richard, on the 23d of July, 1483,
commenced his royal progress, quitting Windsor
for Reading ; his stay in which town was marked
by an act of liberality that is greatly at variance
with the heartless spirit so universally imputed to
him. He granted to Katharine Lady Hastings his

I Harl. MSS., 433. p. 118.
2 Banks, Dormant and Extinct Baronage, vol. ii. p. 273.
3 Harl. MSS., No. 258. fol. 11. ; and No. 433. fol. 211.
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full and entire pardon! for the offences of her re-
cently executed lord, released the title and estates
from attainder and forfeiture, confirming her son
and the rest of her children in all their possessions
and just rights, and promising * to protect and de-
fend the widow and to suffer none to do her wrong.”?
Thence he passed on to Oxford, and at the entrance
of that city was welcomed with great reverence by
the chancellor and heads of the university, where,
¢ after they had expressed their love and duty to
him, he was honourably and processionally re-
ceived in Magdalen College ® by the founder, Bishop
Waynflete, the president and scholars thereof, and
lodged there that night.”* The king was accom-
panied by the Bishops of Durham, Worcester, St.
Asaph, and St. David’s, the Earls of Lincoln and
Surrey, the Lords Lovell, Stanley, Audley, Beau-
champ, and many other knights and nobles.”?
The reception given to Richard at Oxford as
little implies hatred or unpopularity, as does the
public support afforded to him by the bishops, on
this and other occasions, favour the tradition of his
reputed crimes. He was welcomed with loyalty,
respect, and affection. Every honour that could
be paid to him by the university was abundantly
shown®; and this monarch’s visit to the university
is perpetuated by its famed antiquary, Anthony

1 Dated at Reading, 28d July, anno 1 Richard IIT.

2 Harl. MSS., 433. p. 108.

3 Magdalen College is required by its statutes to entertain the kings
of England and their eldest sons, whenever they ceme to Oxford. —
Chalmers’ Hist. of Oxford, p. 211.

4 Gutch’s Hist. of Oxford, p. 638. 5 1bid.

6 See Appendix N.

L 2
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Wood!, as one of the most interesting and memor-
able scenes connected with the early history of this
seat of learning. The day after his arrival, solemn
disputations on moral philosophy and divinity were
held in the hall, by command and at the desire of
the king; when the disputants, one of whom was
that celebrated reviver of learning, Grocyn, ‘the
friend and patron of Erasmus,”? were honourably
rewarded. On the ensuing day, King Richard,
with his noble retinue, visited several of the col-
leges, and heard disputations also in the public
schools, ‘ scattering his benevolence very liberally
to all that he heard dispute or make orations to
him ;”* and, in conformity with a promise made to
the scholars at his reception, he confirmed the pri-
vileges of the university granted by his predeces-
sors. He was equally mindful, also, of the town of
Oxford, for which he showed his love by releasing
it from the usual crown fee due to each sovereign
at his accession. Richard III. was indeed a great
benefactor to both the universities; for although
Cambridge, so often distinguished by his bounty,
came not at this time within the royal progress,
yet it did not escape his attention. In addition to
other marks of royal favour to that seminary of
learning, he endowed Queen’s College, the founda-
tion of which, begun by the unfortunate Margaret
of Anjou, had been completed by the widowed*
queen of Edward IV.% with 500 marks per annum ;

1 Wood's Hist and Antig. of Oxon., vol. i. p. 233.

2 Gatch, p. 638. 3 Ibid. p. 639.

4 Ibid. p. 639.

5 Elizabeth Woodville, consort of Edward IV., obtained his licence
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and for the benefit of both Oxford and Cambridge,
he caused an act to be made, that strangers might
bring printed books into England, and sell them
by retail, —a matter of great importance to these
seminaries of learning in the infancy of printing.!
But although most histories that treat of the event-
ful times in which this sovereign lived are abun-
dantly filled with accounts of his misdeeds and his
alleged depravity, how few notice the undeniable
evidence of his bounty, his patronage of literature,
and the high estimation in which he was evidently
held by the learned and the good!? Yet the golden

in the sixth year of his reign, to complete the foundation of Queen’s
College, Cambridge, begun by her predecessor, Margaret of Anjou,
but left incomplete, owing to her exile and the deposition of
Henry VI. — Sandford, book iii. p. 385.

! Gutch, 639.

2 The piety, erudition, and eminent virtues of Waynfleet, bishop
of Winchester, the founder of Magdalen College, where the king
lodged, and who went there expressly to receive the monarch, and
to superintend in person the arrangements that were to welcome the
illustrious visitor, is attested equally by his own biographers, as by
the historians of Oxford and Winchester. So high was the reputa-
tion of this exemplary ecclesiastic, that King Henry VI. solicited
him to superintend the progress, constitution, and discipline of Eton
College, of which he appointed him provost in 1448 ; and on the
death of Cardinal Beanfort, in 1447, the king advanced him to the
see of Winchester, honouring with his presence the ceremony of
‘Waynfleet’s enthronement. He was selected to baptise the monarch’s
princely son, and in the year 1456 he was appointed by him lord
high chancellor, which office he resigned on the deposition of his
royal patron and benefactor. Nevertheless, Waynfleet was treated
by Edward IV. with marked attention, and on his founding Magda-
len College, this monarch condescended to visit it, unasked, and
simply from respect to his high character and talents.

This eminent prelate, having received three crowned heads as
visitors in his college, viz. Henry VI., Edward 1V., and Richard I11.,
lived to see the union of the Houses of York and Lancaster, by the
marriage of Henry VII. with the Princess Elizabeth, and to be twice
honoured with the company of their eldest son, Arthur Prince of
Wales.” — Chalmers’ Oxford, vol. i. pp.191—193,

L3
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opinions which he reaped during his stay at Oxford
are registered in the college archives, and would
seem to have universally prevailed ; — such, at
least, is a fair inference from the glowing descrip-
tion which records his visit, and thus describes its
termination : — * So that after the Muses had
crowned his brows with sacred wreaths for his
entertainment, he, the same day, went to Wood-
stock; the University then taking leave of him
with all submission.”

The act which certifies this monarch’s sojourn
at Woodstock fully proved the honesty of the re-
solution he expressed to the judges, of personally
examining into the wants of his subjects, and re-
dressing their grievances. The inhabitants pre-
sented to him a petition, setting forth that his
brother King Edward had, unjustly and ‘ against
conscience, annexed. and incorporated to the forest
of Wichwood,—and placed it under forest law,—a
great circuit of country,”! to the serious injury of
the dwellers in those parts. Richard not only re-
ceived their appeal most graciously, but, after due
inquiry into the merits of the case, he disafforested
the tract of land, together with *other vast woods
adjacent,”? conﬁrmmg the restitution to the in-
habitants by charter.?

At Gloucester, to which place the royal progress
was next directed, he was received with the utmost
loyalty and affection. This city, whence Richard
derived his youthful title of duke, had remained
firm to King Edward and himself amidst all their
reverses of fortune. ¢ When Queen Margaret be-

! Rous, p. 216. 2 Buck, lib. v. p. 138.
3 Lingard, vol.vi. p. 849.
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sieged the city of Gloucester with the king’s power,
the citizens stood at defiance with her army, and
told her it was the Duke of Gloucester his town,
who was with the king, and for the king, and for
him they would hold it.”?

Richard never forgot a kindness. True, indeed,
as asserted by his bitter enemy Sir Thomas More,
with “large gifts he got him unsteadfast friend-
ship,”? but his grateful remembrance of former
benefits, his justice, and his munificence, even in
this royal progress alone, exemplify in a striking
degree the additional evidence of this historian,
that ‘“he was free of dyspence,” and “above his
power liberal.” The city of Gloucester was most
abundantly rewarded for the love that the citizens
had borne him. He granted them many exemp-
tions and immunities? appointed a mayor and
sheriffs%, and, after annexing ‘two adjoining hun-
dreds, made it a county of itself, calling it the
county of the city of Gloucester.”® Tewkesbury,
the scene of his early military renown, was the
next station on his progress. He reached it on
the 4th of August, and after visiting the abbot,
and bestowing large sums on the abbey®, he passed
on with his noble train to Worcester, the bishop of
which diocese had attended Richard to Oxford?, and
had accompanied him throughout his tour. This
prelate, it will be remembered, was one of the ex-
ecutors® of Edward I'V., and preceptor and president

1 Buck, lib. iii. p. 83. ; also Fleetwood, Chron., p. 26.

2 More, p. 9. 8 Buck, lib. i. p. 28.
4 Lingard, vol. vi. p. 349. f Heylin, p. 326.
6 Harl. MSS., No. 433. p. 110. 7 Gutch, p. 639.

8 See Royal Wills, p. 347.
L 4
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of the council! to the deposed Edward V., and had
been arrested and imprisoned as such by the Lord
Protector at Stoney Stratford ; yet is he chronicled
as one of the four bishops who by their presence
imparted sanctity and added dignity to the new
king’s progress through his dominions. Such sup-
port seems wholly incomprehensible, if Richard
were the monster of depravity usually represented;
the more so, as Dr. Alcock, the bishop of Worcester,
was highly celebrated in his day for his virtues,
his learning, and his piety. Still more irrecon-
cilable with the odious character so long affixed
to this king is the popularity which greeted him
wherever he sojourned. The city of Worcester,
following the example set by the commonalties
of London and Gloucester, tendered him ¢ a bene-
volence,”? or sum of money to defray his expenses.
Richard, however, was too wise a legislator not to
perceive the evil of a tax which pressed so heavily
on the industrious portion of his subjects; he
therefore thanked them for their liberality, but,
in each case, declined the money offered, stating
that he ‘“would rather possess their hearts than
their wealth.”? Surely, incidents of this kind dis-
prove, infinitely beyond the most laboured argu-
ments, the calumnies of a later age, and imputations
based only on oral conjecture, originating in po-
litical rancour, and propagated by angry opponents
and prejudiced writers. ¢ Every one that is ac-

1 Sloane MSS., No. 3479.

2 The severe imposition called ¢ benevolence” — a despotic mode
of raising money, by exacting large sums as voluntary gifts from the
great body of the people — was devised by King Edward 1V., and
abolished by Richard 111. — Harl. MS8., No. 980. art. 23.

3 Rous, p. 215.
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quainted with English history,” observes Drake,
who rescued from obscurity so many original docu-
ments connected with Richard III., “must know
that there is hardly any part of it so dark as the
short reign of this king: the Lancastrian party
which destroyed and succeeded him took care to
suppress his virtues, and to paint his vices in the
most glaring colours.”!

From Worcester the monarch proceeded to the
city of Warwick, the birth-place of his royal con-
sort. IHere he was joined by the queen, who came
direct for the purpose from Windsor with a nume-
rous retinue; and in this place he delayed his pro-
gress for a brief space, to hold a court, which was
characterised by every demonstration of regal pomp
and splendour, there being present most of the
great officers of the crown, the chief justice of
England, the Duke of Albany brother to the Scot-
tish king, Edward the youthful Earl of Warwick,
and a numerous assemblage of bishops, earls,
barons, and ¢ other lords and illustrious ladies in
like manner with the queen.”? During the king’s
sojourn at Warwick Castle,— an abode well fitted for
the ceremonial of such recognition,—ambassadors
met him from the courts of Spain, France, and
Burgundy, to deliver their letters of credence?® from

1 See Drake’s ¢ Eboracum,” or History and Antiquities of York,
p- 118.—a work of great research, containing literal copies of all
King Richard’s letters and proclamations sent to the mayor and
citizens of York, together with the daily orders in council about
the state of affairs to this king’s death, extracted from the city re-
gisters,

2 Rous, p. 216.

3 These letters are preserved in the Harl. MSS., together with
King Richard’s replies to them. They are thus entitled : —

¢ Letter of Credence of Isabella Queen of Spain to the King, dated



154 RICHARD THE THIRD.

their sovereigns, acknowledging his title, and paying
him that homage which could alone render the royal
diadem valuable in his eyes. And in this princely
dwelling of his child’s grandsire, the mighty
Warwick, who raised and dethroned kings ¢ at
pleasure,”! he received the highest honours which
could be conferred on him by foreign potentates; a
proposal being made by the Spanish ambassador for
a marriage between the king’s only son, Edward
Earl of Salisbury, and the daughter of Ferdinand
and Isabella? the most powerful sovereigns of
Europe. The same envoy, whose mission was so
flattering to Richard’s pride and ambition, also
publicly made known to the English nobility the
affront which had formerly been offered to the il-
lustrious Isabella® by Edward IV. ¢ in refusing
her, and taking to his wife a widow of England”*
—a communication invaluable to the new monarch,

6th June, a.p. 1483, written in Spanish and in English.”’ — No.
433. fol. 236.

¢ Letter of Louis XI., the French king, to Richard III., thank-
ing him for the news of his accession to the crown.” It is written
in French, signed Loys, and dated 81st July.— Ibid.

“ Lettet of Philip of Austria, duke of Burgundy, &c., to King
Richard I1I.,” in French, dated at Gand, 30th July, 1483. —
Ibid.

The letter of the Spanish queen being dated before the deposition
of Edward V., it would seem that the Spanish government mistook
Richard’s elevation to the protectorate for his election to the throne.
It was undoubtedly delivered to this monarch by the ambassador in
person, and was evidently designed for him, not only from the pro-
posal for his son’s marriage with which the envoy was charged, but
also from the nature of the verbal relations which Queen Isabella
informs Richard she has empowered ¢ her orator to show his
Majesty.”

1 ¢« He made kings and put down kings, almost at pleasure, and
not impossible to have attained it himself, if he had not reckoned it
a greater thing to make a king than to be a king.” — More, p. 98

2 Rous, p. 216. 3 Appendix O.

4 Harl, MS8., 433. fol. 235.
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at this particular crisis, from its lessening the dig-
nity of Elizabeth Wydyville, so scornfully designated
by Granfidus de Sasiola, “a widow of England!”
and strengthening the recently admitted follies and
unkingly proceedings of the deceased monarch.

At the expiration of a week !, accompanied by
his queen, the ambassadors, and a considerable ad-
dition to his retinue, King Richard quitted Warwick
Castle for Coventry, the city where, in childhood,
he had been delivered with his mother a prisoner
into the hands of Henry VI., and where his father
was attainted, his brothers outlawed, and the aspir-
ing hopes of his proud race apparently crushed for
ever. Now he entered it monarch of the realm,
and with every accessory which could dignify the
ruler of a great and powerful kingdom. The pre-
cise date of his stay here is made known by his
signing, on the 15th August at Coventry, an order
for payment for articles furnished to “ Queen Anne,
the king’s consort,”? preparatory to her regal
progress.

Richard next proceeded to Leicester, where some
symptoms of disaffection appear to have reached his
ears; for on the 17th August he issued a mandate
in that town, commanding * 2000 Welsh bills or
glaives” to be made for him in all haste, and autho-
rising one of the officers of his household “ to im-
press as many smiths” as were requisite for the
completion of the order.® Official documents were
also despatched from the same city to ‘ seventy
knights and esquires of Yorkshire, and the neigh-

! Rous, p. 216. 2 Harl. MSS., 433. fol. 109. 2 Ibid. fol. 110.
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bouring counties !, commanding them to await his
coming at the castle of Pontefract by a given day?:
and, previous to his departure, he wrote a letter in
French to the Duke of Burgundy, dated ¢ at the
Castle of Leicester, 18th of August, 1483.”2

At Nottingham, which town King Richard en-
tered on the 19th instant, the first indications were
given of his contemplating a second coronation ;
a letter being addressed by his private secretary,
John Kendall, to the mayor, recorder, aldermen,
and sheriffs of York, announcing his approach to
that city, and enjoining them to “ receive his high-
ness and the queen at their coming, as laudably as
their wisdom can imagine ;” Kendall advising that
the streets through which the king’s grace shall
pass should be hung ¢ with cloth of arras, tapestry-
work, and other; for that there come many southern
lords, and men of worship with them, which will
mark greatly your receiving their graces.”* Pro-
clamations were also issued, commanding the at-
tendance at York of the surrounding nobility and
gentry, that they might be awaiting the monarch’s
arrival to take the oath of allegiance, and to greet
the prince, who had so long dwelt among them;
and from this time the most active preparations
appear to have been made by Richard III. for re-

1 Harl. MSS., 4383. fol. 111.

2 ¢« Trusty and well beloved.” ... “ For certain causes and con-
siderations us moving, such as shall be shewed unto you at your
coming, we command you to give your attendance upon us, upon our
coming unto our castle of Pomfret, which, by God’s grace, shall be
the 26th day of the present month of August. Given at Leicester
the 18th of August, anno 1 Richard I11., 1483.”—Harl, M SS., 4338.
fol. 101.

3 Harl, MSS., 433. fol. 237. 4 Drake’s Eborac., p. 116.
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newing in the northern metropolis the gorgeous
scene which had marked his enthronement at West-
minster. Whether this repetition was induced by
a desire of displaying to the foreign ambassadors
the unanimity with which his accession was hailed,
or whether the proposed alliance with Spain made
Richard regret the absence of his princely son Ed-
ward, the youthful Earl of Salisbury, on the former
occasion, and resolve on making his title to the
throne not only evident to Granfidus de Sasiola,
the proud ¢ orator of Spain,” but a prominent part
of the ceremony, by associating him publicly in the
procession, and by his subsequent investiture with
the principality of Wales, must remain matter of
conjecture. There is, however, ground for this
latter surmise; for, independent of the remarkable
expression in Kendall’s letter, ¢ the men of worship,
which will mark greatly your receiving their
graces,” the young FEarl of Salisbury, who has
before been noticed as absent from London at his
parent’s coronation on the 6th of July, is known to
have remained uninterruptedly at Middleham from
the time of his father’s accession until the 22d of
August following, the very day that the notification
was sent to York relative to the king’s contemplated
renewal of his installation.

This fact is clearly established by reference to
the household book before named!?, entries for my
lord prince’s expenses with his attendants being
there charged from Midsummer-day, June 21st, to
the 2d day of August; and again, from that date

1 Harl. MSS., 433. fol.118.
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to the 22d of the same month, when the Earl of
Salisbury evidently quitted Middleham to join his
royal parents at Pontefract, preparatory to their
triumphal entry into York. The cost of “ my lord
prince’s” household on his journey thither are dis-
tinctly and minutely specified.! Wages are charged
for his running footmen?, and several even of the
stages enumerated, showing that he rested at
Wetherby and Tadcaster prior to reaching Pon-
tefract Castle, where Richard and Queen Anne
arrived on the 27th of August. The monarch did
not forget his former abode at this renowned castle,
nor his early connection with the inhabitants. He
awarded to them many valuable grants, appointed
a mayor?® and corporation, and bestowed large sums
of money in charity and religious donations prior
to departing for York, which city he entered in
great state on the 29th of August, 1483.

The royal party were welcomed by the citizens
with a display of enthusiasm and zealous attachment
that fully confirms the accounts given by local his-
torians? of the devotion with which Richard was
beloved, not alone in York, but throughout the
whole of the northern counties. The feeling appears
to have been reciprocal. ¢ This place,” says Drake,
“he seems to have paid an extraordinary regard
to;” and that portion of Kendall’s letter which
announces “to the good masters, the mayor and

1 Extracts from the original document will be found on reference
to Appendix M M, Vol I. p. 367.

2 Harl. MSS., 433. p. 118. 3 Rous, p. 216.

4 Richard I11., whatever may be the crimes imputed to him, was
personally popular in the north. — Surtees’s Durham, p. 60.
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aldermen of York,” King Richard’s purposed visit
to their city, is couched in words too remarkable
to be omitted in these pages.! ¢ The cause I write
to you now is, forasmuch as I verily know the
king’s mind and entire affection that his grace
beareth towards you and your worshipful city, for
manifold your kind and loving designings to his
grace showed heretofore, which his grace will
never forget ; and intendeth therefore so to do
unto you [beyond] that [which] all the kings that
ever reigned bestowed upon you, did they never so
much.” This letter, as may be supposed, produced
extraordinary emulation in the citizens to outvie
other places, and even to rival one another in “ the
pomp and ceremony of the king’s reception,” and
“ Richard, on coming to the goodly and ancient
city of York, the scope and goal of his progress,
was received with all possible honour and fes-
tivity.” #  Plays, pageants, feasts, and goodly
speeches occupied the week that preceded the co-
ronation; to increase the splendour of which so-
lemnity, King Richard sent an order to Piers Cur-
teys, keeper of the wardrobe?, to forward apparel
for the occasion, of so costly a description that it
exceeded, if possible, the magnificence of that worn
at his first inauguration.

On the 8th of September the solemn rite was per-
formed in the most imposing manner : the gorgeous
procession was led by the clergy, fully vested in
their pontifical robes, followed by the mayor and al-
dermen and a large attendance of the spiritual and

! Drake’s Eborac., p. 116. 2 Ibid,
3 See Appendix P.
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temporal peers.! Supported by the great officers of
the crown?, and attended by a lordly retinue of
nobles, barons, and knights, the king walked in
regal splendour, wearing his crown and bearing his
sceptre.® The queen, preceded in like manner by
the lords of her household, and attended by a
suitable number of prelates, peers, and peeresses,
graced the procession, wearing her regal coronet,
and holding by the left hand her princely son,
whose brow was encircled with the diadem ap-
pertaining to the heir apparent of England.*
Five heralds in coat-armour ; banners of ¢ our
Lady,” the Trinity, St. George, St. Edward, and
St. Cuthbert ; lastly, standards of the richest
sarsenet embroidered with king Richard’s badge,
“the silver boar:” forty trumpet banners, and
hundreds of pennons, pensils, and streamers of
dazzling hues and rich materials, closed the pro-
cession, which was received at the cathedral doors
with all homage and dutiful respect by Archbishop
Rotheram ; in the chapter house® appertaining to

! Drake, p. 116.

2 The presence of the Lord Chief Justice of England, Sir Wm.
Hussey, who, from his being mentioned as with the king at Warwick,
would seem to have accompanied Richard throughout in his progress,
is shown by a remarkable instrument, signed at York, which illus-
trates in a striking degree the odious custom of enriching the royal
coffers by the disposal of the wardship of rich minors: —

¢ Sale of the ward and marriage of Anne, daughter and heir of
John Salvayne, knight, to Sir William Husse, knight, chief justice,
for 1000 marks. Given at York, the 7th day of September, anno
1 Richard I11.” — Harl. M SS., No. 433. fol. 113.

3 Drake, p. 117.

4 This crown is of plain gold, and unornamented with jewels ;
and where there is an heir apparent to the throne, it is placed, during
his infancy, on a velvet cushion before the seat of the Prince of
Wales in the House of Lords on all state occasions.

5 Drake, p. 117.



RICHARD THE THIRD. 161

which!, amidst the tumultuous acclamations of
thousands who had known him “long and well,”
King Richard ITI. and Anne his queen were, by
“ the lord primate of England,”? solemnly crowned
a second time, sovereigns of the realm.

The imposing service concluded, the procession,
after passing through the chief streets of the city,
returned in the same state to the palace3, where the
king created his son, the young Earl of Salisbury,
“ Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester,”* investing
him with the principality ¢ by a golden rod, a co-
ronet of gold, and other ensigns.”® At the same
time he conferred the honour of knighthood on
Granfidius Sasiola, the Spanish envoy, who was
present at the ceremony, and ¢ put round his neck
a golden collar in memory of the event;” ¢ striking

1 Tt is said that the chair at the north of the altar on York Min-
ster, in which King Richard II1. was crowned, is older than the
cathedral itself ; being that in which several of the Saxon kings were
also invested with the symbols of royalty.— Poole’s Lectures on
the Decorations of Churches.

2 The Archbishop of York, by whom Richard III. was crowned
the second time, was lord high chancellor at the decease of King
Edward IV., by whom he was distinguished with particular marks
of favour and regard. This ecclesiastic, upon hearing of the arrest
of Edward V. by the Lord Protector, proceeded to the widowed queen,
and delivered into her hands the great seal for the ‘“use and behoof
of her son,” with which he had been intrusted by his deceased
parent. “ Madam,” quoth he, ““be of good cheer, for 1 assure you,
if they crown any other king than your son, whom they now have
with them, we shall on the morrow crown his brother whom you
have here with you.” — More, p. 30.

3 Formerly the kings of England had a palace at York, on the
north side of the river Ouse, from which it had a gradual ascent. It
was almost demolished during the civil wars, although sufficient was
left of the ruins to convey an idea of its original magnificence.

4 Warrant for a new great seal for the palatine of Chester, to be
made for the prince, was given at York, the 16th day of September,
anno 1 Richard 111, — Harl. MSS., No. 433. p. 114.

5 Feedera, vol. xii. p. 200. 6 Ibid.
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him ¢ three times upon his shoulders with the
sword, and, by other marks of honour, according
to the English custom, with agreeable words
added; in testimony whereof the king gave him
his letters patent, dated at his court at York.”!
Triumphal sports, masks, and revels concluded the
solemnities ; and the most sumptuous entertain-
ment was given at the palace to all the illustrious
personages who had taken part in the ceremony
of the day—*“a day,” says Polydore Virgil, “of
great state for York;” there being ¢ three princes
wearing crowns — the king, the queen, and the
prince of Wales.”? But, flattering to the citizens
as was the renewal of this imposing rite within
their ancient walls, it is an error to suppose that
Richard III. by a second coronation exceeded his
prerogative, or committed any outrage on the ordi-
nary usages of the realm, by thus honouring a city
which had always been remarkable for zeal and
attachment to his race, and from which the dy-
nasty which he now represented derived its title.
It is, indeed, but justice to this monarch here to
take the opportunity to exculpate him from two
charges which, although apparently unimportant in
themselves, yet help to swell the catalogue of those
offences, the summing up of which complete the
measure of the ill fame of Richard ITI. A second
coronation has been represented an outrageous and
unparalleled event ; but, so far from such being the
case, a repetition of the ceremony was usual, if not
invariable, among the Anglo-Saxon kings. Al-
though this custom was discontinued by the Nor-

! Drake’s Eborac., p. 118. 2 Pol. Virg., p. 547.
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man monarchs, yet the founder of that race adopted
the coronation oath of the Anglo-Saxon kings?, and
Henry I. restored to the English, on the day of his
coronation, their Anglo-Saxon laws and privileges.?
The two-fold coronation itself was revived very
speedily by the Plantagenet dynasty, King Henry
IIT. having been crowned with great solemnity at
Gloucester in 1216, and again at Westminster in
1219%; and Henry VI., after being crowned in
London in 1429, was a second time anointed king
at Paris in the year 1431.* Thus it is shown that
Richard III., who for three centuries has laboured
under the most disparaging imputations, arising
from his second investiture with the symbols of
royalty, only revived an ancient custom, of which
a precedent was afforded him by Edward IV., who
was crowned king in this very city after the battle
of Hexham.® The splendid apparel worn by Rich-
ard at York, and on all state occasions, has like-
wise been made a subject of reproach to him®
whereas, in bestowing attention on his personal
appearance, he merely acted in conformity with the
spirit of the age in which he lived. Display in
dress, during the fifteenth century, was carried to

1 Ord. Vitel., p. 503. 2 Turner’s Middle Ages, vol.i. p. 171.

8 Sandford’s Geneal. Hist., book ii. p. 87.

4 1bid. book iv. p. 289.

5 ¢ Richard III. only followed the example of Edward IV. in
being crowned at York. Edward, marching from York, met
Henry VI. at Hexham, where victory declared for him ; the un-
fortunate monarch escaped only by the fleetness of his horse. The
royal equipage falling into Edward’s possession, he immediately used
it, by being solemnly crowned in that city, May 4. 1464. Henry’s
rich cap of maintenance, or abacot, having a double crown, was
placed upon his head.” — Noble’s Hist. Coll. of Arms, p. 53.

6 Turner’s Middle Ages, vol. iii. p. 479.
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such an excess that the most severe legislative
enactments became necessary to keep within bounds
all ranks that were privileged to appear otherwise
than in the “russet garb” which indicated vassal-
age and servitude ; and a very slight glance at the
wardrobe accounts of the Plantagenet monarchs,
and of the sumptuary laws cnacted to repress the
absurd extravagancies of the fourteenth and fif-
teenth centuries, will at once prove the fallacy of
these personal accusations which have rendered
Richard ITI. an object of censure?® for displaying the
rich and gorgeous attire which the custom of the
times rendered not only imperative but a positive
duty incumbent on princes and all men of high
birth and exalted stations.?

! Turner’s Middle Ages, vol. iii. p. 479.

2 «“These inferences,” observes Sir Harris Nicolas (in refuting
the arguments of Mr. Sharon Turner), * with respect to the cha-
racter of Richard III., are, it is submitted, drawn from a mistaken
estimate of evidence, rather than from erroneous data ; and they prove
the necessity of an historian, not merely using research, but of being
able to attach a proper value to his materials. The grounds upon
which the opinion of Richard’s vanity is built are, the account of the
articles delivered out of the wardrobe for his coronation ; the deserip-
tions of chroniclers of his pompous appearance on public occasions ;
and the clothes for which he sent from York. Viewed without
reference to similar accounts, in previous and subsequent reigns, the
conclusion is natural, that the sovereign to whom they relate was “a
vain coxcomb,” especially if the opinion be correct, that that lst
was prepared by the monarch himself. . But when records of this
nature are compared with others, and it becomes evident that the
splendid dresses worn by Richard formed the general costume of
persons of rank of the age ; and when the minuteness of detail, which
is ascribed to his own taste, is proved to be the usual form in which
wardrobe keepers and their officers entered the articles intrusted to
their custody, the error of supposing that the splendour or the accu-
rate description of the robes are in any degree indicative of Richard
the Third’s character, is manifest. A reference to these wardrobe
accounts, or to any other list of apparel or jewels in the 14th or 15th
and 16th centuries, will prove that there is not a single circumstance
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The festivities at York, which had preluded the
ceremony of the coronation, were continued for
many days after it was solemnised: but, amidst
‘“tilts, tournaments, stage-plays, and banquets,
with feasting to the utmost prodigality,”* Richard
devoted a considerable portion of his time to re-
ceiving petitions, redressing grievances, and ad-
ministering justice. Some of the northern soldiers,
who, in their march back from London, had com-
mitted gross outrages, were executed for their
lawless proceedings?; and although the Croyland
writer states, that Richard proceeded to York,
“wishing to display his newly acquired authority,”?
yet the actions of this monarch are more corrobo-
rative of Rapin’s assertions, that his going down
there “was to minister justice everywhere.” That
he did so, and with strict impartiality, is proved
by the local records that have perpetuated his
progress from town to town during his journey to
the north, and is likewise confirmed by a statement
in Kendale’s letter, addressed to the authorities
at York, communicating to them the nature of
the monarch’s proceedings.. ¢ Thanked be Jesu,”
writes the royal secretary, *the king’s grace is in
good health, as is likewise the queen’s grace, and
in all their progress have been worshipfully re-
ceived with pageants and other &c. &c., and his
lords and judges in every place, sitting determining

connected with Richard which justifies the opinion that he was more
fond of splendour than his predecessors, much less that he was either

“a fop’ or ‘a coxcomb.'” — Privy Purse Expenses of Elizabeth of
York, edited by Sir Harris Nicolas, p. 4.
! Drake, p. 117. 2 Ibid. p. 116.-

3 Chron. Croy., p. 567.
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the complaints of poor folks, with due punition of
offenders against his laws.”! It is, indeed, most
clear that Richard did not contemplate a second
coronation, when, following the example of his pre-
decessors?, he resolved on visiting the chief cities
of the kingdom ; neither did he direct his steps to
York, merely with the vain desire of exhibiting
his kingly position ; for, setting aside the short
period allotted to the citizens for arranging so
important a ceremony, the circumstance of this
monarch having been altogether unprepared for
the gorgeous pageant, must alone establish that
point. Independent of the messenger who was
sent to London for the state robes and regal ap-
parel, it appears that another was despatched for
the crown jewels, his costs on the journey, together
with his expenses whilst executing his mission,
being charged in Richard’s private accounts.?
Immediately after his second investiture with
the symbols of royalty, the monarch dismissed the
foreign envoys with letters to their respective sove-
reigns, and closed his stay at York by confirming
overtures of peace and amity with the courts of
Spain* and Scotland.” His illegitimate son, the
Lord John Plantagenet, he also knighted, conferring
the same honour upon many northern gentlemen;
“ and willing to do the cft—y\énd citizens some extra-
ordinary bounty ¢ for old services and new,” he sent

1 Drake, p.116.

2 The example set by King Henry I. of making a progress into
the remote parts of the land for the administration of justice, was
followed by most of his successors, — Harl. M SS., No. 980 fol. 34.

3 Harl. MSS., 483. p. 118. 4 Feedera, xii. p. 200.

5 Harl. MSS., 433. fol. 246. 6 Drake, 117.
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for the mayor, the aldermen, and commons on the
17th of September, and, “without any petition or
asking,” bestowed upon the city of York a charter
of great value and importance. ¢ Richard’s mu-
nificence to our city at this time,” observes Drake!,
who has published a transcript of the original in-
strument, ‘ whether it proceeded from gratitude
or policy, was a truly royal gift.... I never found
him, amongst all his other vices, taxed with covet-
ousness, and he had many reasons, both on his own
and his family’s account, to induce him even to do
more for a city which had always signalised itself
in the interest of his house.”

After a fortnight passed in a district so interest-
ing to him from long residence and early associa-
tions, and now endeared yet more by the proofs
of attachment and loyalty so recently and enthu-
siastically displayed, Richard III. departed from
York; carrying with him abundant proofs of the
love of her citizens and of that personal attach-
ment which was never diminished, never with-
drawn,—no, not even when calumny had blighted
Richard’s fair fame, or death had rendered him
powerless to reward the fidelity with which his
grateful northern subjects cherished the memory
and upheld the reputation of their friend and
benefactor.?

! Drake, p. 117.

2 What opinion our citizens of York had of King Richard will
best appear by their own records; in which they took care to
register every particular letter and message they received from him.
And as his fate drew nigh, they endeavoured to show their loyalty
or their gratitude to this prince in the best manner they were able.
- Drake, p. 117.

M 4
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CHAPTER XIV.

King Richard resumes his regal progress. — Arrives at Pontefract.
— Threatening aspect of public affairs. — The Earl of Lincoln
nominated lord lieutenant of Ireland. — Nature of King Richard’s
edicts at this period. — His recognition of kindness shown to his
race, and acts of justice to his political enemies. — He leaves
Pontefract, and visits Doncaster, Gainsborough, and Lincoln. —
The people murmur at the imprisonment of the young princes. -——
The southern counties take up arms for their release.— The
Duke of Buckingham proclaimed the leader of the rebels. —
Rumoured death of the princes. — Inquiry into the origin of the
report. — Contemporary writers examined. — Unsatisfactory tenor
of their statements. —Sir Thomas More’s narrative of the murder.
— Its various discrepancies. — The tradition tested with coeval
and existing records. — Brief notice of Sir Robert Brackenbury.
— Sir James Tyrrel. — Plans for conveying the princesses out of
the kingdom. — Strong points connected with Perkin Warbeck’s
career. — True cause of Sir James Tyrrel’s execution. — Murder
of the princes unauthenticated. — Reputed discovery of their
remains, — Incompatible with the narrative of Sir Thomas More
and Lord Bacon. — Observations resulting from the foregoing. —
Causes that invalidate the tradition, and redeem King Richard
from accusations founded on mere report.

King Richard, accompanied by Queen Anne and
the Prince of Wales, recommenced his royal pro-
gress about the middle of September, proceeding
direct from York to Pontefract, which town he
entered on the 20th of that month, with the view
of returning to London through the eastern coun-
ties, and visiting the principal towns connected
with that portion of the kingdom. But the festi-
vities and apparent harmony which characterised
this monarch’s double coronation, and the peaceful
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state of things which marked his progress through
so considerable a part of his dominions, was at an
end : it had been but a temporary calm, the pre-
lude of scenes of violence and disaffection, far more
in keeping with that turbulent era, than the unin-
terrupted tranquillity which formed so remarkable
a feature in the dawn of this monarch’s reign.

It has been shown that no effort was made to
rescue Edward V.; no arm was raised in defence of
the youthful princes, by the many and powerful
lords who had been ennobled and enriched by their
deceased parent : yet was there a feeling of commise-
ration in the humbler classes of the community ;
a still small voice of sympathy and affection for the
royal orphans, which, like the mournful sound that
betokens a coming storm, even under a cloudless
sky, swept through the land and ended in a political
convulsion that speedily brought home to Richard’s
heart the sense of the uncertain tenure of public
applause, and the disquictude attendant upon a
throne. From a proclamation sent to the mayor
and bailiffs of Northampton?, forbidding the inha-
bitants to ‘ take or receive any liveries or recog-
nizances of any person of what estate, degree, or
condition soever he be of,” induced by a report
that ¢ great divisions and dissentions had arisen in
consequence of oaths, the giving of signs and re-
cognizances of time past,” it is probable that some
intimation of impending danger was communicated
to the king, even before his arrival at York. But
an order sent from thence to Lord Dynham, lieu-

1 Harl, MSS., 433. fol. 111.
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tenant of the town and marches of Calais, to dis-
charge a portion of the garrison on account of the
expense, and because, as asserted, ¢ the season of
any great danger of adversaries is of all likeli-
hood overpast for this year,” would seem to
imply that Richard’s mind was thoroughly at ease
before he left that city ; and the mature of his
edicts from Pontefract, ‘at the fortress of which
he remained for a brief period, convey no symp-
toms of alarm either from foreign or domestic
enemies. He addressed a letter on the 22d inst.,
dated from “ Pomfret Castle,” to the mayor of
Southampton, assuring him, in reply to some offi-
cial communication, that he would not allow * his
dearest son, the prince, to deal or intermeddle with
their franchises.”? He also wrote to the Earl of
Kildare from the same place, acquainting him that
he had appointed the Lord of Lincoln, his nephew,
to be lieutenant of Ireland, and the said earl to
be his deputy 3, requesting him to accept the office,
which office, it will be remembered, was conferred
upon the Earl of Kildare on the 9th of July, when
King Richard had nominated his young son, now
Prince of Wales, to the command of that country.
Various communications to different individuals in
Ireland*, some high in rank, others in a humbler
station® of life, thanking them for their assistance
against his enemies, or acknowledging past kind-
nesses, either to himself or his kindred, may also be
found in this portion of Richard’s diary, together

! Harl. MSS., 433. fol. 113. 2 Tbid. fol. 115.
3 Ibid. p. 267. 4 Ibid. 5 Ibid.
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with instances of his impartial administration of the
laws, in cases where proof was given that persons had
been oppressed or wrongfully treated.? No portion
indeed of Richard’s singularly eventful life more
thoroughly disproves the accusation of his being
destitute of natural affection, callous to the ties
of kindred, the endearments of * household love,”
than the actions which perpetuate his brief sojourn
at Pontefract, the only period of repose which oc-
curred during his short and troubled reign. He
sent instructions to the Bishop of Enachden em-
powering him to receive the allegiance of the Earl
of Desmond, also to thank that nobleman for his
offers of personal service, and to accept them “in
consideration of the many services and kindness
shown by the earl’s father to the Duke of York,
the king’s father, the king then being of young
age.”? These instructions were accompanied with
munificent gifts, together with a letter from the
king himself to the Earl of Desmond, dated the
29th of September, wherein he says, “It is our
intent and pleasure for to have you to use the
manner of our English habit and clothing ; for the
which cause we send you a collar of gold of our
livery and device, with our apparel for your
person?® of the English fashion,-which we will ye
.

1 Harl. MSS., 433. p. 267.

2 The debt of gratitude to his father here acknowledged has
reference to the shelter afforded the Duke of York in Ireland, when,
with his son, the Earl of Rutland, he escaped from Ludlow, and
sought refuge in that country. King Richard was at that time
about six years of age. In another part of this document allusion is
made to the Earl of Desmond’s father having suffered a violent death
arising from his devotion to the house of York, for which the king

says he has always felt great ‘“inward compassion.”
3 See Appendix Q.
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shall receive in our name, trusting, that at some
convenient season hereafter we shall have you to
come over to us hither, and be more expert both in
the manners and conditions of us, and our honor-
able and goodly behaving of our subjects.”? King
Richard also confirmed the annuity granted by
Edward IV. for ministering divine service in the
chapel which was erected on the bridge at Wake-
field? in memory of his father and brother slain
in the vicinity of that town. He commanded pay-
ment of 40L., of the king’s gift3, towards the build-
ing of the church at Baynard’s Castle, and issued
a ‘“ warrant to the auditors of Middleham to allow
Geoffrey Frank, receiver of the same, the sum of

_196/. 10s. in his accounts, for monies laid out upon

several occasions, the particulars whereof are spe-
cified, and are mostly *the expences of my lord
prince,”* which remarkable payment, so often
quoted in these pages, has furnished to posterity
almost the only known records of Richard’s illus-
trious child. Offerings to religious houses®, chari-
table donations®, and the disbursement of all just
debts, not alone for himself, his offspring, and his
household?, but even those incurred by his political
enemies® might be adduced with advantage, to ex-
emplify the consideration which Richard bestowed

1 Harl. MSS., 433. fol. 265. 2 Ibid. fol. 116.

3 Ibid. fol. 119. 4 Ibid. fol. 118.

5« The king’s offerings to religious houses,”” observes Whitaker,
‘ appear to have been very liberal.”” — Whit. Hist. Richmondshire,
vol. i. p. 346.

6 Harl. MSS., 483. fol. 118. 7 Ibid. fol. 58. 118. 120.

8 ¢ For money paid to Sir Thomas Gower, by him laid out for
the expences of the Lord Rivers.” — Harl. MSS., 433. fol. 118.
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equally on the private duties of life, as on the im-
portant functions of royalty. But these minute
details, though important in themselves from dis-
playing the truec nature of Richard’s disposition,
could not be followed up without tedious prolixity.
Nevertheless it is due to this monarch to state,
that the closest examination of the register that
has recorded his acts at this period, will show, that
numerous as are the documents associated per-
sonally with him, and varied as are the edicts that
bear the sign manual, and mark his progress from
town to town, yet no one entry can be produced
that convicts King Richard of being * dispitious!
and cruel.”? He was bountiful to the poor, in-
dulgent to the rich, and generous in all his trans-
actions, whether in recompensing the friends of his
family?, or seeking to appease the animosity of his
enemies. To the widow of Earl Rivers, who had
“intended and compassed his destruction,” he or-
dered the payment of all duties accruing from the
estates which had been settled on her as her join-
ture.* He presented the Lady Hastings with the
wardship and marriage of her son, and intrusted
her with the sole charge of his vast estates after
taking off the attainder®; a boon that might have
been greatly abused, and which would have been
a munificent recompence to many of his faithful
followers. DBut the most remarkable instance that

1 Dispitious —full of spite. 2 More, p. 9.

3 In the register of Richard’s acts at this particular period is “a
grant of an annuity of 60l to Thomas Wandesford, for his good
service done to the right excellent prince of famous memory, the
king’s father, whom God pardon.” — Hari. M SS., 433. fol. 117.

4 Harl, MSS., 483. fol. 166. 5 Tbid. fol. 27.
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could perhaps be adduced of Richard’s kind and
forgiving disposition, was the commiseration he felt
for the destitute state of the unfortunate Countess
of Oxford, the wife of the bitterest enemy of him-
self and his race, on whom he settled a pension of
100l. a year! during the exile of her moble lord,
notwithstanding he was openly and avowedly ar-
rayed in hostility against him.

The last instrument which received his signature
prior to his departure from Pontefract is singularly
illustrative of the religious scruples and sense of
justice which formed so leading a feature in
Richard’s character. ¢ The king, calling to re-
membrance the dreadful sentence of the church of
God given against all those persons which wilfully
attempt to usurp unto themselves, against good
conscience, possessions or other things of right
belonging to God and his said church, and the
great peril of soul which may ensue by the same;
commands that twenty acres and more of pasture
within the park at Pontefract, which was taken
from the prior and convent of Pontefract about the
tenth year of king Edward IV., be restored unto
them.”? Sentiments such as these, emanating from
himself, attest better than any inferences drawn by
others that Richard considered he had been legally
and lawfully elected to the throne. The man who
feared God’s judgments, if he withheld twenty acres
of land which had been unjustly taken ¢against
good conscience,” would surely have paused before
usurping a crown! — calling to remembrance as he
did the dreadful sentence of the church, and the

1 Harl. MSS., 433. fol. 53. 2 Ibid. fol. 121.
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great peril of soul which might ensue from such an
act of injustice ; or have risked his eternal salvation
by wilfully perpetrating the most heinous crimes
to secure possessions thus unlawfully obtained.
Happy would it have been for this monarch had
he been judged by his own acts, rather than by the
opinions of others: his reign would not then have
been represented in the annals of his country as
alike disgraceful to himself and to the land over
which he ruled.

Richard departed from Pontefract early in Octo-
ber!, and from mention being made of alms having
been bestowed at Doncaster?, he probably rested
at that town on his progress to Gainsborough, Laepsoloe
where the regal party were abiding on the 10th of.
October, as appears by Richard’s signature to two
instruments bearing that date both of time and of
place.> Widely different, however, was the aspect
of affairs during this portion of the monarch’s tour,
compared to the peaceful and unruffled state of
things which his welcome reception at Oxford,
Gloucester, and York had seemed to portend at the
commencement of his progress. The clouds, which
for many weeks had begun to shadow the brightness
of his sunny path, now more darkly obscured the
political horizon, and gave presage of that coming
storm which was about to burst so heavily over

1 Harl. MSS., 433. fol.121.
2 < iijs, ijjd. to a vaff (a poor woman) besides Doncaster, by the
king’s commandment.” — Harl. M SS., 433. fol. 118. X
3 Warrant for the payment of 500 marks for the expences of
our household at our castle of Carlisle,” and of 5L to the prior of
the monastery of Carlisle, which the king had given towards the
making of a glass window therein. Given at Gainsborough, 10th i
October, anno 1 Richard IIL., 1488. — Harl. MSS., 433. fo, 120, ~ «1-10. /.
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the head of Richard : nor was he altogether unpre-
pared for the change, being too well acquainted
with the workings of the human heart to overlook
any indications, however trivial, that betokened ill,
whether arising from jealousy in friends or hostility
in enemies. Symptoms both of personal and po-
litical enmity had become apparent to the king at
an early stage of his proceedings; but he was too
wise to accelerate the impending evil by any pre-
mature or injudicious disclosure of his suspicions,
until compelled to do so in self-defence. Many
circumstances, however, prove that from the time
he quitted York until he arrived at Lincoln on the
14th of October, he had been preparing himself to
meet the exigency whenever it should occur. This
exigency, and its momentous occasion, involves
the most important consideration associated with
Richard’s carcer ; not alone from the spirit of dis-
affection which it raised, and which was never after-
wards subdued, but because it implicates this
monarch in a transaction of the blackest dye, the
truth of which, up to the present time, continues to
be wrapt in the most impenetrable obscurity. So
interwoven indeed with fable, with errors in date
and discrepancies in detail, are the alleged facts
of this mysterious occurrence, that perplexed as is
the general tenor of king Richard’s eventful life,
yet this one point in particular has baffled effec-
tually the labours of the antiquary, the historian,
and the philosopher, to unravel the tangled web of
falsehood and deceit in which it is enveloped. It
need scarcely be said that these observations have
reference to the ultimate fate of Edward V. and
his young brother the Duke of York, which is so
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completely veiled in mystery, that notwithstanding
tradition has long fixed on their uncle the odium
of their deaths, yet no conclusive evidence has ever
been adduced which can fasten upon him so revolt-
ing an act, or convict Richard the Third as a mur-
derer or “a regicide.”

The progress of public opinion, on which alone
the imputation rests, will be best illustrated by
examining the contemporary accounts, which are
limited to three writers,—the Croyland historian,
Rous the Warwick antiquary, and Fabyan the
city chronicler. Fabyan, though the last in order
as regards the time of the compilation of his work,
is best fitted to describe the earliest indication of
popular feeling, not only because he was resident in
London at the time of Richard’s election, but be-
cause he makes known the sentiments of the popu-
lace from the very earliest period of that monarch’s
regal career.

After narrating his accession to the throne, he
says: “ Then it followeth anon, as this man had
taken upon him, he fell in great hatred of the more
party of the nobles of this realm, insomuch that
such as before loved and praised him, and would
have jeoparded life and good with him, if he had
so remained still as protector, now murmured and
grudged against him in such wise, that few or none
favoured his party, except it were for dread, or the
great gifts that they received of him.” !

In this account, three strong points present them-
selves to notice: 1st, That Richard, up to the period

1 Fabyan’s Chron., p. 516,
VOL. II. N
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of his accession, was so beloved and estimated, that
his contemporaries would have risked life and for-
tune in his cause ; which admission very materially
weakens the imputation of after ages, that he was
innately cruel, vicious, and depraved. 2dly, That
“he fell in hatred” because the turbulent nobles,
who had elevated him to the throne, forthwith
grudged him the exalted position which they had
invited him to fill: it was not, let it be observed,
the abuse of his newly acquired power which made
Richard unpopular, but the power itself with which
the nobles had invested him. 3dly, That from his
accession he was treacherously dealt with, and sur-
rounded by time-servers, who enriched themselves
by his liberality, and after courting his favour,
rewarded him with deceit. Such is the statement of
Fabyan, writing under the Tudor dynasty, and with
a strong Lancastrian bias. No allusion is made by
him of public indignation at the injustice committed
against Edward V., or of detestation at the cruelty
practised againsthim. Envyand jealousy at Richard’s
being king, instead of continuing “ still as protector,”
is the reason assigned by Fabyan why the lordly
barons of England “murmured and grudged against
him.”

The Croyland writer, after briefly relating his
coronation at Westminster, his progress and his
second enthronement at York, thus concludes his
concise account : — ‘¢ Whilst these things were pass-
ing in the North, King Edward’s two sons re-
mained under certain deputed custody, for whose
release from captivity the people of the southern
and western parts began very much to murmur.” !

! Chron. Croy., p. 567.
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Thus it appears that up to the period of Richard’s
departure from York no apprehensions were enter-
tained for the safety of the young princes ; and
moreover, from the expression ¢ certain deputed
custody,” it would seem as if they had been offi-
cially consigned to some person or persons well
known or fitted for the charge, in accordance with
the usual custom observed on similar occasions®;
the murmurs of the people, be it remarked, aris-
ing solely from their captivity. These murmurs
would, in all probability, have yielded gradually to
the popularity which Richard gained during his
state progress, by his wise and temperate exercise
of the kingly prerogative, if the commiseration for
his nephews, thus recorded by the Croyland writer,
had not been fomented into open rebellion by the
treachery of those disaffected nobles, who, Fabyan
states, “ grudged” King Richard the regal autho-
rity that they had been the means of conferring
upon him. ‘And when at last,” continues the
Croyland chronicler, * the people about London, in
Kent, Essex, Sussex, Hampshire, Dorsetshire, De-~
vonshire, Wilts, Berkshire, and other southern
counties, made a rising in their behalf, publicly
proclaiming that Henry Duke of Buckingham, who

1 By reference to a former chapter of this work it will be seen
that Henry IV., after he had deposed Richard II. and usurped his
crown, imprisoned the legitimate heirs to the throne, (the two young
princes of the house of March,) for many years in Windsor Castle,
placing them under ““continued and safe custody” there : and also, that
the infant Duke of York, who was next to them in lawful succession to
the crown, was similarly incarcerated by King Henry V.; who sent
the orphan prinee to the Tower, after the execution of his parent,
the Earl of Cambridge, placing him under ““the custody and vigilant
care” of Robert Waterton, — See Vol. I. ch. ii. p. 23.

N 2
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then resided at Brecknock in Wales, repenting the
course of conduct he had adopted, would be their
leader, it was spread abroad that King Edward’s
sons were dead, but by what kind of violent death
is unknown.” ! That plots and conspiracies would
be formed in favour of the deposed prince was a
result which Richard must have anticipated : it
was also a natural supposition that the partizans of
the widowed queen, and the friends of the deceased
king, would rally by degrees, and seize any dimi-
nution of Richard’s popularity to reinstate their
deposed sovereign. But that Buckingham, the
most zealous of the new monarch’s supporters, the
active agent by whom his elevation was effected?,
should be the first to rebel against the kinsman to
whom he had so recently vowed fealty and alle-
giance, affords, perhaps, one of the most remarkable
instances on record of the perverseness of human
nature. Yet such was the case; and, judging
from the testimony of the Croyland historian, the
report which has so blackened King Richard’s fame
may be traced also to this unstable and ambitious
peer : but whether considered to be made on just
grounds, or propagated purely from malevolence
and political animosity, must depend on the view
taken of his general conduct, and the degree of
credit to be attached to his alleged assertions.

If the young princes, through the agency of
their friends, were secretly conveyed out of the
kingdom upon their uncle’s elevation to the throne,
as was currently reported in the succeeding reign?

! Chron. Croy., p. 568.

2 ¢« By my aid and favor, he of a protector was made king, and of

a subject made a governor.” — Grafton, p. 154.
3 ¢ Neither wanted there even at that time (anno 1 Henry VII.)
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—a circumstance by no means improbable, consider-
ing the disturbed state of the country, and the
peculiar position of the respective parties, — the
rising of their friends, and the defection of Buck-
ingham, may possibly have induced King Richard
himself to assert that his nephews were dead, with
the view of setting at rest any further inquiry
concerning them. The greater probability, how-
ever, is this: that the Duke of Buckingham, aware
of their disappearance from the Tower, but not
made acquainted with the place of their exile,
spread the report with a view of irritating the
populace against the new monarch, and thus ad-
vancing more effectually his own selfish and am-
bitious views; and that King Richard, unwilling,
and indeed unable, to produce his nephews, was
driven to sanction the report!, as his only defence

secret rumours and whisperings, which afterwards gathered strength,
and turned to great troubles, that the two young sons of King
Edward IV., or one of them, which were said to be destroyed in the
Tower, were not indeed murdered, but conveyed secretly away, and
were yet living.”” — Bacon’s Henry VII., p.4. *‘And all this time
(anno 2 Henry VII.) it was still whispered every where that at least
one of the children of Edward IV. was living.” — Ibid. p. 19. “A
report prevailed among the common people that the sons of Edward
the king had migrated to some part of the earth in secret, and there
were still surviving.” — Pol. Virg., p. 569. “ Whose death and
final infortune hath natheless so far comen in question that some
remain yet in doubt whether they were in his (King Richard’s) days
destroyed or no.” —- More’s Rycharde III., p. 126.

1 A precisely similar report was spread in the reign of Henry VII.,
with the view of making that monarch produce the young Earl of
Warwick, or acknowledge what had become of him. He had not
been seen or heard of since his close imprisonment in the Tower ;
and ““a fame prevailed,” states Polydore Virgil, p. 69., ¢ and was
every where spread abroad, that Edward Count of Warwick had met
with his death in prison.” Lord Bacon likewise states (p.19.) that
it was generally circulated ¢ that the king had a purpose to put to
death Edward Plantagenet, closely in the Tower ; whose case was so

N 3
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against their friends, and the surest method of
keeping secret from his enemies their actual place
of concealment. Hence, in all probability, the
origin of the tale; for it cannot be denied that
the words of the ecclesiastical writer with refer-
ence to Buckingham are very remarkable, and tend
more strongly to fix the report on that nobleman
and his party, than .any allegation afterwards
brought forward by tradition as evidence of the
fact against Richard III.:— ¢ Henry Duke of
Buckingham, repenting the course of conduct he
had adopted, would be their leader,” are the words
of the chronicler ; and he immediately follows this
statement by the assertion, that ‘it was reported,”
as if in consequence of the change in Buckingham’s
views, *“ that King Edward’s sons were dead, but
by what kind of violent death was unknown.” !

Richard, indeed, was ill prepared for opposition
from such a source, for so implicitly had he relied
on Buckingham’s honour and fidelity, that he had
intrusted to his custody his most violent enemy,
Morton, Bishop of Ely; and it is more than pro-
bable that the active eloquence of thiscrafty prelate?,
nearly paralleled with that of Edward the Fourth’s children, in respect
of the blood, like age, and the very place of the Tower, as it did
refresh and reflect upon the king a most odious resemblance, as if he
would be another King Richard.” In order to disabuse the public
mind, the king commanded the young prince *to be taken in pro-
cession on a Sunday through the principal streets of London, to be
seen by the people.”” — Page 27.

1 Chron. Croy., p. 568.

2 ¢« This man,” writes Sir Thomas More, p. 139., “ had gotten a
deep insight into political worldly drifts. Whereby perceiving now
this duke glad to commune with him, fed him with fair words
and many pleasant praises.”” Sir Thomas More’s  History of
Richard II1.” terminates abruptly in the midst of the conversation
held between Morton and Buckingham. The narrative is, however,
resumed by Grafton, who, it has been conjectured, had access to the



RICHARD THE THIRD. 183

working on an envious, jealous, and fickle temper-
ament, roused into action in Buckingham those
rebellious feelings, which otherwise might have
rankled secretly in his own discontented bosom.
King Richard might well style him “the most untrue
creature living,”? for he remained firm to no party
and to no cause, beyond that which fed his rapacity
and insatiable ambition. He espoused the sister of
the royal Elizabeth, when the Wydville connection
was the road to preferment? and he was the first
to desert the widowed queen® and her now powerless
kindred, when he fancied it would be to his interest
to accelerate the advancement of Richard Duke of
Gloucester.* He proclaimed the illegitimacy and
advocated the deposition of Edward V.5 when he
wished to place Richard III. on the throne, and he

same sources of original information which were open to Sir Thomas
More. — Singer, p. 145.

! In a letter addressed to his chancellor, which is preserved among
the Tower records, and will be inserted at length in a future chapter,
when considering the circumstances that led to its being written.

2 <« When King Edward was deceased, to whom I thought myself
little or nothing beholden, although we two had married two sisters,
because he neither promoted nor preferred me, as I thought I was
worthy and had deserved ; neither favoured me according to my
degree or birth ; for surely I had by him little authority and less
rule, and in effect nothing at all ; which caused me the less to favour
his children, because 1 found small humanity, or none, in their
parent.” — Singer’s Reprint of More, p. 152.

3 <] remembered an old proverb worthy of memory, that often
rueth the realm, where children rule and women govern. This old
adage so sank and settled in my head, that I thought it a great
error and extreme mischief to the whole realm, either to suffer the
young king to rule, or the queen, his mother, to be a governor over
him.” — Tbid.

4«1 thought it necessary, both for the public and profitable
wealth of this realm, and also for mine own commodity and better
stay, to take part with the Duke of Gloucesters” — Ibid.

5 More, p. 112.

N 4
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circulated a report of the murder of the princes?,
when he coveted their uncle’s position and enter-
tained the presumptuous hope of becoming king in
his stead.? He aimed at being a second Warwick —
another “king maker;”? but, possessing only the
frailties of that lordly baron, unaccompanied by
the vigorous intellect and those chivalrous quali-
ties which fling such a romantic colouring over
the career of the renowned and illustrious Richard
Neville, he rushed headlong to his own destruc-
tion: equally with Warwick, the victim of ungo-
vernable pride, and affording another but far less
interesting example of the haughty and turbulent
spirit which characterised the English nobles at this
strange eventful era.

But as the alleged cause of the rebellion Whlch
sealed Buckingham’s fate, and put so sudden a
stop to the king’s peaceful progress, was ostensibly
to avenge the young princes’ death? it becomes
necessary to pursue the investigation into the

1 Chron. Croy., p. 567.

2 <[ phantasied, that if I list to take upon me the crown and
imperial sceptre of the realm, now was the time propitious and con-
venient,” — More, p. 155.

3 ¢ began to study and with good deliberation to ponder and con-
sider how and in what manner this realm should be ruled and
governed.” — Ibhid. p. 152,

4 «But when I was credibly informed of the death of the two
young innocents, his own natural nephews, contrary to his faith
and promise (to the which, God be my judge, I never agreed nor
condescended), O Lord ! how my veins panted, how my body
trembled, how my heart inwardly grudged! insomuch that I so
abhorred the sight, and much more the company of him, that I could
no longer abide in his court, except I should be openly avenged.
The end whereof was doubtful, and so I feigned a cause to depart ;
and with a merry countenance and a despiteful heart, I took my
leave humhly of him (he thinking nothing less than that T was dis-

pleased), and so returned to Brecknock to you.” — Graften, Cont. of
More, p. 155,
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reputed circumstances of that tragedy, before con-
tinuing the history of the Duke of Buckingham’s
revolt, in order that it may be shown how vague
and unsatisfactory is the source from whence
sprang these accusations which have affixed to the
memory of Richard IIL. a crime that has made him
for many ages a subject of universal horror and
disgust. Fabyan, in addition to the passage before
quoted, says, after describing the accession of the
Lord Protector, *“ King Edward V., with his brother
the Duke of York, were put under sure keeping
within the Tower, in such wise that they never came
abroad after.”! And again, that ¢ the common fame
went that King Richard put unto secret death the
two sons of his brother.”? Rous of Warwick is the
next contemporary authority; but, although coeval
with King Richard, it must not be forgotten that
he, like Fabyan, wrote the events which he records
after that monarch’s decease; and the fact of his
having dedicated his work to King Henry VII. is
alone sufficient to demonstrate his Lancastrian bias,
even if proof did not exist that his character of
King Richard, when exercising sovereign power,
was altogether opposed to that which he afterwards
gave, when writing under the auspices of his rival
and successor.®? “The Duke of Gloucester, for his

! Fabyan’s Chron., p. 515. 2 Ibid. p. 516.

3 Whatever Rous chose to say of Richard, in compliment to
Henry VII,, he gave a very different account of him in his roll,
which he left to posterity as a monument of the earls and town of
Warwick, to which he was so much attached. Here is the inscrip-
tion, as it was written by Rous’s own hand: ¢ The most mighty
prince Richard, by the grace of God king of England and of
France, and lord of Ireland: by very matrimony, without discon-
tinuance, or any defiling in the law, by heir male lineally descending
from King Harry the Second, all avarice set aside, ruled his subjects
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own promotion, took upon him to the disinheriting
of his lord, King Edward V., and shortly imprisoned
King Edward with his brother, whom he had ob-
tained from Westminster, under promise of pro-
tection ; so that it was afterwards known to very
few what particular martyrdom they suffered.”!
‘This writer, however, places the death of the princes
during the protectorate: “ Then ascended the royal
throne of the slain, whose protector during their
minority he should have been, the tyrant Richard ;”
an assertion so utterly at variance with every con-
temporary?, that it materially weakens the effect of
his other assertions.

Bernard Andrews, the historiographer and poet
laureate of Henry VII.,states that ¢ Richard ordered

in his realm full commendably, punishing offenders of his laws,
especially extortioners and oppressors of his commons, and cherish-
ing those that were virtuous, by the which discreet guiding he got
great thank of God and love of all his subjects, rich and poor, and
.great laud of the people of other lands about him.”
(From the original MS. roll, now in the College of Arms,
published in Lord Orford’s works, vol. ii. p. 215.)

1 Rous, Hist. Reg. Ang., p. 213.

2 See the recently quoted statement of Fabyan and the Chronicler
of Croyland. Sir Thomas More’s narrative is even more conclusive :
— ¢ The prince,” says that historian, in allusion to Edward V.,
“ as soon as the protector left that name, and took himself as king,
had it showed unto him that he should not reign, but his uncle
should have the erown ; at which words the prince, sore abashed,
began to sigh, and said, ¢ Alas! I would my uncle would let me
have my life yet, though I lose my kingdom. Then he that told
him the tale used him with good words, and put him with the best
comfort he could. But forthwith was the prince and his brother
both shut up, and all other removed from them, only one called
Black Will, or William Slaughter, except, set to serve them, and see
them serve. After which time the prince never tied his points, nor
aught wrought of himself ; but with that young babe, his brother,
lingered in thought and heaviness, till this traitorous death delivered
them of that wretchedness.”” — More, p. 130.
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the princes to be put to the sword,”! a fact that
must have been known to the contemporary an-
nalists, had a positive order to that effect been
given?; and Polydore Virgil, who compiled his
work under the immediate patronage and at the
express desire of the same monarch, after inti-
mating the uncertainty of the manner of their
death, states that it was generally reported and
believed that the sons of Edward I'V. were still alive,
having been conveyed secretly away, and obscurely
concealed in some distant region.® Thus it appears
that neither the contemporary writers of the period,
nor those who wrote by royal command in the ensu-
ing reign, give any distinct account of the fate of the
young princes : the former all agree that they were
imprisoned, and that it was ‘ commonly reported ”
that they were dead; but when or how the event
occurred, or whether there was foundation for the
report, has never been sought to be established,
excepting by Sir Thomas More. This historian
was not coeval with Richard, he was a mere infant
at the time of that monarch’s death*; but, being
educated, as before observed, in Bishop Morton’s
house, he is supposed to have derived the materials
of his history from that personage. DBut Morton,

1 Cott. MSS., Dom. A. xviii.

2 Bernard Andrews could only narrate matters connected with this
period from the reports of others, as he was a Breton by birth, and
did not reside in England until after the accession of Henry VII.,
to whose suite he was attached, and whose fortunes he followed.

3 Pol. Virg., p.569.

4 Sir Thomas More was born in 1482, the year preceding King
Richard’s accession ; he was therefore three years of age at that
monarch’s decease, and in his nineteenth year when Bishop Morton
-expired in 1500, — Turner, vol. iii. p. 373.
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although coeval with the events related, gloried in
avowing himself Richard’s bitter enemy. He united
with Hastings in conspiring against him as the
lord protector!, and he goaded Buckingham to
open rebellion after Richard was anointed king.?
He deserted the latter nobleman as soon as he had
weaned him from his allegiance; and escaping to
the Continent®, within a few weeks of Richard’s
coronation, there remained an exile and an outlaw
during the rest of his reign. It must therefore be
apparent that any information derived from him
relative to affairs in England during that period
could only be by report ; and the colouring which
his own prejudice and enmity would give to all
rumours spread to the disadvantage of King
Richard, would render his testimony not only
doubtful, but most unsatisfactory, unless confirmed
by other writers or proved by existing documents.
Sir Thomas More himself seems to have felt

1 ¢« Thomas Archbishop of York, and John Bishop of Ely, although,
on account of their order, their lives were spared, were imprisoned in
different castles in Wales.” — Cont. Croy., p. 560.

2 ¢ But now, my lord, to conclude what I mean toward your noble
person, I say and affirm, if you love God, your lineage, or your native
country, you must yourself take upon you the crown and diadem of
this noble empire ; both for the maintenance of the honour of the
same (which so long hath flourished in fame and renown) as also for
the deliverance of your natural countrymen from the bondage and
thraldom of so cruel a tyrant and arrogant oppressor.” — Grafton,
Cont. More, p. 149.

3 The bishop, being as witty as the duke was wily, did not tarry
till the duke’s company was assembled, but, secretly disguised, in a
night departed (to the duke’s great displeasure) and came to the see
of Ely, where he found money and friends, and he sailed into Flan-
ders, where he did the Earl of Richmond good service, and never
returned again till the Earl of Richmond, after being king, sent for
him, and shortly promoted him to the see of Canterbury.—17bid. p.163.
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doubtful of the facts which he narrates, for he pre-
faces his account of the murder of the princes by
these remarkable words: “ whose death and final
infortune hath natheless so far come in question,
that some yet remain in doubt whether they were
in Richard’s days destroyed or no;”! and in detailing
the commonly received tradition of their tragical
end, he admits that the reports were numerous, and
certifies that even the most plausible rested on
report alone.? “I shall rehearse you the dolorous
end of those babes, not after every way that I have
heard, but after that way that I have so heard by
such men and by such means as me thinketh it
were hard but it should be true.” If by these
words Sir Thomas More meant Morton?, that pre-
late, in consequence of his imprisonment at Breck-
nock, must have gained his information from the
Duke of Buckingham, whose unprincipled conduct*
and double dealing, even by his own admission?,

I More, p. 126. 2 Appendix R.

38 ¢« Could More,” inquires Lord Orford, ¢ have drawn from a more
corrupted source? Of all men living, there could not be more sus-
picious testimony than the prelate’s, except the king’s (Henry VIL).”
— Hist. Doubts, p. 18.

4 ¢ Outwardly dissimuling that I inwardly thought, and so with a
painted countenance I passed the last summer in his company, not
without many fair promises, but without any good deeds.” — Grafton,
Cont. More, p. 155.

5 The conversation between Buckingham and Morton, commenced
by Sir Thomas More and continued by Grafton, is so explicit as to
leave little doubt of its authenticity ; many circumstances related
could only have been known to the bishop, — his dexterous manage-
ment of Buckingham, the particulars of his imprisonment at Breck-
nock, and his escape from the duke ; these, and many other leading
points in their reported conference, confirm the assertion of Sir
George Buck (whose work was printed in 1646), that the reign of
King Richard was written by Bishop Morton. ¢ This book in
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would rather be the means of acquitting Richard
than of convicting him.

The narrative of the murder, as given by Sir
Thomas More, is as follows!:—During the royal
progress to Gloucester, King Richard’s mind mis-
gave him that “men would not reckon that he
could have right to the realm” so long as his ne-
phews lived. Whereupon he sent John Green,
“whom he especially trusted,” unto Sir Robert
Brackenbury, the constable of the Tower, with a
letter, “and credence also,” commanding him to
put the two children to death. Green rejoined the
king at Warwick, acquainting him that Bracken-
bury had refused to fulfil his commands. Greatly
displeased at this result, the king gave vent to his
discomfiture, by complaining to the page in wait-
ing that even those he had brought up and
thought most devoted to his service had failed
him, and would do nothing for him. The page
replied, that there was a man upon a pallet in the
outer chamber, who, to do him pleasure, would
think nothing too hard, meaning Sir James Tyrrel,
“a man of right goodlye personage, and, for na-
ture’s gifts, worthy to have served a better prince.”
He was, however, it is intimated, . jealous of Sir
Richard Radcliffe and Sir William Catesby ; which
thing being known to the page, he, of very special
friendship, took this opportunity of * putting him

Latin,” he says, ¢ was lately in the hands of Mr. Roper of Eltham,
as Sir Edward Hoby, who saw it, told me.” — Buck;, lib. iii. p. 75.
Mr. Roper was an immediate descendant of Sir Thomas More’s
(see preface to Singer) his eldest and favourite daughter, the es-
timable Margaret Roper, having left a numerous offspring.
1 More, p. 127.
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forward” with his royal master, hoping to “ do him
good.” Richard, pleased with the suggestion, and
well aware that Tyrrel ¢ had strength and wit,”
and an ambitious spirit, he called him up, and
taking him into his chamber, * broke to him
secretly his mind in this mischievous matter.” Sir
James undertook the revolting office, whereupon
on the morrow the king sent him “ to Brackenbury
with a letter, by which he was commanded to
deliver to Sir James all the keys of the Tower for
one night, to the end that he might there accom-
plish the king’s pleasure in such thing as he had
given him commandment.”. .. After which letter
delivered and the keys received, Sir James appointed
the night next ensuing” to destroy the princes.
“ To the execution thereof, he appointed Miles
Forest, one of the four that kept them,” a known
assassin, and John Dighton, his own groom, a big,
broad, square, strong knave.” All other persons
being removed, the ruffians entered the chamber
where the princes were sleeping at midnight, when,
wrapping them up in the bed-clothes, and keeping
them down by force, they pressed the feather-bed
and pillows hard upon their mouths, until they
were stifled and expired. When thoroughly dead,
they laid their bodies naked out upon the bed, and
summoned Sir James Tyrrel to see them; who
caused the murderers to bury them at the stair-
foot, deep in the ground, under a great heap of
stones. ¢ Then rode Sir James in great haste to
the king, and showed him all the manner of the
murder, who gave him great thanks, and, as some
say, there made him a knight.” ¢ But it was
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rumoured,” continues Sir Thomas More, ¢ that the
king disapproved of their being buried in so vile a
corner; whereupon they say that a priest of Sir
Robert Brackenbury’s took up the bodies again,
| and secretly interred them in such place as by the
occasion of his death could never come to light.”
The more closely this statement is examined, the
more does its inconsistency appear, from the very
commencement of the narrative. For example: as
King Richard had been solicited to accept the
crown, because his nephews’ illegitimacy was ad-
mitted, and as he had been successively elected,
proclaimed, and anointed king with an unanimity
almost unparalleled, he could have had no reason,
at this early period of his reign, to dread the effects
of his nephews’ reassumption of their claims; still
less cause had he for apprehension, when journey-
ing from Oxford to Gloucester, at which university
he had been so honourably received, that, even
allowing that his mind misgave him when he first
entered upon his kingly career, his popularity
during his royal progress was alone sufficient to
set all doubts at rest. Again: if so revolting a
deed as murdering the princes to insure the sta-
bility of his throne had gained possession of
Richard’s heart, was it probable that he would
not have taken measures to effect his purpose
before quitting the Tower, or whilst sojourning
at Greenwich or Windsor, instead of delaying his
commands for the perpetration of the dark deed
until he was necessitated to commit the order
to paper, and thus intrust a design so destruc-
tive to his reputation to the care of a common
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messenger on the chance of its falling into his ene-
mies’ hands. King Richard was proverbially ¢ close
and secret,” being upbraided by his enemies as “a
deep dissimular ;”! traits, however, which to the un-
prejudiced mind will rather appear a proof of his
wisdom when the subtlety of the age is taken into
consideration. Would, then, a wise and cautious
man, a prince evidently striving for popularity, and
desirous, by the justice of his regal acts, to soften
any feeling of discontent that might attach to his
irregular accession —would such a person be likely
to lay himself open to the charge of murder ?—and
this, after he had peaceably attained the summit of
his ambition, and was basking in the very sunshine
of prosperity, and when the oath had scarcely faded
from his lips, by which he pledged himself to pre-
serve the lives of the princes, and maintain them
in such honourable estate that all the realm should
be content?? Would any one, indeed, endued with
common foresight have risked two letters, which
innumerable casualties might convert into positive
proof of an act that would bring upon him the
hatred of his own kindred and the detestation of
the kingdom at large, —the one sent by an ordinary
attendant, ‘ one John Green,” to Brackenbury,
with ¢ credence also,” commanding that ‘ Sir Ro-
bert should, in any wise, put the two children to
death;” the other, by Sir James Tyrrel to Brack-

1 More, p. 9.

2 <« He promised me, on his fidelity, laying his hand on mine, at
Baynard’s Castle, that the two young princes should live, and that
he would so provide for them and so maintain them in honourable
estate, that I and all the realm ought, and should be content.,” —
Grafton, Cont. More, p. 154.

VOL. II. o
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enbury, commanding him to deliver to Sir James
the keys of the Tower, that he might accomplish
the very crime which that official had previously
refused himself to perform ? It is scarcely within
the bounds of probability, unless the letter and
“ credence” were extant, together with the formal
warrant which was sent to Brackenbury, justifying
him as governor of the Tower in delivering up
the keys of the fortress committed to his charge.!
“ And has any trace of such a document been dis-
covered ?” asksthe historian of the Tower?; ¢ Never,”
he adds: “it has been anxiously sought for, but
sought in vain ; and we may conclude that Sir
Thomas More’s is nothing but one of the passing
tales of the day.”?

If this assumption is warranted by the incon-
sistencies and contradictory statements which mark
the tradition generally, still more will such a con-
clusion appear to be well grounded if the several
statements connected with the chief individuals
named are strictly examined. Sir Thomas More
says, that King Richard took ¢ great displeasure
and thought” at Sir Robert Brackenbury’s re-

! «King Richard, having directed his warrant for the putting
of them to death to Brackenbury, the lieutenant of the Tower,
was by him refused. Whereupon the king directed his warrant to
Sir James Tyrrel to receive the keys of the Tower from the lieu-
tenant for the space of a night, for the king’s special service.” —
Bacon’s Henry VII., p. 123.

2 This valuable work, “The History and Antiquities of the Tower,”
was compiled, as stated by the author, Mr. Bayley, from state papers
and original manuscripts there deposited, and which he had pe-
culiar facilities for examining as ““one of her Majesty’s sub-com-
missioners on the public records.” — Bayley's Hist. of the Tower,
part i. .

3 Bayley’s Hist. of the Tower, part i. p. 64.
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fusal. Is this borne out by the monarch’s sub-
sequent conduct as proved by existing records ?!
Did he remove him from the honourable office of
governor ; or even tacitly and gradually evinee his
anger against him ? On the contrary, he not only
continued him in the command of the Tower, but
renewed the appointment, with the annual fee of
100/., some months after this reputed contumacy?;
and throughout the whole of his reign, he bestowed
upon him places and emoluments that are perfectly
consistent with his desire of providing for a
favourite follower, but are altogether opposed to
indications either of dissatisfaction or annoyance.
There would be nothing surprising in the grants
here alluded to, had Brackenbury been guilty; be-
cause the king would naturally favour him under
such peculiar circumstances: but both Sir Thomas
More and Lord Bacon expressly state that he was
innocent of all participation in the crime, that he
spurned the royal command, and that the king was
in consequence greatly displeased with him.

‘King Richard was not a man to shrink from
making apparent his displeasure, if just grounds of
offence had been given to him; at least so his
enemies would make it appear. “Friend and foe
was muchwhat indifferent where his advantage
grew: he spared no man’s death, whose life with-
stood his purpose.”? Neither was he so weak and
unreflective as to have sent an order to the constable
of the Tower of so fearful an import as the destrue-

! Appendix 8. 2 Harl. MSS., No. 438. fol. 56. 3 More, p. O.
o 2
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tion of two princes committed to his custody, unless
well assured of the manner in which his design
would have been received and carried into execution.
Sir Thomas More implies that he early adopted
Brackenbury himself, brought him wup, and also
that he thought “ he would surely serve him.”
And he did serve him, even unto death; for he
fought and died for his patron: but it was glo-
riously, honourably, and as became a true knight
on the battle field !, and not as a midnight assassin
in the secret chamber. Sir Robert was a member
of a very ancient and distinguished family 2 in the
north?®; and if, from his trusty qualities, early
evinced, he acquired the confidence of the Duke of
Gloucester, it is most clear that other features in
his character must also have been equally well
known to his patron. Green is stated to have found
Brackenbury at his devotions.* If, then, he was
religious and humane, — firm in rejecting evil com-
mands, though emanating from his sovereign °, and
faithful in the discharge of the trust reposed in him
by the state,—braving death with cheerfulness and
alacrity when called upon to defend the king to
whom he had sworn allegiance, but shrinking from
the cowardly act of murdering imprisoned and de-

1 Surtees’s Durham, p. 71. 2 Tbid.

3 Two other brothers of the same family as Sir Robert are named
by Drake as attached to Richard’s service ; viz. John and Thomas
Brackenbury : the first sent to London upon a confidential mission
by the mayor of York ; the other despatched to that city with the
Protector’s reply. — Drake’s Ebor., p. 3.

4 <« This John Green did his errand unto Brackenbury, kneeling
before our Lady in the Tower.” — More, p. 128.

5 ¢« Who plainly answered, that he would never put them to death
to die therefore.” — More, p. 128.
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fenceless children, — such a man was not the agent
to whom Richard, without previously sounding
him, would have made known his detestable project,
or have selected for carrying it into effect. If he
did, however, then the far greater probability is
this,—that Brackenbury, during the interval that
elapsed between Green’s departure and the arrival
of Tyrrel, conveyed the hapless children abroad;
and thus gave foundation for the report mentioned
by More!, Polydore Virgil, Bacon, and others, that
the children of Edward IV. had escaped, and were
concealed in a foreign land.

Sir James Tyrrel, the other leading personage in
the reputed tragedy, has been even more obviously
misrepresented than Sir Robert Brackenbury. In-
stead of being an obscure individual, at the period
when tradition would make it appear that he was
first recommended to the notice of his sovereign by
a page in waiting, his name, as a great officer of
the crown, is associated with the reign of Edward
1V.; and his prowess had been both acknowledged
and rewarded by Richard of Gloucester long an-
tecedent to the period in question, and possibly
before the page was born. Tyrrel was a man of
ancient and high family.? His brother, Sir Thomas
Tyrrel, was one selected for the honourable distinc-
tion of bearing the mortal remains of Edward I'V.

1 More, p. 126.; Pol. Virg. p. 569.; Bacon, p. 4.

2 ¢ Tyrell's situation was not that in which Sir Thomas More re-
presents him ; he was of an ancient and high family, had long before
received the honour of knighthood, and engaged the office of master
of the horse.” — Bayley’s Hist. of the Tower, vol. i. p. 62. ; see also
Walpole's Reply to Dr. Milles, Archeol. for 1770.

o3
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to the tomb?; and Sir James himself was nomi-
nated by that monarch a commissioner for exe-
cuting the office of high constable of England, an
office suppressed by Henry VIII. on account of its
dangerous and almost unbounded power.? So far
from this warrior being created a simple knight by
King Richard for murdering his royal nephews, he
is known to have borne that distinction full ten
years previously; ¢ Sir James Tyrrel,” as appears
by the Paston Letters® having been appointed
shortly after King Edward’s restoration to convey
the Countess of Warwick from Beaulieu sanctuary
to the north. He was made a knight banneret *<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>